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2nd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  14th/15th January           Peace Day    

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

 12.30 am 
 

 
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
SE 

Sunday  10.00 am 
4.00 pm 

 Elaine McGlynn  
Rosary (ring Presbytery door bell) 

Monday   No Mass 

Tuesday   No Mass 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday   No Mass 

Friday  10.00 am 
 

 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Eucharistic Service 

3rd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  21st/22nd  January  

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Johnnie McManus 
Angela Vousden 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, 
May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce Johnson, Teresa 
Francis, Bill Lawton, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, Maura Lawrence, Michael 
O’Reilly. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £304.03. 
This weekend there will be a second collection for Pax Christi. 
 

Raise the Roof Raffle: 24th December No: 27 – Margaret Delaney 
       25th December No: 17 – Kate McManus 
       31st December No: 16 – Maureen Flynn 
        8th January No: 36 – John McManus 

 
Many thanks to the St. Joseph’s Music Group for the Christmas Musical last Saturday at Sacred 
Heart. 
 
The funeral of Elsie Levell will take place on Thursday 26th January at 11.00 am at Sacred Heart 
Church. Please keep the family in your prayers. 

 
SACRED HEART CHURCH ROOF UPDATE The tenders have been received and Midland    

has been given the job at a price of £399,030.07. We shall soon be having a 
meeting with the contractors to work out the dates. This price includes all the 
work for the roof, but there is some other work which must be done while the 
scaffolding is up and that will probably come to an extra £70,000. 
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http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


First reading    Isaiah 49:3,5-6 
 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, 
in whom I shall be glorified’; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength. 
And now the Lord has spoken, 
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
to gather Israel to him: 
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 

  

Psalm   39:2,4,7-10 
 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

 

Second reading     1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to 
the church of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their 
place among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no 
less than ours. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  cf.Lk19:38,2:14 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on the King who comes, 
in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest heavens! 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel      John 1:29-34 
 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks 
before me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him 
to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on 
him from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent me 
to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest 
is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness 
that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 
John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus’ mission as the One who redeems us 
from our sins. The blood of the Passover Lamb delivered the Israelites in Egypt from slavery and 
death. The Lord Jesus freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. The blood which he poured out for us on the cross cleanses, heals, and frees us from our 
slavery to sin. It is significant that John was the son of Zachariah, a priest of Israel who 
participated in the daily sacrifice of a lamb in the temple for the sins of the people. John 
recognised that Jesus was the perfect unblemished lamb offered by the Father in heaven as the 
one and only sacrifice that could cancel the debt of sin. When John says he did not know Jesus 
he was referring to the hidden reality of Jesus’ divinity. But the Holy Spirit in that hour revealed to 
John Jesus’ true nature, such that John bore witness that this is the Son of God. How can we be 
certain that Jesus is truly the Christ, the Son of the living God? The Holy Spirit makes the Lord 
Jesus Christ known to us through the gift of faith. God gives us his Spirit as our helper and guide 
who opens our hearts and minds to receive and comprehend the great mystery and plan of God 
– to unite all things in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Do you want to grow in the knowledge and 
love of Jesus Christ? Ask the Lord to pour his Holy Spirit to pour his Holy Spirit upon you to 

deepen your faith, hope, and love for God and for the Plan he has for your life. 

 

Parish News 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18th – 25th January. Please keep this in your 
prayers during this week and attend Masses and other times of prayer when you can. 
In Aston there will be an ecumenical Prayer Service on Wednesday 18th at 7 pm at Mount Sion 
Church in Thomas Street. There will also be prayer at St. Chad’s Cathedral on Friday 20th 
January 7 am – 10 pm and again on Saturday 7 am – 4 pm. Do try to pop in there sometime 
during those times. There will also be an Ecumenical Service at the Church of Christ in Gt. 
Francis Street, Duddeston on Sunday 22nd at 6.00 pm. 
 
