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2nd SUNDAY OF LENT   11th/12th March 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

 12.30 am 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Derek Davis 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

 Maura Lawrence  
Stations of the Cross 

Monday  9.30 am Finbar Kingston 

Tuesday (school)  9.30 am Paul Kearns   in St. Joseph’s school 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  John O’Donaghue  Mass in Sacred Heart 
school 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 
St. Patrick’s Day 

10 am 
12 Noon 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Denis Duff  Mass in Sacred Heart Club 
Finbar Kingston 

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT   18th/19th March 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
5.30 pm 
6.00 pm 

Ken Levell 
Stations of the Cross 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Tom Small 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, 
Marie Parish, Michael O’Reilly. 

 
The collection last week came to £298.07 
The Cathedral Maintenance second collection last week came to £168.84 
The retiring collection at Maura Lawrence’s funeral came to £232.85 and is very kindly being 
given to the Roof Fund. 
Following the CAFOD Fast Day on last Friday, we have the CAFOD Fast Day second collection 
this weekend. 
 
OUR QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE continues this Thursday at St. Vincent’s. 6.00 
pm for 6.30 pm prompt start. 
 
This year the Eritrean Orthodox Easter coincides with ours. Therefore we shall be holding the 
whole Triduum this year at Sacred Heart. Please make sure that Holy week (9th – 16th April) and 
especially the Triduum is marked off in your diary and that, if necessary, you have arranged to 
get time off work to attend this most important part of our Christian observance. 
 
Easter Triduum   all at Sacred Heart. 
Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm Mass of the Last Supper 

followed by the Gethsemane Watch 
Good Friday 3.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
Holy Saturday 8.30 pm The Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
 
RESOURCES FOR LENT You will find various prayers, novenas on www.ewtn.co.uk 
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Parish News 
As St. Joseph’s Day  falls on a Sunday this year, it transfers to the Monday. There will be a 
Mass for everyone at 9.30 am that day (20th March) in St. Joseph’s School and it will be followed 
by adoration before the Blessed Sacrament until 3 pm. Please pop into the school during that 
time to pray. 
 
ASTON CHURCHES TOGETHER PRAYER MEETING You are invited to come and pray 
together on Wednesday 22nd March 7pm – 8.30 pm at Sacred Heart Church (in the undercroft). 
Prayer will be led by the Cordite Community. 
 
HOW TO KEEP LENT  Lent is a very special season of fasting and prayer in preparation for 
Easter. We need to keep our eyes focussed on that feast which we call “the Paschal Mystery of 
our Salvation” It is celebrated over three days, called the Paschal Triduum, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday & Holy Saturday. Lent is a time to refresh our rule of life and to make sure we are 
giving plenty of time to the Lord in prayer and other devotions. Perhaps we can give more time to 
Bible study, to prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, to attending weekday Masses or doing the 
Stations of the Cross. Fasting can include giving things up so that we can have more time for 
prayer, such as TV, and time spent on mobile devices and computers. It is a lovely season as we 
grow closer to the Lord in holiness and virtue. So have a HOLY & LOVELY Lent. 
 
SUNDAYS IN LENT It helps if we are able to keep the pattern of the Sundays in Lent in our 
minds. It started last week with Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. This week we hear the 
transfiguration of Jesus with the Father’s command to us to listen to Jesus. The following three 
Sundays are perhaps the most powerful of the year as we listen to the great accounts in the 
Gospel of St. John about the woman at the well and her conversion so that she begins to tell 
everyone about Jesus, the man born blind who comes to understand who he is and to worship 
Jesus, and then the resurrection of Lazarus in which we come to terms with our mortality. That 
leads us into Palm Sunday and Holy Week. 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to you! 
 

 

First reading    Genesis 12:1-4 
 

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and your father’s house, for the land I 
will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name so famous that 
it will be used as a blessing. ‘I will bless those who bless you: I will curse those who slight you. 

All the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves by you.’ So Abram went as the Lord told him. 

 
Psalm 32(33):4-5,18-20,22 
 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Second reading  2 Timothy 1:8-10 
 

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God who 
has saved us and called us to be holy – not because of anything we ourselves have done but for 
his own purpose and by his own grace. This grace had already been granted to us, in Christ 
Jesus, before the beginning of time, but it has only been revealed by the Appearing of our 
saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death, and he has proclaimed life and immortality through the 
Good News. 

 
 



Gospel Acclamation    
 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone. There in their presence he was transfigured: his face shone like the 
sun and his clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them; 
they were talking with him. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be 
here; if you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He 
was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and from the cloud 
there came a voice which said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.’ 
When they heard this the disciples fell on their faces overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and 
touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when they raised their eyes they saw no 
one but only Jesus. As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them this order, ‘Tell no 
one about the vision until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.’ 

