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29th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    15th/16th October         

 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  
 

 12.30 am  
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
Philamena Lawler 

Sunday  10.00 am  Peter & Mary Slattery & little Peter 

Monday  10.00 am Funeral Mass of Eamonn Fitzgerald 

Tuesday  11.00 am Funeral Mass of James O’Grady 

Wednesday   (school)  9.30 am Irene Healy  Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday   (school) 9.30 am  Eileen Taylor  Mass in Sacred Heart school 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 

 11.30 am    
11.45 am 

Funeral Mass of John Joyce 
Eucharistic Service 

 
30th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    22nd/23rd October        WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday      12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Fr. Donatus 
People of parish 

SUNDAY      10.00 am  Thomas & Kathleen Smyth 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Elsie Levell, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, 
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce 
Johnson, Teresa Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Andrew Dobb, Marie Parish. 

 
SACRED HEART COLLECTIONS 
 
The collection last weekend came to £389.05 and the second CAFOD collection came to £713.72 
including the wall box. PACT £80. 
Next weekend there will be a second collection for World Mission. 

 
 
 
 

Website & facebook – please look at our parish website. We need to get 
facebook going for the Church so please start using it. You register through the 
website.                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
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Parish News 
THE GIFT – A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT COURSE This course has the backing of the Holy Father 

for the English speaking world. Sacred Heart Church and St Joseph’s Church are joining up with St 
Vincent’s Church to run the course for our three parishes. It will run for 7 weeks on Thursday 
evenings beginning on Thursday 22nd September. At St. Vincent’s Church, Francis Street. B7 4JY 
(The Church is in Nechells Parkway, but if you are coming by car you must approach from St. Francis 
Street) This is a major initiative for our parishes. Please invite all the people you know to come. 
 

FUND RAISING FOR THE ROOF We still have a very long way to go to raise all the money we need. 
PLEASE ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHETHER THEY COULD MAKE A DONATION. Please try emailing them. 

Cheques should be make out to “Sacred Heart Aston” or they can make on “online” donation through 
our church website www.sacredheartaston.com  
 

DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of evil one.  
Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm usually in the 
undercroft, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Ring the appropriate bell or if no 
reply try the other one. 
 

 

Reading Exodus 17:8-13 
 

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for 
yourself, and tomorrow morning march out to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, 
the staff of God in my hand.’ Joshua did as Moses told him and marched out to engage Amalek, 
while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As long as Moses kept his arms raised, 
Israel had the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek. But Moses’ arms 
grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him and on this he sat, Aaron and Hur supporting 
his arms, one on one side, one on the other; and his arms remained firm till sunset. With the edge of 

the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people. 

  

Psalm 120:1-8 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 

Reading 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 
 

You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be true; remember who your teachers 
were, and how, ever since you were a child, you have known the holy scriptures – from these you 
can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by 
God and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and teaching 
them to be holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully equipped and ready for 
any good work. 
Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of the living and the dead, I put this duty to 
you, in the name of his Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim the message and, welcome or 
unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct error, call to obedience – but do all with patience 

and with the intention of teaching. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 
Alleluia! 

http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


 

Gospel Luke 18:1-8 
 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. ‘There was 
a judge in a certain town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the same town 
there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you against my 
enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God 
nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just rights, or she 
will persist in coming and worry me to death.”’ 
And the Lord said ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see justice done to 
his chosen who cry to him day and night even when he delays to help them? I promise you, he will 
see justice done to them, and done speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith 

on earth?’ 

 
 

Reflection 
 
Today’s gospel begins with a reference to prayer, a favourite theme in Luke, and ends with a 
question about faith. If the parable were about prayer as the narrator suggests, then the unjust judge 
would image a God who has no respect for anyone and is slow to hear the cry of the poor! There are 
clearly problems with this, and scholars are divided on how to explain it. The most likely explanation 
is that, in the editorial process, the gospel writer has made three key additions to the story: the 
introduction about prayer; the final instruction to pay attention to the judge’s words; and the three 
questions at the end. The original parable probably ended with the words of the judge. What 
difference might this make for us as 21st century readers? The story almost certainly took on different 
meanings as it shifted from an oral to a written context. Luke fits the parable rather awkwardly to the 
issues he wants to address with his communities. 
The scene for the verses representing the original parable is “a certain city”, possibly suggesting that 
it is a story for any and every city. There are two main human characters, the judge and the widow. 
There is another non-speaking character in the wings, namely the widow’s opponent. The hearer or 
reader is invited to fill the gaps. Who is this opponent? What sort of injustice is the widow 
experiencing? Since the judge clearly recognises the validity of the widow’s claim, why does he 
refuse to hear her plea? Is it because he is accepting bribes from the woman’s adversary? What sort 
of judge would admit to having no respect for anyone, even to himself? 
A vital clue to understanding the parable lies in the translation of the final words of the judge. It 
literally reads: “so that she won’t finish up giving me a black eye”. Translators have consistently 
softened the impact of this with a metaphorical reading. Is Jesus drawing attention to the plight of 
widows in that society who can only get justice from a corrupt judiciary if they resort to violence? The 
widow in this story is one feisty woman: without the support of a husband or the benefit of social 
security payments, she has only her own personal resources to rely upon. The judge operates from 
the assumption that she is prepared to use her fists. A system that provides no other recourse for the 
vulnerable simply has to change. Jesus tells his hearers to pay attention to what the “unjust judge” 
has to say. It is not at all clear what the reader is meant to take from this story. One possibility is that 
even those who seem to have little power can win out in the end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 

