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4th  SUNDAY OF LENT   25th/26th March          Clocks go forward one hour 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  Solemnity of 
the Annunciation  

 12.30 am 
 

 
5.30 pm 
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Stations of the Cross 
Kitty Goldberg 

Sunday  10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

 Maura Lawrence  
Stations of the Cross 

Monday  
11.00 am 
7.00 pm 

9.30 am Anne Fenlon 
Funeral Mass of Joyce Johnson 
Reception of Frances Goulding 

Tuesday 10.30 am  Funeral Mass of Frances Goulding 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday (SJ school)  9.30 am Mark Green Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10 am 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
In thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Service 

5th SUNDAY OF LENT   1st/2nd April 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
5.30 pm 
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Stations of the Cross 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Anne Armstrong 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, 
Marie Parish, Michael O’Reilly. 

 
The collection last week came to £311.98 
This weekend we have our March Fiver a month collection. 
Next weekend we have a special appeal for Survive Miva, a charity which provides essential 
transport to missionaries in poor countries. 
 
OUR QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE continues this Thursday at St. Vincent’s. 6.00 
pm for 6.30 pm prompt start. 
 
SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION at Sacred Heart on Monday 10th April at 7.30 pm. 
Confessions on Saturdays at 11.45 am. Also after any Mass. 
 
Easter Triduum   all at Sacred Heart. 
Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm Mass of the Last Supper 

followed by the Gethsemane Watch until 10.30 pm. 
Good Friday 3.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
Holy Saturday 8.30 pm The Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
 
RESOURCES FOR LENT You will find various prayers, novenas on www.ewtn.co.uk Also if you 
download the Catholic Mega App it will give you quick access to a wide range of “goodies”. 
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Parish News 
 
HOW TO KEEP LENT  Lent is a very special season of fasting, prayer & almsgiving in 
preparation for Easter and renewing our Baptismal promises. We need to keep our eyes 
focussed on that feast which we call “the Paschal Mystery of our Salvation” It is celebrated over 
three days, called the Paschal Triduum, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday & Holy Saturday.  
 
SUNDAYS IN LENT It helps if we are able to keep the pattern of the Sundays in Lent in our 
minds. It started with Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, then the Transfiguration of Jesus with 
the Father’s command to us to listen to Jesus. Now we are in the midst of the most powerful 
readings of the year as we listen to the great accounts in the Gospel of St. John about the 
woman at the well and her conversion so that she begins to tell everyone about Jesus, the man 
born blind who comes to see and understand who he is and to worship Jesus, and then the 
resurrection of Lazarus in which we come to terms with our mortality. That leads us into Palm 
Sunday and Holy Week. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION This morning we welcome women from Cameroon who 
are starting a group who will be meeting at Sacred Heart Church on the last Sunday of the month 
following the Mass. 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to you! 

 

First reading    1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 
for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab 
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, 
‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him: God does not see as 
man sees: man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven 
sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked 
Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is 
out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down to 
eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and 
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on. 

 

Psalm 22(23) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want 
 

Second reading Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects 
of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the 
Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but exposing them by 
contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak 
of; but anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: 
Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 

  
 



