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ADVENT SUNDAY    26th /27th November 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  
 

 12.30 am  
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Douglas & Graham Mitchell 

Sunday  10.00 am  John Joyce 

Monday   No Mass 

Tuesday   No Mass 

Wednesday  (school)  9.30 am Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday 10.00 am  TBA 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 

 9.30 am 
10.00 am 

   
 

11.30 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Greta Tobin 

Funeral Mass of William Fitzgerald 

ADVENT II    3rd /4th December 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday     12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

TBA 
Pat Wall 

SUNDAY     10.00 am  People of parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Elsie Levell, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, 
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce 
Johnson, Teresa Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, Maura 
Lawrence. 

 
SACRED HEART COLLECTIONS 
The collection last weekend came to £ 256.83 
This week-end we have our November Fiver a month collection. 
Next weekend we have the Poor Parishes second collection. 

 
VOLUNTEERS …..We need plenty of volunteers to help with the running of the Church: 
Here are some we need together with the co-ordinator. Please contact the co-ordinator if 
you think you might be able to help. 

TASK Co-ordinator Telephone 
Church cleaning Teresa O’Gorman 07585 907706 

Counting collection Mary Crotty  

Children’s Liturgy Sheila McKernan 0121 344 3028 

Visiting sick & housebound Sheila McKernan 0121 344 3028 

Readers  Mary & Kate McManus 0121 523 9613 

Welcoming ministry Shirleyni 07583 177413 

Altar Servers Peter McKernan & Sr. Clare 0121 344 3028 

Baptism Preparation  Fr. Stephen 0121 327 0235 

 

Raise the Roof Raffle –  12th/13th November  No: 19 Bill Keating 

 
Annual Blessing of Graves   
Witton 27th November  3.00 pm  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
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First reading Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

Psalm 121:1-2,4-5,6-9 
 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
 

Second reading Romans 13:11-14 
 
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was 
when we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up all the 
things we prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let 
us live decently as people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, 
and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 24:37-44 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. 
For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, 
right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and 
swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one 
is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be 
quite sure of this that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would 
come, he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the 
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.’ 



Reflection 
As we begin a new liturgical year, Matthew's Jesus invites us to contemplate the ultimate realities 
even as we attend to the demands of the present. He tells us to be “awake”, to be “ready” all the 
time, not because death or the end of the world are around the corner, but because we need to 
recognise the multiple “advents” or arrivals of the Christ, the Human One, who calls us beyond 
self-absorption to Life. He reminds us that we are no different from our forebears who from 
earliest days have gone about their daily business without being sufficiently attentive to what 
really matters. In our times, we have allowed thieves to break in and plunder our planet, our 
common home, because thieves come in guises that we fail to recognise. They so often look just 
like us and do the things we do. It may be that we must first be attentive to our own ways of 
plundering the house that is home to all of God’s creatures. We spend much of our time looking 
back. That has its place, since our history informs our present and helps us in shaping our future, 
though all the while we know with Auden that ‘[t]he past is foreign country: they do things 
differently there’. Advent invites us to look forward rather than back and to dream gospel-inspired 
dreams that will enable creative change in our own lives and in the life of our planet. It invites us 
to be awake, to be ready for any eventuality. Dreams and visions have always been the 
precursors to effective and life-giving change. We need the grace to see visions and to dream 
dreams that make for justice and peace and that permit us to walk more freely in the light of 
God’s ways. We seek the grace to “see” God's word as did the prophet Isaiah in the first reading 
(Isa 2:1-5). We need to put our energy into creating life-generating systems that enable us to 
move forward in the paths of gospel compassion and love. 

 

Parish News 
 
The Roof Committee meets this Thursday 1st December at 7 pm in the Presbytery. 
There will be a Food Bank collection in Tesco’s on 1st,  2nd and 3rd December. Fr. Mark is looking 
for more people to help on the Saturday 3rd. If you can help, please phone him on 07974904793. 
 