SERIES OF PUBLIC TALKS for the Year of Mercy at St. Mary’s College, Oscott. 
Monday 17th October  -  Divine Mercy and Healing of Memories by Dr. Dawn Eden Goldstein 
Monday 7th November   -  The Year of Mercy – the way ahead by Canon David Oakley 
All talks begin at 8 pm with Compline at 9 pm. 
    
40 DAYS FOR LIFE started on Wednesday 28th September and runs until Sunday 9th November. 
They require many people who will go to pray peacefully outside the Marie Stopes abortion clinic in 
Arthur Road, Edgbaston from 8 am until 8 pm everyday. Go to the website 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/ for details and to book in a prayer slot when 
you are able to be at The Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, praying. 
 
THE THIRD TUESDAY of Live praise and worship, Word of God, Holy Mass and Adoration takes 
place as usual on Tuesday 18th October 6-9 pm at St. Gerard’s, Castle Vale. All welcome. 
 
A SAINT FOR THE MIDLANDS Blessed John Henry Newman. 3 events, 3 locations.  
1. Saturday 1st October at Oscott College 2.00 pm exhibition open, talks at 3.00 pm.  
2. Monday 14th November at Newman University 6.00 pm exhibition 7.00 pm talks. 
3. Saturday 26th November at Maryvale Institute 2.00 pm exhibition talks 3.00 pm. 
See notice at the back of Church for more details. 
 

 

ADRENALINE - Leadership Programme with NCS for 16 & 17 year olds 
This Autumn Soli are offering an intensive positive personal development programme which is part of 
the National Citizen Service initiative (NCS). Two exciting leadership  residential programmes  with 
outward bounds adventure and digging deeper into our social consciousness and followed by 
dynamic tailor made  social action project with Soli & Fr Hudsons Care with a focus on the elderly 
and refugees.  
This leadership programme for 16 and 17 year olds will be offered for FREE this Autumn because of 
the funding from NCS. We would welcome all young people especially with extra needs/ from 
challenging back grounds, and will also assist with transport. The NCS programme is a great boost 
for a student's UCAS, their CVs and the residential elements count towards the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh. We are looking forward to running four sets of dates throughout Autumn, all of these 
dates are offered outside of school time. Please see Fr. Stephen, if you might be interested in this. 
 
Autumnal Concert Saturday October 15th 2016  7.30pm at St. Barnabas Church, Erdington. 
Featuring works by: Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Poulenc, Faure, Thomas Arne,  Vaughan 
Williams, Bartok, Cole Porter and The Beatles.  
Tickets: £7 (Adults) £3.50 (Children & Students) Includes free interval wine and nibbles. All proceeds 
go towards St. Barnabas Church Funds.  
 
MARCH FOR LIFE FUND RAISING CONCERT with internationally famous singer and guitarist 
Martin Aelred, who has performed for HRH Prince Charles, The United Nations and for the Pope. 
Saturday 3rd December. Doors open 7 pm at St. Anne’s Centre, Alcester Street, Digbeth, B12 0PH. 
Booking required, places limited. Tickets £10. To book tickets email info@marchforlife.co.uk or phone 
Isabel on 07773501721. 
 
NATIONAL 2017 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATORY 8 DAY FATIMA PILGRIMAGE 10TH 17TH July  
£725 with Fr. Gerard Kelly and Bishop Robert Byrne. For further information contact Mrs. Brigid 
McKenna on 0121 429 4145. 
 

 
PROCLAIM BITESIZE (2016-2017) Using social media for parish catechesis and evangelisation at 
Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, B44 9AG Wednesday 19th October 7pm – 9pm. It would be very 
helpful if some people from our parishes could go to this. 
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