Gospel Acclamation    
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 

Gospel John 9:1-41 
 
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was 
born blind so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 
‘As long as the day lasts 
I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 
the night will soon be here when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.’ 
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, and 
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed 
himself, and came away with his sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, 
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like 
him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The 
man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so 
I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered.They brought the 
man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the 
sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So 
they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ 
‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and had gained 
his sight, without first sending for his parents and asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born 
blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know he 
was born blind, but we do not know how it is that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him 
speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the 
synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; 
ask him.’ 
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! For our part, we know that this man is a 
sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can see.’ They said 
to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t 
listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at 
him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has 
opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God 
does listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the 
eyes of a man who was born blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are you trying to teach 
us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away. Jesus 
heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ 
the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to 
you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. Jesus said: 
‘It is for judgement 
that I have come into this world, 
so that those without sight may see 
and those with sight turn blind.’ 
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: 
‘Blind? If you were, 
you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see,” 
your guilt remains.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 
This story reminds us of the need to check out our assumptions and to accept the fact that we 
can be wrong about things we have always believed. “There are none so blind as those who will 
not see.” Last week, we journeyed with a woman of Samaria from bewilderment to deep insight 
into Jesus’ identity and mission and to a strong personal faith commitment. This week, we are 
invited on a faith journey with a man born blind and with the different groups of participants in the 
drama. All have the opportunity of coming to faith. Not all accept the invitation. Ironically, the 
blind come to see, both physically and spiritually, while those who are gifted with physical sight 
remain in spiritual darkness. In healing the man born blind, Jesus performs the sixth of eight 
powerful actions or “signs” in John’s gospel that reveal God’s power at work in Jesus and in the 
lives of those who seek life. The “signs” invite the reader/hearer/viewer to accept Jesus and his 
revelation of God and God’s purposes. Time features significantly in the story. Jesus heals the 
blind beggar on the Sabbath. The Jerusalem authorities have already raised objections about 
Jesus’ Sabbath healing activity. Once again they object that he is failing to observe the Sabbath. 
They label him a sinner. Ironically, in the final authoritative analysis, it is they who “remain in their 
sins”. This story reminds us of the need to check out our assumptions. It also reminds us to 
accept the fact that we can be wrong about things we have always believed. It invites us to be 
open to see differently or from a new perspective. Jesus’ disciples, the parents of a man born 
blind, his neighbours, the religious authorities all operate out of unchecked assumptions. They 
mostly come to the wrong conclusions. Only those willing to admit that they have it wrong have 
any chance of coming to faith. In the common estimation, the man was blind, so he or his 
parents must have sinned. Not so, according to Jesus. From the perspective of the authorities, 
Jesus heals on the Sabbath and is therefore a sinner. Not so, from Jesus’ point of view. The man 
was born blind and so needs others to speak for him. Not so, say his parents, he can speak for 
himself. He does speak for himself and quite eloquently, to the chagrin of the religious 
authorities. He presents them with the truth about Jesus but they refuse to accept the word of an 
outcast. Their reaction is violent: they drive him out. But Jesus goes in search of him and leads 
him to yet deeper levels of faith and understanding. You may like to read the story once more 
and put yourself in the place of the different characters. There is a little bit of each character in 
every one of us. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
TAIZÉ INTERNATIONAL EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. 
Young adults (16-35) are encouraged to register for the event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st 
May 2017. Go to the Taizé website www.Taize.fr/Birmingham and search for Hidden Treasure. 
The organisers are looking for people in the Aston who could put up some of the young people. 
Their needs are modest, just floorspace (2m x 1m/person) would be acceptable, plus a modest 
breakfast in the morning. The contact person in Aston is Fr Mark Van Beeumen or speak to 
Shirleyni. You can contact him on 07974904793 or via email mark@msceurope.co.uk. 
 
WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE If you would like to join the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
on 13th.May, led by Bishop Byrne, please get in touch with Anne Roebuck on 454 0130 for full 
details, cost and a booking form 

A Retreat with a Difference A Foyer de Charité Retreat will be held at the new Retreat Centre in 
Walsingham, from Sunday 30 April (6pm) – Saturday 6 May (2pm). The theme is God’s Plan for 
the Fullness of Time, and the preacher will be Mgr. Keith Barltrop, with help from Foyer 
members and past retreatants. Foyer retreats are held mainly in silence, with three talks a day, 
and offer a holistic way of deepening our faith in the Church’s teaching and our life in Christ.  The 
Foyers are communities of consecrated lay people living with a priest in order to help others grow 
closer to Christ and live the Catholic faith more fully. For further information or to book a place, 
contact Mgr. Barltrop: keithbarltrop@rcdow.org.uk; 07879 953953; St. Mary of the Angels, 
Moorhouse Road, Bayswater, London W2 5DJ 
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