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6th  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    11th/12th February    RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

 12.30 am 
 

 
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Joanne & Rob Wheeler 

Sunday  10.00 am 
4.00 pm 

 Michael Breen 
Rosary (ring Presbytery door bell) 

Monday  9.30 am Eileen Cronogue 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday (school)  
 

1.30 pm 

9.30 am Bridget & Tim Curtin  in St. Joseph’s 
school 
FUNERAL MASS FOR BILL LAWTON 

Thursday  (school) 9.30 am 
 

 Kath & Derek Povey   in Sacred Heart 
school 

Friday  9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tom Small 
Eucharistic Service 

7th  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    18th/19th February   

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Dan Hanlon & Noel Hanlon 
Mary Conlon 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Frances Goulding,  
Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett,  
Lisa Brean, May Walker, Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy,  
Joyce Johnson, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, Michael O’Reilly. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £310.65. 
The second collection for LIFE last weekend came to £267.35 
This weekend there is a second collection for RACIAL JUSTICE 
Raise the Roof Raffle: 4th February No: 12 – Nora O’Connor 
       5th February No: 28 – E. Robins 
 
I would like to extend a huge thank you to the Altar Servers, Choir, Organist, Cleaning Team, 
Flower Team and everyone whose hard work helped to make the Confirmation Mass on Tuesday 
evening such a huge success and a wonderful occasion.  I was especially pleased to welcome 
Bishop Robert Byrne to the parish. Please pray for the 22 children who were confirmed, and their 
families.  
 
Maura Lawrence – sadly Maura passed away on Tuesday evening. Maura was a dedicated 
member of the Sacred Heart, both Parish and School. She led the choir for many years and she 
will be greatly missed. Please keep Maura and her family in your prayers.   
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THE QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE - A Great Adventure not to be 
missed - continues this week on Thursday at 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm prompt start and will 

finish at 8 pm. It will take place at St. Vincent’s in Nechells Parkway B7 4JY. By car 
you must enter through Francis Street. The course runs for eight weeks. 
(missing 9th March when St. Vincent’s have their Confirmation) 

Please bring your friends. This is a really good introduction for anyone interested in the 

Catholic religion and will give all Catholics a better understanding to enable them to 
read the Bible with understanding. 
 

First reading     Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21 
 
If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. 
He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 
Man has life and death before him; whichever a man likes better will be given him. 
For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. 
His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. 
He never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permission to sin. 

 
Psalm 118:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34 
 

They are happy who follow God’s law! 
 

Second reading  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
 
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is 
true, still less of the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of 
God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for our glory 
before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or 
they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no 
eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has prepared 
for those who love him. These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, 
for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel   Matthew 5:17-37 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I 
have come not to abolish but to complete them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, 
not one dot, not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is achieved. 
Therefore, the man who infringes even one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be considered the least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who 
keeps them and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven. 
‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
get into the kingdom of heaven. 
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he 
must answer for it before the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will 
answer for it before the court; if a man calls his brother “Fool” he will answer for it before the 
Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will answer for it in hell fire. So then, if you are 
bringing your offering to the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother first, and 
then come back and present your offering. Come to terms with your opponent in good time while 
you are still on the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge 
to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you have 
paid the last penny. 
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man 
looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right 
eye should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one 
part of you than to have your whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand should cause you 
to sin, cut it off and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have 
your whole body go to hell. 
‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a writ of dismissal. But I say 
this to you: everyone who divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her an 
adulteress; and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must 
fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all, either by heaven, since that 
is God’s throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of 
the great king. Do not swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single hair white or 
black. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; anything more than this 
comes from the evil one.’ 

