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5th SUNDAY OF LENT   1st/2nd April 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 am 
 

 
5.30 pm 
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Stations of the Cross 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

 Anne Armstrong 
Stations of the Cross 

Monday  9.30 am Holy souls 

Tuesday    

Wednesday (SJ school)  9.30 am Poor sinners Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday  10.00 am  Maura Lawrence 

Friday  
Day of abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10 am 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Frances Goulding 
Eucharistic Service 

Palm Sunday  8th/9th April and beginning of Holy Week 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
5.30 pm 
6.00 pm 

Des Teague 
Stations of the Cross 
People of Parish 

PALM SUNDAY  10.00 am  Bernadette St. Martin 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, William Parish, Annie Kennedy, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, 
Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly. 

 
The collection last week came to £183.26 
Last weekend our March Fiver a month collection came to £417.55 
This weekend we have a special appeal for Survive Miva, a charity which provides essential 
transport to missionaries in poor countries. 
 
Raise The Roof Raffle: 12th March No: 12 Kate McManus & No: 22 J. Palland 
        18th March No: 2 Betty Lanchester 
         25th March No: 4 B. Marron 
   
PALM SUNDAY Please get to Mass in good time (9.45 am) next Sunday. If the weather is fine 
we shall have an outside procession. 
 
OUR QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE finishes this Thursday at St. Vincent’s. 6.00 pm 
for 6.30 pm prompt start. 
 
SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION at Sacred Heart on Monday 10th April at 7.30 pm. 
Confessions on Saturdays at 11.45 am. Also after any Mass. 
 
Easter Triduum   all at Sacred Heart. 
Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm Mass of the Last Supper 

followed by the Gethsemane Watch until 10.30 pm. 
Good Friday 3.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
Holy Saturday 8.30 pm The Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
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Parish News 
 
RESOURCES FOR LENT You will find various prayers, novenas on www.ewtn.co.uk Also if you 
download the Catholic Mega App it will give you quick access to a wide range of “goodies”. 
 
This weekend the crosses are veiled. It reminds us that Holy Week starts next Sunday. By 
having the crucifixes hidden from sight, it enhances the dramatic impact of the unveiling in the 
liturgy on Good Friday and helps us understand the horror of our Saviour’s death. In a similar 
way, abstaining from “alleluias” in Lent, enhances it’s power at Easter. 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to you! 
 
LENTEN ALMS Lent is especially the time for works of penance and one of the works of 
penance almsgiving. It is up to you to which charities you give your alms, but two are being 
specially recommended to us – Fr. Hudson’s Care and Aid to the Church in Need. You will be 
able to find out more details about them on their websites and also where to send the money. 
 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE started on Ash Wednesday. People are asked to pray reverently and 
peacefully outside the Marie Stopes Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, Edgbaston between 8.00 am 
until 8 pm. each day. Go to www.40daysforlife.com   or phone Isabel on 07773501721 to book in 
a slot, or just turn up. You will never be left praying on your own. The 40 days finishes on Palm 
Sunday. 

 

First reading    Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, 
my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, 
and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have 
said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 

 
Psalm 129(130) 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
  

Second reading  Romans 8:8-11 
 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, 
however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home 
in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though 
your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living 
in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through 
his Spirit living in you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will never die. 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
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Gospel John 11:1-45 
 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary 
and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will 
end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he 
was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, 
‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus 
replied: 
‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 
A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 
because he has the light of this world to see by; 
but if he walks at night he stumbles, 
because there is no light to guide him.’ 
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The 
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used 
referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it 
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will 
believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, 
‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for 
four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had 
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you 
had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of 
God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he 
will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 
into this world.’ When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low 
voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to 
him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go 
out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Mary went to 
Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who 
followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where 
have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how 
much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, 
could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a 
cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, 
‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said: 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, 
but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what 
he did believed in him. 



