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4th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  28th/29th   January  

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

 12.30 am 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Johnnie McManus 
Angela Vousden 

Sunday  10.00 am 
4.00 pm 

 Michael Breen  
Rosary (ring Presbytery door bell) 

Monday  9.30 am Kath & Derek Povey 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday 10.00 am  Sr. Rosario 

Thursday CANDLEMAS 
 

 
 
7.30 pm 

9.30 am Noran & Sean & family Mass in St. 
 Joseph’s School 

Michael Breen 

Friday  9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mary & Scott (Foden) 
Eucharistic Service 

5th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    4th/5th February 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Betty O’Connor 
Delaney & Wheeler families 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, 
May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Joyce Johnson, Teresa 
Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, Maura Lawrence, Michael O’Reilly. 

 
Please pray for Treyden Sidney Christie being baptised here this Sunday morning after the 10 
am Mass and for his parents Keith & Jocelyn. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £331.79. 
This weekend we shall have our January Fiver a month collection. 
Next weekend there is a second collection for LIFE 

 
SACRED HEART CHURCH ROOF UPDATE The tenders have been received and Midland    
has been given the job at a price of £399,030.07. We shall soon be having a meeting with the 
contractors to work out the dates. This price includes all the work for the roof, but there is some 
other work which must be done while the scaffolding is up and that will probably come to an extra 
£70,000. 
 
CONFIRMATION Bishop Robert will be coming to Sacred Heart Church for the Confirmation on 
Tuesday 7th February at 7 pm. Please come along and support our candidates. 
 
USEFUL WEBSITES 
Here are some websites that it worth exploring or going to when you have a question about the 
Catholic religion. 
Catholic Answers  at www.catholic.com  
www.catholicscomehome.org  
For Science, reason and faith visit www.magiscenter.com  
www.ewtn.com  
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/
http://www.catholic.com/
http://www.catholicscomehome.org/
http://www.magiscenter.com/
http://www.ewtn.com/


First reading     Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13 
 

Seek the Lord, all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his commands. 
Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord. 
In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, and those who are left in Israel will seek 
refuge in the name of the Lord. 
They will do no wrong, will tell no lies;  
and the perjured tongue will no longer be found in their mouths. 
But they will be able to graze and rest with no one to disturb them. 

 

Psalm 145:6-10 
 
How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Second reading   1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
 
Take yourselves for instance, brothers, at the time when you were called: how many of you were 
wise in the ordinary sense of the word, how many were influential people, or came from noble 
families? No, it was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by human reckoning, and 
to shame what is strong that he chose what is weak by human reckoning; those whom the world 
thinks common and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen – those who are nothing at 
all to show up those who are everything. The human race has nothing to boast about to God, but 
you, God has made members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he has become our wisdom, 
and our virtue, and our holiness, and our freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, 
let him boast about the Lord. 

      
Gospel Acclamation    Mt11:25 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 
to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. 
Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 
‘How happy are the poor in spirit;    theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle:    they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn:    they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:    they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful:    they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart:    they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers:    they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:    theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Reflection 
 
The repeated use of the word “happy” is striking in the words that Jesus spoke to the crowd from 
his seat on the hill. Parts of Jesus’ prescription for happiness is attractive, like being gentle and 
merciful, whereas others are harder to equate with happiness. Most of us would not feel happy 
being abused, persecuted or maligned. These words of Jesus are often portrayed as a 
description of what a Christian should be, with the emphasis on being gentle and merciful. The 
strong sentences about “hunger and thirst for what is right” and being “persecuted in the cause of 
right” are overlooked. The sermon on the mount is a package. We cannot select the appealing 
parts and ignore the hard parts. What Jesus said to the people that day – and to us – is like an 
expansion of the words of the prophet Micah written centuries earlier: “What then does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly, love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God”. These three 
aspects of the spiritual life were also an intergrated package for Micah. Millions of words have 
been written about happiness and millions of advertisements in the media all over the world 
target the human desire for happiness. If we have made a commitment to following Jesus it is 
easy to see through the “have more” approach of the media’s happiness merchants. It is harder 
to deal with our own natural tendency to shy away from the demands that justice places on the 
followers of Christ, and the potential consequences for us of acting justly. As followers of Christ 
we cannot be truly happy in the presence of injustice, especially if it is possible for us to do 
something about it. Acting in the cause of right requires courage and commitment. It begins with 
awareness and the willingness to take small steps in our daily lives, perhaps by addressing 
injustices which can be found in our family or workplace or a local aspect of a global issue. God 
has an amazing way of helping us to grow into new aspects of discipleship if we take the first few 
steps, no matter how small. 

