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30th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    22nd/23rd October        WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  
 

 12.30 am  
6.00 pm 

Fr. Donatus 
People of parish   

Sunday  10.00 am  Thomas & Kathleen Smyth   Baptism of Samiha Kamaria 
Berhane Lincoln 

Monday  9.30 am Paddy O’Neill 

Tuesday  11.00 am James O’Grady 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday 10.00 am  Sr. Gertrude Connelly 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 

 9.30 am 
10.00 am 

   
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
John Joyce 
Eucharistic Service 

 
31st SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    29th/30th October 

 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday      12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Jackie & Sheila Commissioning Eucharistic ministers 
Tony Deehan  Baptism of Isaac Doherty 

SUNDAY      10.00 am  John & Mary White 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Elsie Levell, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, 
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce 
Johnson, Teresa Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish. 

 
SACRED HEART COLLECTIONS 
 
The collection last weekend came to £272.39 and the second collection for the Daughters of Divine 
Love came to £236.98.  
This weekend there will be a second collection for World Mission. It will go to Mission and help heal 
the broken-Hearted in Rwanda. 
There will also be another opportunity to give something to the Daughters of Divine love for Sr. 
Florence to attend the Funeral of Fr. Donatus who brought her up from the age of 4. 
Next weekend we have our October Fiver a month collection. 

 
VOLUNTEERS …..We need plenty of volunteers to help with the running of the Church: Here are some we 
need together with the co-ordinator. Please contact the co-ordinator if you think you might be able to help. 

TASK Co-ordinator Telephone 
Church cleaning Teresa O’Gorman 07585907706 

Counting collection Mary Crotty  

Children’s Liturgy Sheila McKernan 0121 344 3028 

Visiting sick & housebound Sheila McKernan 0121 344 3028 

Readers  Mary & Kate McManus 0121 523 9613 

Welcoming ministry Shirleyni   

Altar Servers Peter McKernan 0121 344 3028 

Baptism Preparation  Fr. Stephen 0121 327 0235 

 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


Website & facebook – please look at our parish website. We need to get facebook going for the 
Church so please start using it. You register through the website.                                                                                                    

 

Parish News 
 
THE GIFT – A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT COURSE This course has the backing of the Holy Father for the 
English speaking world. Sacred Heart Church and St Joseph’s Church are joining up with St 
Vincent’s Church to run the course for our three parishes. It will run for 7 weeks on Thursday 
evenings beginning on Thursday 22nd September. At St. Vincent’s Church, Francis Street. B7 4JY 
(The Church is in Nechells Parkway, but if you are coming by car you must approach from St. Francis 
Street) This is a major initiative for our parishes. Please invite all the people you know to come. 
 
FUND RAISING FOR THE ROOF We still have a very long way to go to raise all the money we need. 
PLEASE ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHETHER THEY COULD MAKE A DONATION. Please try 
emailing them. Cheques should be make out to “Sacred Heart Aston” or they can make on “online” 
donation through our church website www.sacredheartaston.com  
 
DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of evil one.  
Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm usually in the 
undercroft, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Ring the appropriate bell or if no 
reply try the other one. 
 

 

Reading Ecclesiasticus 35:15-17,20-22 
 

The Lord is a judge 
who is no respecter of personages. 
He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a poor man, 
he listens to the plea of the injured party. 
He does not ignore the orphan’s supplication, 
nor the widow’s as she pours out her story. 
The man who with his whole heart serves God will be accepted, 
his petitions will carry to the clouds. 
The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, 
until it arrives he is inconsolable, 
And the Lord will not be slow, 

nor will he be dilatory on their behalf. 

 

Psalm 33:2-3,17-19,23 
 

The poor man called; the Lord has heard him. 
 

Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. I have 
fought the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to 
come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 
The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support me. Every one 
of them deserted me – may they not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave 
me power, so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; 
and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, 
and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 
to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 18:9-14 
 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being virtuous and 
despised everyone else: ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not 
grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax 
collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood some distance 
away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, “God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God; the other did not. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