ROSARY Do you say the rosary every day? Would you like to learn how to say it or be 
encouraged by others? We shall say the rosary together on Sunday afternoons at 4 pm during 
the regular exposition in the Presbytery at Sacred Heart. Ring the bell at the Presbytery door and 
someone will let you in. 
 
THE GREAT ADVENTURE We shall be doing the “Quick Journey through the Bible” an 8 
session course with Jeff Cavins starting on Thursday 9th February at  pm at  This course teaches 
you how to read the Bible and introduces you to the Bible Time Line which helps you understand 
the narrative of salvation from creation to the present. This is a good place to start if you are 
interested in the Catholic religion. Bring your friends. Please take a registration form and return it 
asap. 
 
Can you join a prayer group? Not only do you pray, but you receive faith support from others 
which is vital for the Christian life. We have the following groups. 
On a Tuesday, young people meet at St. Vincent’s for Lectio Divina (bible study) 
On a Thursday an all age group meets at Sacred Heart in the undercroft at 6.30 pm. This  
On a Friday at 12 noon a group meets at St. Joseph’s. It is preceded by a Eucharistic Service 
and a light soup lunch afterwards. 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of the evil 
one.  Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
usually in the Presbytery, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Sometimes it 
may be in the undercroft. Ring the appropriate bell or if no reply try the other one. 
 
For those at St. Joseph’s you might like to know Frank Lowery’s address and perhaps be able to 
visit him. It is Madeline House, 60 Manor Road, Stechford, B33 8EJ Tel. 0800 020 9524. 
 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
SILENT MOVIE NIGHT with live musical accompaniment from Vincent Byrne. Saturday 21st 
January at St. Barnabas Church, High Street, Erdington, B23 6SY, 7.30 pm. Tickets £7 
Concessions £3.50. 
 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SUNDAY is next Sunday 22nd January with a special event at the 
Banqueting Suite in the Council House at 2 pm – 4 pm. Doors open at 1 pm. 
 
THE NEW EPARCHY OF GREAT BRITAIN in conjunction with the Alpha Institute of Theology &   
Diplomas, Bachelors and Masters in Theology at very reasonable rates.  See leaflets at the back 
of Church for more information. 
 
TAIZE INTERNATION EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. Young adults (16-
35) are encouraged to register event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st May 2017. Go to the Taize 
website www.Taize.fr and search for Hidden Treasure.  
The organisers are looking for people in the local area who could put up some of the young 
people. Their needs are modest, just floorspace would be acceptable, plus a modest breakfast in 
the morning. Please sign the list at the back if you think you might be able to help. 
You are invited to attend a meeting in preparation on Saturday 4th February at Carrs Lane 
Church from 10 am – 12.30 pm. 
 
FACE2FACE For young men 14-18 yrs Wednesday 5th April 2017. Face2Face is a one-day, 
Christ-centered, prayer fueled immersion in Catholic teachings on leadership, evangelisation, 
and discipleship inspired by the life and witness of some awesome and inspiring real men of 
faith. We have a great line up, including local and world class speakers from overseas. They'll be 
talks, workshops, praise and worship, peer to peer engagement, prayer and encounter. For 
further information and to register go to www.vocations.org.uk  
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, 
disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it. This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year. For confidential information about or to 
register for the programme commencing with a residential weekend on  17th-19th March, 2017, 
the email info@retrouvaille.org.uk ; call or text 0788 729 6983  or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  
  
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES The Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of 
Malta, take a group of sick people to Lourdes Friday 5th May – Thursday 11th May with 
accommodation in the Accueil Notre Dame. They invite application from sick and disabled and 
aged people. It is heavily subsidised, but pilgrims would normally be asked to contribute £290. If 
you are interested in applying, please see Fr. Stephen. 
 
NATIONAL 2017 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATORY 8 DAY FATIMA PILGRIMAGE 10TH - 17TH 
July £725 with Fr. Gerard Kelly and Bishop Robert Byrne. For further information contact Mrs. 
Brigid McKenna on 0121 429 4145. Would a group from Sacred Heart & St. Joseph’s like to join 
this? There may be some subsidy towards it. 
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