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25th SUNDAY OR ORDINARY TIME    17th /18th September        HOME MISSION SUNDAY 

 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  
 

 12.30 am  
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
Norma Galley 

Sunday  10.00 am  The GIFT starting on Thursday 

Monday  9.30 am Thomas Koctubinski 

Tuesday  (school)  9.30 am Poor souls  Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Wednesday  (school)   No Mass 

Thursday  10.30am Funeral Mass for Philamena Lawler 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 

 9.30 am 
 10.00 am 

   
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sr. Pius 
Eucharistic Service 

 
26th SUNDAY OR ORDINARY TIME    24th /25th September         

 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday      12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

McConville family 
Bridgid Christie 

SUNDAY      10.00 am  People of parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Elsie Levell, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, 
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce 
Johnson, Teresa Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Gerald Crotty, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Andrew Dobb, Marie Parish. 

 

ROSE DE LA CRUZ’S FUNERAL will take place at Sacred Heart Church on Tuesday 27th 
September at 12.30 pm. She will be received into Church the night before at 4 pm. Please keep the 
family in your prayers. 

 
SACRED HEART COLLECTIONS 
The collection last weekend came to £303.15 and the second collection for the 
Catholic Education Service came to £128.64 
This weekend there will be a second collection for the Catholic Evangelisation. 
Next weekend there will be a special second collection for the National Shrine of 

our Lady of Walsingham. 

 

Website & facebook – please look at our parish website. We need to get 
facebook going for the Church so please start using it. You register through the 
website.                                                                                                    

 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE. Pope Francis is visiting Assissi on Tuesday 20th 
September to pray for peace and is asking all Catholics and others to join in prayer for peace that 
day. We are also being asked to pray for peace at the Masses this weekend.      
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Parish News 
THE GIFT – A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT COURSE This course has the backing of the Holy Father 

for the English speaking world. Sacred Heart Church and St Joseph’s Church are joining up with St 
Vincent’s Church to run the course for our three parishes. It will run for 7 weeks on Thursday 
evenings beginning on Thursday 22nd September. At St. Vincent’s Church, Francis Street. B7 4JY 
(The Church is in Nechells Parkway, but if you are coming by car you must approach from St. Francis 
Street) This is a major initiative for our parishes. Please invite all the people you know to come. 
 

FUND RAISING FOR THE ROOF We still have a very long way to go to raise all the money we need. 
PLEASE ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHETHER THEY COULD MAKE A DONATION. Please try emailing them. 

Cheques should be make out to “Sacred Heart Aston” or they can make on “online” donation through 
our church website www.sacredheartaston.com  
 

DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of evil one.  
Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm usually in the 
undercroft, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Ring the appropriate bell or if no 
reply try the other one. 
 
THE LECTIO DIVINA (Sacred reading) Group for young adults will not meet on Tuesdays over the next few 
weeks to enable people  to come to THE GIFT meetings on Thursday evenings.  

 

Reading Amos 8:4-7 
 
Listen to this, you who trample on the needy 
and try to suppress the poor people of the country, 
you who say, ‘When will New Moon be over 
so that we can sell our corn, 
and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat? 
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 
by swindling and tampering with the scales, 
we can buy up the poor for money, 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’ 
The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob, 
‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done.’ 

 

Psalm 112:1-2,4-8 
 
Praise the Lord, who raises the poor. 
 

Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8 
 
My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for everyone – petitions, intercessions 
and thanksgiving – and especially for kings and others in authority, so that we may be able to live 
religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and will please God our saviour: he 
wants everyone to be saved and reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is only one God, and 
there is only one mediator between God and mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed 
himself as a ransom for them all. He is the evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have 
been named a herald and apostle of it and – I am telling the truth and no lie – a teacher of the faith 
and the truth to the pagans. 
In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in prayer, with no anger or 
argument. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 16:1-13 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘There was a rich man and he had a steward denounced to him for being 
wasteful with his property. He called for the man and said, “What is this I hear about you? Draw me 
up an account of your stewardship because you are not to be my steward any longer.” Then the 
steward said to himself, “Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I to do? 
Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to 
make sure that when I am dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their homes.” 
Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, “How much do you owe my 
master?” “One hundred measures of oil” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond; sit 
down straight away and write fifty.” To another he said, “And you, sir, how much do you owe?” “One 
hundred measures of wheat” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond and write 
eighty.” 
‘The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the children of this world are more 
astute in dealing with their own kind than are the children of light. 
‘And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it 
fails you, they will welcome you into the tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things 
can be trusted in great; the man who is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in great. If then you 
cannot be trusted with money, that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if you 
cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? 
‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or treat 
the first with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.’ 