Reflection 
Today’s readings touch into the most profound of human mysteries, the mysteries of life and 
death. To hold a new born child or to see a sick person restored to health is to experience the 
wonder of life. On the other hand, the unexpected death of a loved one can bring unimagined 
grief and pain. Death brings tears, even anger. Little wonder that “life” becomes a metaphor for 
transformation and new beginnings or that “death” so often signifies deprivation and loss. The 
gospel reading is about the death and restoration to life of Lazarus, “the one whom Jesus loved”. 
It is the last of the seven “signs” in John’s “book of signs” that reveal the “glory” of God. It is also 
the greatest of Jesus’ signs. It functions as a catalyst for the events that lead to his death: 
“…from that day on they planned to put him to death”. It provides the occasion for Jesus to 
assert ‘I am the resurrection and the life” and to invite assent to that revelation of his identity. It 
reveals the compassion and tender heart of Jesus who weeps at the grief of Mary his friend and 
the death of her brother. It also reveals the goodness in the hearts of those “Jews” who share her 
grief and who come to faith in Jesus who raises the dead to life. Though the story revolves 
around the plight of Lazarus, Martha and Mary are the characters who, with Jesus, occupy 
centre stage in the narrative and into whose faith journey we are invited to enter. The women are 
introduced before Lazarus. Martha and Mary are identified as “sisters” who live in Bethany. Are 
they blood “sisters” or sisters in their love of Jesus, their faith commitment to him, or both? 
Lazarus is Mary’s sick “brother”. There is no mention at the outset of his relationship to Martha, 
though she later claims him as her “brother”. Might they all be part of a little faith community in 
Bethany rather than biological siblings? A brief notice alerts the reader to the imminent death of 
Jesus: “Mary is the one who anointed Jesus with perfumed oil and wiped his feet with her tears”. 
The details of that story are yet to be narrated. The reader will later discover that Mary’s 
anointing of Jesus is “for the day of [his] burial”. As so often in John’s gospel, misunderstanding 
and irony function to bring the actors in the drama and us as actors in the theatre of Christian life 
to new levels of understanding and faith. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
On Wednesday this week there is a big vocations event taking place at the Motor Cycle 
Museum near Coventry. Lots of young people have been invited there and we are all asked to 
pray for them specially on that day. 
 
TAIZÉ INTERNATIONAL EVENT in Birmingham called HIDDEN TREASURE. 
Young adults (16-35) are encouraged to register for the event Friday 28th April – Monday 1st 
May 2017. Go to the Taizé website www.Taize.fr/Birmingham and search for Hidden Treasure. 
The organisers are looking for people in the Aston who could put up some of the young people. 
Their needs are modest, just floorspace (2m x 1m/person) would be acceptable, plus a modest 
breakfast in the morning. Please take a form, complete it and give it to Fr. Mark. The contact 
person in Aston is Fr Mark Van Beeumen or speak to Shirleyni. You can contact him on 
07974904793 or via email mark@msceurope.co.uk. 
 
WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE If you would like to join the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
on 13th.May, led by Bishop Byrne, please get in touch with Anne Roebuck on 454 0130 for full 
details, cost and a booking form 

A Retreat with a Difference A Foyer de Charité Retreat will be held at the new Retreat Centre in 
Walsingham, from Sunday 30 April (6pm) – Saturday 6 May (2pm). The theme is God’s Plan for 
the Fullness of Time, and the preacher will be Mgr. Keith Barltrop, with help from Foyer 
members and past retreatants. Foyer retreats are held mainly in silence, with three talks a day, 
and offer a holistic way of deepening our faith in the Church’s teaching and our life in Christ.  The 
Foyers are communities of consecrated lay people living with a priest in order to help others grow 
closer to Christ and live the Catholic faith more fully. For further information or to book a place, 
contact Mgr. Barltrop: keithbarltrop@rcdow.org.uk; 07879 953953; St. Mary of the Angels, 
Moorhouse Road, Bayswater, London W2 5DJ 
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