 

Parish News 
 
St. Blaise’s Day is Friday this week. The Mass will be followed by the blessing of throats. 
 
ROSARY Do you say the rosary every day? Would you like to learn how to say it or be 
encouraged by others? We shall say the rosary together on Sunday afternoons at 4 pm during 
the regular exposition in the Presbytery at Sacred Heart. Ring the bell at the Presbytery door and 
someone will let you in. 
 
THE GREAT ADVENTURE starts next week Thursday 9th February.  
We shall be doing the “Quick Journey through the Bible” an 8 session course with Jeff Cavins 
starting on Thursday 9th February at 6.00 pm at  This course teaches you how to read the Bible 
and introduces you to the Bible Time Line which helps you understand the narrative of salvation 
from creation to the present. This is a good place to start if you are interested in the Catholic 
religion. Bring your friends. Please take a registration form and return it by this weekend. 
 
Can you join a prayer group? Not only do you pray, but you receive faith support from others 
which is vital for the Christian life. We have the following groups. 
On a Tuesday, young people meet at St. Vincent’s for Lectio Divina (bible study) 
On a Thursday an all age group meets at Sacred Heart in the undercroft at 6.30 pm.   
On a Friday at 12 noon a group meets at St. Joseph’s. It is preceded by a Eucharistic Service 
and a light soup lunch afterwards. 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of the evil 
one.  Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
usually in the Presbytery, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Sometimes it 
may be in the undercroft. Ring the appropriate bell or if no reply try the other one. 
 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 

St. PAUL’S BOOKSHOP at St. Chad’s is advertising a part-time job 2 or 3 days a week with the 
possibility of becoming fulltime. They are looking for someone with an outgoing attitude, who is 
happy to work in the shop as well as willing to promote St. Paul’s relationship with Catholic 
schools and Churches of the city and Archdiocese. Salary is negotiable, depending on skills and 
experience. Contact the bookshop manager, Lorenzo Torri on 0121 236 6336. 
 
TAIZE INTERNATIONAL EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. Young adults 
(16-35) are encouraged to register for the event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st May 2017. Go to 
the Taize website www.Taize.fr and search for Hidden Treasure.  
The organisers are looking for people in the local area who could put up some of the young 
people. Their needs are modest, just floorspace would be acceptable, plus a modest breakfast in 
the morning. Please sign the list at the back if you think you might be able to help. 
You are invited to attend a meeting in preparation on Saturday 4th February at Carrs Lane 
Church from 10 am – 12.30 pm. 
 
FACE2FACE For young men 14-18 yrs Wednesday 5th April 2017. Face2Face is a one-day, 
Christ-centred, prayer fuelled immersion in Catholic teachings on leadership, evangelisation, and 
discipleship inspired by the life and witness of some awesome and inspiring real men of faith. We 
have a great line up, including local and world class speakers from overseas. They'll be talks, 
workshops, praise and worship, peer to peer engagement, prayer and encounter. For further 
information and to register go to www.vocations.org.uk  
RISE UP Freedom & Brotherhood. A weekend of Discovery and Adventure for Young Men 
ages 16-35 10th – 12th February at Alton Castle see www. 
FLAME at Wembley arena 11th March. The largest Catholic Youth event of 2017 Tickets £35. 
Contact maria.bracken@kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk. 
BRIGHTLIGHTS Catholic Festival for Young Adults  23 -25 June. See www.brightlights.ork.uk 
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, 
disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it. This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year. For confidential information about or to 
register for the programme commencing with a residential weekend on  17th-19th March, 2017, 
the email info@retrouvaille.org.uk ; call or text 0788 729 6983  or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  
  
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES The Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of 
Malta, take a group of sick people to Lourdes Friday 5th May – Thursday 11th May with 
accommodation in the Accueil Notre Dame. They invite application from sick and disabled and 
aged people. It is heavily subsidised, but pilgrims would normally be asked to contribute £290. If 
you are interested in applying, please see Fr. Stephen. 
 
NATIONAL 2017 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATORY 8 DAY FATIMA PILGRIMAGE 10TH - 17TH 
July £725 with Fr. Gerard Kelly and Bishop Robert Byrne. For further information contact Mrs. 
Brigid McKenna on 0121 429 4145. Would a group from Sacred Heart & St. Joseph’s like to join 
this? There may be some subsidy towards it. 
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