 

Reflection 
 
In the transfiguration we get a glimpse of God’s glory shining on his face and penetrating even 
his clothing, a hint that God’s grace is more life-giving than the forces of violence that oppose 
God’s reign. 
Last week’s gospel invited us into a confronting habitat, namely the wilderness. This week, we 
follow Jesus and three of his companions to a mountain and eventually a cloud-covered 
mountain. Both wilderness and mountain link Matthew’s story of Jesus with the story of the 
Israelites of old. Wilderness and mountain also remind us that God’s creation is the locus of 
wonder and mystery. The world we inhabit has an integrity of its own that has not always been 
acknowledged in our tradition. It is, in a very real sense, God’s dwelling place. It is, in addition, 
the place of human-divine encounter and the place of human encounter with the other-than-
human material world. Attention to habitat can lead us to a clearer understanding of our own 
place in the scheme of things and to ever deeper understandings of our relationship with God. 
The “transfiguration” seems to point to a time in Jesus’ ministry when he comes to terms with the 
fate he is likely to meet: if he confronts the forces of oppression and injustice, he is certain to 
encounter opposition, even death. Jesus struggles with that realisation in the wilderness at the 
outset of his ministry. On the mountain top, he comes to terms with what that involves. The 
disciples see Moses and Elijah, the key prophetic figures of Israel, speaking with Jesus, God’s 
new and definitive prophet. Peter wants to hold on to the experience of glory, to “make tents” for 
Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. He prefers not to face the difficulties involved in fidelity to a mission 
that elicits hostility. That is not, however, the way of discipleship. Rather, Peter and his 
companions are called to “listen” to Jesus, the beloved of God, as are all who follow in the way of 
discipleship. 
Matthew’s account of the “transfiguration” is followed by a reminder that Jesus is soon to meet a 
violent death (17:23). Jesus’ companions get a glimpse of God’s glory shining on his face and 
penetrating even his clothing, a hint that God’s grace is more life-giving than the forces of 
violence that oppose God’s reign. Like Jesus and his companions, we too need the occasional 
glimpse of final victory. We need the good sense to listen and to follow through on the path that 
brings life, despite the pain. We can feel overwhelmed by the enormity of the challenges facing 
us and by the opposition we experience from the most unexpected quarters. If we are to sustain 
the struggle for a healthy, safe, and peace-filled world, we have to resist the temptation to hold 
on to the moments of glory, and come to terms with the personal cost of being faithful to the 
gospel mission of justice and compassion with all its painful demands. 



 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
PAUSE FOR HOPE an Ecumenical Service for all who are affected by cancer - at St. Chad’s 
Cathedral on Sunday 19th March at 3.00 pm 
 
DEMENTIA PRAYER WEEK During this week we remember especially the often forgotten pain 
of those suffering with dementia and those who care for them. “Jesus invited us to pray to God 
as ‘our Father..’ the new ‘Loving Father’ prayer can be found in the Walk with me booklet or on 
the website www.pastoralcareproject.org.uk  
 
CAFOD Lent Fast Day Collection this weekend 

Florence is a hard-working mother who is devoted to her family. A few years ago, she was only 
just making enough to feed her family. However, CAFOD’s partner, the Sisters of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, recognised how determined Florence was to stand on her own two 
feet and so they gave her 500 tiny fish, tools and training to build a pond and farm fish. By selling 
some of the fish at market, Florence was able to give her children a future – she was able to 
send them to school. Please support this Lent Fast Day, to ensure more people like Florence can 
turn tiny fish into something amazing. 

School Caretaker required at Holy Family Catholic School Part time 27 hours per week.  For 
more information contact Mr Foley Headteacher on 675 2670 – closing date Monday 24th March. 
 
On the Saturday 18th March 3pm-5pm at Oscott College you are invited to Unlocking the 
Power of Prayer. This is a workshop on prayer and prayer ministry. With inspirational speakers 
Canon John Udris and Deacon David Palmer. We shall also have some testimonies on prayer 
and the opportunity for prayer ministry. To register an interest and book a place please contact 
Natalie Orefice on 0121 3608118 or email parishevang@maryvale.ac.uk 
 
TAIZÉ INTERNATIONAL EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. 
Young adults (16-35) are encouraged to register for the event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st 
May 2017. Go to the Taizé website www.Taize.fr/Birmingham and search for Hidden Treasure. 
The organisers are looking for people in the Aston who could put up some of the young people. 
Their needs are modest, just floorspace (2m x 1m/person) would be acceptable, plus a modest 
breakfast in the morning. The contact person in Aston is Fr Mark Van Beeumen. You can contact 
him on 07974904793 or via email mark@msceurope.co.uk. 
 
LENTEN ALMS Lent is especially the time for works of penance and one of the works of 
penance almsgiving. It is up to you to which charities you give your alms, but two are being 
specially recommended to us – Fr. Hudson’s Care and Aid to the Church in Need. You will be 
able to find out more details about them on their websites and also where to send the money. 
 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE started on Ash Wednesday. People are asked to pray reverently and 
peacefully outside the Marie Stopes Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, Edgbaston between 8.00 am 

until 8 pm. each day. Go to www.40daysforlife.com   or phone Isabel on 07773501721 to book 
in a slot, or just turn up. You will never be left praying on your own. 
  
The National Novena to St. Joseph will take place from 10 -18 March at St. Joseph’s Church in 
Maidenhead and at Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool. Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries 
prepare for the Feast of St. Joseph, their patron, with a special Novena of Masses and prayers to 
ask for God’s blessing on their Society and the missionary outreach of the Church, as well as for 
the intentions of all who support their work. You are invited to send your petitions and /or to 
request a Novena booklet to enable you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer. 
Please write to Fr. Liam Cummins MHM, St. Joseph’s Missionary Society, 58 Cookham Road, 
Maidenhead, SL6 7HT, or email novena@millhillmissionaries.com  
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