 

Reflection 

We sometimes forget that Jesus was a faithful Jew who observed the Law handed down within 
Israel from generation to generation. Today’s gospel brings us the continuation of Matthew’s 
Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus, the faithful Jewish teacher, addresses his Jewish disciples 
and the Jewish crowds gathered to hear his words.The mission of Jesus (“I have come to…”) is 
to fulfill the law, not to do away with it, and fulfilling the law is a question of “righteousness”. The 
Greek term for righteousness, dikaiosunē, translates both the Hebrew sedeqah meaning “right 
relationship” and mishpat meaning “justice”. The righteousness of the official teachers of the 
Law, the scribes and Pharisees, their manner of relating to others and their notions of justice, are 
judged to be quite inadequate for those who are part of God’s reign, “the kingdom of heaven” in 
Matthew’s terminology. The righteousness of Jesus’ followers is to “exceed” such minimalist 
interpretations and expressions of the Law.Jesus, authentic teacher and interpreter of the Law, 
offers examples of the righteousness that “fulfils” the Law. What was heard “of old” is contrasted 
with what Jesus wants to say to them. Jesus presents a charter for reconciliation and 
forgiveness. He reminds his audience that true worship demands a forgiving heart expressed in 
action. Righteousness calls for honesty and transparency in every day dealings. If the words we 
use are congruent with the intentions of our heart, we should not have to invoke God as a 
witness to the veracity of our claims. 



Parish News 
 
SACRED HEART CHURCH ROOF UPDATE The tenders have been received and Midland 
Conservation has been given the job at a price of £399,030.07. The work will begin at the end of 
May and should finish at the beginning of November. Since the work is outside it shouldn’t affect 
the use of the Church in any major way. 
 
This year the Eritrean Orthodox Easter coincides with ours. Therefore we shall be holding the 
whole Triduum this year at Sacred Heart. Please make sure that Holy week (9th – 16th April) and 
especially the Triduum is marked off in your diary and that if necessary you have arranged to get 
time off work to attend this most important part of our Christian observance. 
ASH WENESDAY (Day of Fast & Abstinence) is 1st March. Masses will be at: 
9.30 am IN Sacred heart school 
2.00 pm in St. Joseph’s school 
7.30 pm at Sacred Heart Church 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION. In these days of political and economic uncertainty, it is important that all 
Catholics are praying for our country and that it may be protected from the schemes of the evil 
one.  Come to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. Any time between 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
usually in the Presbytery, or between 8.00 pm – midnight usually in the Presbytery. Sometimes it 
may be in the undercroft. Ring the appropriate bell or if no reply try the other one. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE BOOT CAMP in preparation for the 40 days for Life which starts on 
Ash Wednesday, will be on Sunday 26th February in the Oratory Upper Cloister Room, 141 
Hagley Road 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm. Please come along and prepare for the Spiritual warfare that 
we are engaged in to day. 
 
TAIZE INTERNATIONAL EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. Young adults 
(16-35) are encouraged to register for the event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st May 2017. Go to 
the Taize website www.Taize.fr and search for Hidden Treasure.  
The organisers are looking for people in the local area who could put up some of the young 
people. Their needs are modest, just floorspace would be acceptable, plus a modest breakfast in 
the morning. Please sign the list at the back if you think you might be able to help. 
You are invited to attend a meeting in preparation on Saturday 4th February at Carrs Lane 
Church from 10 am – 12.30 pm. 
 

Music practice for Taize prayer:  

25th February, St Mary's Harborne 2-4pm; 1st April, details to be confirmed.  

Musicians, singers, anyone who is slightly interested in beginning to learn some of the Taize chants to 

help lead the prayers locally are invited to attend (particularly for instrumentalists it might be useful to 

know who we are expecting so if you can let us know in advance that would be great, but we won't be 

turning anyone away!) 

 
The National Novena to St. Joseph will take place from 10 -18 March at St. Joseph’s Church in 
Maidenhead and at Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool. Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries 
prepare for the Feast of St. Joseph, their patron, with a special Novena of Masses and prayers to 
ask for God’s blessing on their Society and the missionary outreach of the Church, as well as for 
the intentions of all who support their work. You are invited to send your petitions and /or to 
request a Novena booklet to enable you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer. 
Please write to Fr. Liam Cummins MHM, St. Joseph’s Missionary Society, 58 Cookham Road, 
Maidenhead, SL6 7HT, or email novena@millhillmissionaries.com  
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