 
Reflection 
 
The parable of the Pharisee and the toll collector follows that of the persistent widow and the unjust 
judge. Luke frames the parable with comments about being just or in right relationship (translated 
“virtuous”) and justified (translated “at rights with God”). It is addressed to “certain people” who will 
find a mirror image of themselves in the first of the characters, the Pharisee. Historically, the 
Pharisees were honorable people, well-versed in Jewish religious traditions and faithful in observing 
the Law. They made up a very small percentage of the population. In the gospels, they often appear 
as code for religious leadership that is self-focused, contemptuous of others, and out of touch with 
the struggle of ordinary people’s lives. In Luke, some of the Jesus’ harshest condemnation is 
reserved for the Pharisees of the gospel. 
The Pharisee goes up to the Jerusalem Temple to pray. There is no surprise in this. That’s what 
Pharisees do. More surprising is the identification of the other person who also heads for the Temple 
to pray, a toll collector or tax agent, a man in the pay of the occupying forces, not exactly a person to 
be trusted and certainly not one connected with proper worship. The Pharisee prays “to himself” or 
“by himself” or “about himself”: any one of the three translations is possible. He prays with his eyes 
cast sideways towards his thieving prayer companion. He prides himself on going beyond the 
prescriptions of the Law. The toll collector, in contrast, stands at a distance, eyes cast down, beating 
his breast, acknowledging his need for God’s mercy and recognising God as the source of 
compassion and forgiveness. For an audience who “have confidence in themselves that they are 
righteous”, this portrait of the tax agent in right relationship with God is confronting. For such people, 
being a tax agent is synonymous with being unrighteous. 
The language of the toll collector’s prayer, “God be merciful (hilasthēti) to me a sinner”, evokes the 
prayer of a young man of Judah who, almost two centuries before, had seen his brothers die for their 
faith and who was himself facing death. The young man acknowledged the waywardness of his 
people, praying that God would be merciful to them and deliver them from persecution (2 Maccabees 
7:37). The toll collector of the Lukan parable is more in tune with the faith tradition of his people than 
is its respected guardian, the Pharisee. Once again, right relationship with God and others is less a 
matter of who we are or what we do than the spirit in which we do it. There is no room for self-
righteousness in God’s way of being in the world. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 



 

SERIES OF PUBLIC TALKS for the Year of Mercy at St. Mary’s College, Oscott. 
Monday 7th November   -  The Year of Mercy – the way ahead by Canon David Oakley 
All talks begin at 8 pm with Compline at 9 pm. 
    
40 DAYS FOR LIFE started on Wednesday 28th September and runs until Sunday 9th November. 
They require many people who will go to pray peacefully outside the Marie Stopes abortion clinic in 
Arthur Road, Edgbaston from 8 am until 8 pm everyday. Go to the website 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/ for details and to book in a prayer slot when 
you are able to be at The Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, praying. 
 
THE THIRD TUESDAY of Live praise and worship, Word of God, Holy Mass and Adoration takes 
place as usual on Tuesday 18th October 6-9 pm at St. Gerard’s, Castle Vale. All welcome. 
 
A SAINT FOR THE MIDLANDS Blessed John Henry Newman. 3 events, 3 locations.  
1. Saturday 1st October at Oscott College 2.00 pm exhibition open, talks at 3.00 pm.  
2. Monday 14th November at Newman University 6.00 pm exhibition 7.00 pm talks. 
3. Saturday 26th November at Maryvale Institute 2.00 pm exhibition talks 3.00 pm. 
See notice at the back of Church for more details. 

 

 

ADRENALINE - Leadership Programme with NCS for 16 & 17 year olds 
This Autumn Soli are offering an intensive positive personal development programme which is part of 
the National Citizen Service initiative (NCS). Two exciting leadership  residential programmes  with 
outward bounds adventure and digging deeper into our social consciousness and followed by 
dynamic tailor made  social action project with Soli & Fr Hudsons Care with a focus on the elderly 
and refugees.  
This leadership programme for 16 and 17 year olds will be offered for FREE this Autumn because of 
the funding from NCS. We would welcome all young people especially with extra needs/ from 
challenging back grounds, and will also assist with transport. The NCS programme is a great boost 
for a student's UCAS, their CVs and the residential elements count towards the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh. We are looking forward to running four sets of dates throughout Autumn, all of these 
dates are offered outside of school time. Please see Fr. Stephen, if you might be interested in this. 
 
MARCH FOR LIFE FUND RAISING CONCERT with internationally famous singer and guitarist 
Martin Aelred, who has performed for HRH Prince Charles, The United Nations and for the Pope. 
Saturday 3rd December. Doors open 7 pm at St. Anne’s Centre, Alcester Street, Digbeth, B12 0PH. 
Booking required, places limited. Tickets £10. To book tickets email info@marchforlife.co.uk or phone 
Isabel on 07773501721. 
 
NATIONAL 2017 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATORY 8 DAY FATIMA PILGRIMAGE 10TH 17TH July 
£725 with Fr. Gerard Kelly and Bishop Robert Byrne. For further information contact Mrs. Brigid 
McKenna on 0121 429 4145. 
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