St. Joseph’s Christmas Bazaar is on Friday 2nd December 1.30 – 3.30 pm at St. Joseph’s 
School, Rocky Lane. It would be lovely to see people from Sacred Heart there. 
 
CAROL SINGING Children from Sacred Heart School will be singing carols in Tesco’s on 
Wednesday 7th December 4 -5 pm. Why not go and support them? 
  
ADVENT WALK WITH ME BOOKS These are available this weekend and start this Sunday. 
They will help you to keep a good Advent. Take several copies and give them to friends or 
colleagues and ask them to walk with you this Advent. There are also calendars. 
 
SACRED HEART CHRISTMAS PARTY is on Friday 16th December at 7 pm in the Club. Carol 
singing, Bingo, Raffle and buffet. Tickets Adults £5, children £2 which includes the buffet. 
 
SACRED HEART CHURCH ROOF UPDATE We have appointed architects who are in the 
process of drawing up the schedule of works so that it can go to tender. We would hope to have 
the tenders in by Christmas or soon after. Then we shall know exactly what it is going to cost. We 
hope that work will start in the spring. We still have a lot of money to raise (approx. £150,000) 
and so need to keep raising money. We shall be going ahead with the work. The question is: 
How big will our overdraft be? 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of the evil 
one.  Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
usually in the Presbytery, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Sometimes it 
may be in the undercroft. Ring the appropriate bell or if no reply try the other one. 

 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
The Second Annual Redford Lecture, delivered by Bishop John Arnold and entitled Pope 
Francis: A New Challenge for Everyone, will take place on Wednesday 30 November 2016 
at 7.30pm at the Maryvale Institute.   
 
MARCH FOR LIFE FUND RAISING CONCERT with internationally famous singer and guitarist 
Martin Aelred, who has performed for HRH Prince Charles, The United Nations and for the Pope. 
Saturday 3rd December. Doors open 7 pm at St. Anne’s Centre, Alcester Street, Digbeth, B12 
0PH. Booking required, places limited. Tickets £10. To book tickets email 
info@marchforlife.co.uk or phone Isabel on 07773501721 
 
BIRMINGHAM CHURCHES WINTER NIGHT SHELTER PROJECT 2017 The South Aston 
United Reform Church has agreed to host 12 homeless men on a Monday night on their Church 
premises, providing and evening meal, overnight accommodation, a cooked breakfast and a 
packed lunch on Tuesday. If you would like to help with this or to make a donation towards costs, 
please contact the Minister The Revd. Peter Little on 0121 551 0077. 
 
THE PERMANENT DIACONATE The Archdiocese wishes to give greater publicity to the 
Permanent Diaconate in the life of the Church and has produced a leaflet summarising the main 
features of the Permanent Diaconate and giving information regarding the procedure for 
prospective candidates, who believe they may have a calling, to apply for formation in the 
Archdiocese. Copies are available at the back of Church and your prayers are requested for 
more vocations to this ministry. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES The Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of 
Malta, take a group of sick people to Lourdes Friday 5th May – Thursday 11th May with 
accommodation in the Accueil Notre Dame. They invite application from sick and disabled and 
aged people. It is heavily subsidised, but pilgrims would normally be asked to contribute £290. If 
you are interested in applying, please see Fr. Stephen. 
 
NATIONAL 2017 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATORY 8 DAY FATIMA PILGRIMAGE 10TH 17TH 
July £725 with Fr. Gerard Kelly and Bishop Robert Byrne. For further information contact Mrs. 
Brigid McKenna on 0121 429 4145. Would a group from Sacred Heart & St. Joseph’s like to join 
this? There may be some subsidy towards it. 
 
RECONCILE THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER 6.00 – 8.00pm – an evening of music, adoration and 
confession at St. Chad’s Cathedral for all those aged 18+. For more information email: 
reconcile2016@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:info@marchforlife.co.uk