 
 

Reflection 
 
The steward in the parable was his master’s debt collector so he knew all about the pressure and 
misery that debt can create. His master’s debtors had borrowed money either because they were 
poor or had some family calamity to deal with, or they were simply living beyond their means. The 
steward seems to be doing a good thing for them, in order to survive himself after being fired for 
wastefulness. But was the steward really doing something good for those in debt? He relieved them 
of the obligation of paying all of their debt to his master, but in so doing he created an obligation for 
the debtors to himself. They now had an obligation to the steward as well as to the master for the 
remaining debt. As a debt collector before his firing, the steward was tough and astute; he knew what 
he was doing. The obligation to him which he created for the debtors was not precise and defined as 
the monetary debt had been, it was an obligation without end. It could be called upon in any way at 
any time.  The steward deliberately gave what appeared to be a gift in order to create a debt or 
obligation which he could then exploit. It stands in stark contrast with the gift that Jesus himself is, 
given to us by his Father without any obligation and with the gift of free will. A true gift does not create 
obligation; it delivers freedom for the recipient who responds with joy. The debtors who received the 
steward’s “gift” may have initially been joyful but they would have soon found that they had were now 
bound by a new and more damaging form of debt. We all give and receive gifts. We may have at 
some time been the recipient of a gift which made us feel uncomfortable. Sometimes our intuition 
picks up the fact that a gift is being given not as pure gift, but as a means of creating obligation or for 
some other purpose.  In those circumstances tactfully declining it may be necessary to preserve our 
integrity and freedom. It is also possible that we create obligation in others with our “gifts”. What do 
we expect when we do things for others, especially family members? Is the “gift” a means of holding 
on to adult children or disempowering elderly relatives? Is there sometimes an element of martyrdom 
in a “gift”? Something given is a true gift when it frees rather than creating obligation, and when it 
creates joy rather than discomfort.  



 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 

SERIES OF PUBLIC TALKS for the Year of Mercy at St. Mary’s College, Oscott. 
Monday 19th September  -   Justice and Mercy: uneasy bedfellows, or a seamless garment? By Mgr. 
John Hadley. 
Monday 17th October  -  Divine Mercy and Healing of Memories by Dr. Dawn Eden Goldstein 
Monday 7th November   -  The Year of Mercy – the way ahead by Canon David Oakley 
All talks begin at 8 pm with Compline at 9 pm. 
 
Taizé 2017 We are being asked to help host people who come to Birmingham for the Great Taize 
event next year. There will be a meeting on Saturday 24th September at Carrs Lane Church starting 
with prayer at 10 am and finishing by 12.30 pm. It would be helpful if one or two people from our 
churches attend. 
 
The next 40 DAYS FOR LIFE will be starting soon. There will be a Kick-off meeting in the Upper 
Room in the cloister at the Oratory, Hagley Road on Sunday afternoon 25th September at 3 pm. It 
should be an interesting meeting, so do please come to it. 
 
THE THIRD TUESDAY of Live praise and worship, Word of God, Holy Mass and Adoration takes 
place as usual on Tuesday 20th September 6-9 pm at St. Gerard’s, Castle Vale. All welcome. 
 
REFUGEE WALK OF WITNESS on Sunday 2nd October with Archbishop Bernard starting at St. 
Chad’s Cathedral at 12.30 pm following the 11 am Mass and walking along the canal to Birmingham 
ICC, venue of the Conservative Party Conference.  
 
A SAINT FOR THE MIDLANDS Blessed John Henry Newman. 3 events, 3 locations.  
1. Saturday 1st October at Oscott College 2.00 pm exhibition open, talks at 3.00 pm.  
2. Monday 14th November at Newman University 6.00 pm exhibition 7.00 pm talks. 
3. Saturday 26th November at Maryvale Institute 2.00 pm exhibition talks 3.00 pm. 
See notice at the back of Church for more details. 
 
THE CONSEVATIVE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP invite you to a Conference Church Service at 5.30 
pm 2nd October at Birmingham City Church, Parade, B1 3QQ and to a reception after the Service. 
 
Someone doing research on wartime evacuees would love to hear from anyone in Aston who was an 
evacuee to Woodchester Mansion in Gloucestershire or who has friends or relatives who were 
evacuated there. Contact her at carolinejackson44@hotmail.co.uk  
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