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26th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    24th /25th September         

 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  
 

 12.30 am  
6.00 pm 

McConville family 
Bridgid Christie 

Sunday  10.00 am  People of parish 

Monday  
4.00 pm 

9.30 am Eileen Taylor 
Reception of Rose de La Cruz into Church followed by 
vigil until… 

Tuesday 12.30 pm  FUNERAL MASS OF ROSE DE LA CRUZ 

Wednesday  (school)  9.30 am O’Neill family  Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday  (school) 
Michaelmas 

9.30 am  GIFT course     Mass in Sacred Heart school 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 

 9.30 am 
 10.00 am 

   
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Special intention 
Eucharistic Service 

 
27th SUNDAY OR ORDINARY TIME    1st/2nd October         

 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday      12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
Graham Mitchell 

SUNDAY      10.00 am  Michael Delaney  

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Elsie Levell, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, 
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce 
Johnson, Teresa Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Gerald Crotty, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Andrew Dobb, Marie Parish. 

 

ROSE DE LA CRUZ’S FUNERAL will take place at Sacred Heart Church on Tuesday 27th 
September at 12.30 pm. She will be received into Church the night before at 4 pm. Please keep the 
family in your prayers. 

 
SACRED HEART COLLECTIONS 
The collection last weekend came to £303.15 and the second collection for the Catholic Education 

Service came to £128.64 
This weekend there will be a second collection for the Catholic Evangelisation. 
Next weekend there will be a special second collection for 
the National Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham. 

 

Website & facebook – please look at our parish website. We need to get 
facebook going for the Church so please start using it. You register through the website.                                                                                                    

 
FUND RAISING FOR THE ROOF We still have a very long way to go to raise all the money we need. 
PLEASE ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHETHER THEY COULD MAKE A DONATION. Please try emailing them. 

Cheques should be make out to “Sacred Heart Aston” or they can make on “online” donation through 
our church website www.sacredheartaston.com  

 

Someone doing research on wartime evacuees would love to hear from anyone in Aston who was an 
evacuee to Woodchester Mansion in Gloucestershire or who has friends or relatives who were 
evacuated there. Contact her at carolinejackson44@hotmail.co.uk  
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Reading Amos 6:1,4-7 
 
The almighty Lord says this: 
Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion 
and to those who feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria, 
those famous men of this first of nations 
to whom the House of Israel goes as client. 
Lying on ivory beds 
and sprawling on their divans, 
they dine on lambs from the flock, 
and stall-fattened veal; 
they bawl to the sound of the harp, 
they invent new instruments of music like David, 
they drink wine by the bowlful, 
and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, 
but about the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all. 
That is why they will be the first to be exiled; 

the sprawlers’ revelry is over. 

 
Psalm 145:7-10 
 
My soul, give praise to the Lord. 
 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 
 
As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient 
and gentle. Fight the good fight of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were 
called when you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in front of many witnesses. Now, 
before God the source of all life and before Christ, who spoke up as a witness for the truth in front of 
Pontius Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you have been told, with no faults or failures, until 
the Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at the due time will be revealed 
by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
who alone is immortal, 
whose home is in inaccessible light, 
whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: 
to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  
says the Lord,  
I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Luke 16:19-31 
 

Jesus said to the Pharisees, ‘There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and 
feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came 
and licked his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to the bosom of 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So 
he cried out, “Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” “My son,” Abraham replied “remember that during your 
life good things came your way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being 
comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has been 
fixed, to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from 
your side to ours.” 
‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my father’s house, since I have five 
brothers, to give them warning so that they do not come to this place of torment too.” “They have 
Moses and the prophets,” said Abraham “let them listen to them..” “Ah no, father Abraham,” said the 
rich man “but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent.” Then Abraham said to him, 
“If they will not listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 
should rise from the dead.”’ 

 

Reflection 
 
Today in the story of Dives and Lazarus the Word of God challenges us to grapple, not merely with 
the contrast between rich and poor, but to go further and see what are true riches and true poverty, 
and, similarly, who may be regarded as our neighbour. The tendency in modern society is to 
surround ourselves with relative comforts and to insulate ourselves from the tragedies of human lives 
broken by drugs and alcoholism in such a way that we cut ourselves off from them. 
This story is not primarily a moral tale about riches and poverty. The earlier story of the prodigal son 
and then the wasteful steward story told last Sunday show how we categorise people and want to put 
out of our mind and our life those who challenge us because their poverty and want invites us to do 
something about it - which we are unwilling to do. 
Last Sunday the steward was to be put out of his stewardship and was commended for taking action 
in the nick of time to prevent a disaster. So the Pharisees and ourselves are urged to change our 
ways while there is still time. The rich man urged Jesus to go and warn his brothers lest they suffer 
the same fate he had. 
The Word of God is constantly challenging and reminding us that we are called to conversion of life, 
that our judgements and attitudes, though comforting to ourselves, are discriminatory and hurtful to 
many others. We too are warned like the rich man that we have to listen to Abraham, the Prophets 
and to Christ, to learn from him who is our neighbour. 
Blessed John Henry Newman writing on this passage says that it is usual to interpret this passage as 
not against those who have riches, but against those who trust in riches. 
In the prophet Amos, possessions, putting our trust in them and pushing other people away are the 
greatest dangers; this remains as true in the world of today as it was when the Scriptures were 
written. St Paul reminds Timothy that each of us has a duty to do all that we have been told without 
fault or failure until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, while the prayer spells out for us that the 
hurrying towards eternal life promised by the Lord is the one yardstick by which our lifestyle, our 
relationships and our faith are to be measured. 
The riches that Jesus offers are not material, but spiritual, are not illusory, but everlasting. We have 
to take this Gospel as our warning that we must listen to Moses, the Prophets and to Christ. ‘Speak, 
Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of everlasting life.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish News 
 
THE GIFT – A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT COURSE This course has the backing of the Holy Father for the 
English speaking world. Sacred Heart Church and St Joseph’s Church are joining up with St 
Vincent’s Church to run the course for our three parishes. It will run for 7 weeks on Thursday 
evenings beginning on Thursday 22nd September. At St. Vincent’s Church, Francis Street. B7 4JY 
(The Church is in Nechells Parkway, but if you are coming by car you must approach from St. Francis 
Street) This is a major initiative for our parishes. Please invite all the people you know to come. 
 

DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of evil one.  
Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm usually in the 
undercroft, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Ring the appropriate bell or if no 
reply try the other one. 
 
THE LECTIO DIVINA (Sacred reading) Group for young adults will not meet on Tuesdays over the next few 
weeks to enable people  to come to THE GIFT meetings on Thursday evenings.  

 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 

SERIES OF PUBLIC TALKS for the Year of Mercy at St. Mary’s College, Oscott. 
Monday 17th October  -  Divine Mercy and Healing of Memories by Dr. Dawn Eden Goldstein 
Monday 7th November   -  The Year of Mercy – the way ahead by Canon David Oakley 
All talks begin at 8 pm with Compline at 9 pm. 
    
The next 40 DAYS FOR LIFE will be starts on Wednesday 28th September and runs until Sunday 9th 
November. There will be a Kick-off meeting in the Upper Room in the cloister at the Oratory, Hagley 
Road on Sunday afternoon 25th September at 3 pm. It should be an interesting meeting, so do please 
come to it. Go to the website https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/ for details and 
to book in a prayer slot when you are able to be at The Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, praying. 
 
REFUGEE WALK OF WITNESS on Sunday 2nd October with Archbishop Bernard starting at St. 
Chad’s Cathedral at 12.30 pm following the 11 am Mass and walking along the canal to Birmingham 
ICC, venue of the Conservative Party Conference.  
 
A SAINT FOR THE MIDLANDS Blessed John Henry Newman. 3 events, 3 locations.  
1. Saturday 1st October at Oscott College 2.00 pm exhibition open, talks at 3.00 pm.  
2. Monday 14th November at Newman University 6.00 pm exhibition 7.00 pm talks. 
3. Saturday 26th November at Maryvale Institute 2.00 pm exhibition talks 3.00 pm. 
See notice at the back of Church for more details. 
 
POPE BENEDICY XVI LECTURE on Monday 3rd October at 8 pm at Oscott College. Dr. Graham 
McAleer, Professor of philosophy at Loyola University will be speaking on “Man is both a seed and in 
some degree also a gardiner” Tolkein: The Natural and Religious background to the Lord of the 
Rings. 
 
THE CONSEVATIVE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP invite you to a Conference Church Service at 5.30 
pm 2nd October at Birmingham City Church, Parade, B1 3QQ and to a reception after the Service. 
 
PROCLAIM BITESIZE (2016-2017) Using social media for parish catechesis and evangelisation at 
Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, B44 9AG Wednesday 19th October 7pm – 9pm. It would be very 
helpful if some people from our parishes could go to this. 
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single adult Catholics of all ages meet, either one to 
one or through social events. Please tel. 0161 941 3498, visit the 
website www.catholicsingles.org.uk or email info@catholicsingles.org.uk 
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