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EASTER VI     20th/21st May      

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Noel Davis 

Sunday  10.00 am  People of Parish 

Monday  9.30 am Bridget Wiseman 

Tuesday     No Mass 

Wednesday  9.30 am James Nolan 

Thursday 10.00 am  Betty O’Connor  

Friday  
Day of abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed sacrament 
Maura Watson 
Eucharistic Service 

 
ASCENSION OF THE LORD     27th/28th  May       World Communications Day 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
St. Augustine of Canterbury 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Patrick Goulding 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Mervyn & Nile 26th wedding anniversary 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, Annie Kennedy, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, 
William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Irene Nelson. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £257.03 
This weekend we have our May Fiver a Month collection. 
Next Weekend, Ascension Day, we have a second collection for Catholic Communications 
 
There are copies of the 2016 Annual Accounts available at the back. Fr. Stephen will be pleased 
to answer any queries you may have. 
 
We would like to express our thanks to the Sutton Coldfield Catenians who have presented us 
with a cheque for £1,000 towards our Roof Appeal. Our special thanks to Mike Gaffney who 
made it one of the president’s charities when he was the president last year. 
 
SACRED HEART ROOF The work on the roof is now scheduled to start on Monday 3rd July. It 
has been a little delayed by a hold up in the making of the tiles. 
 
ASCENSION DAY is transferred to the next Sunday 28th May. 
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First reading Acts 8:5-8,14-17 
 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the Christ to them. The people united in 
welcoming the message Philip preached, either because they had heard of the miracles he 
worked or because they saw them for themselves. There were, for example, unclean spirits that 
came shrieking out of many who were possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were 
cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in that town. 
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them, and they went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to receive the 
Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not come down on any of them: they had only been baptised in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 
Responsorial Psalm  65(66):1-7,16,20 
 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 
 

Second reading   1 Peter 3:15-18 
 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready for people who 
ask you the reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with 
a clear conscience, so that those who slander you when you are living a good life in Christ may 
be proved wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of God that you should 
suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong. 
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead 
us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   Jn14:23 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him,  
and we shall come to him.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Gospel   John 14:15-21 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments. 
I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth 
whom the world can never receive since it neither sees nor knows him; 
but you know him, because he is with you, he is in you. 
I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you. 
In a short time the world will no longer see me; 
but you will see me, because I live and you will live. 
On that day you will understand that I am in my Father 
and you in me and I in you. 
Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them 
will be one who loves me; 
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 
 
It is difficult to imagine what the disciples thought when Jesus said he would give them “the Spirit 
of truth”, who would be with them forever. But those puzzling words, together with the assurance 
that they would not be orphans, must have provided some relief from their anxieties about the 
future.  
Jesus has given us the same assurances that we are not alone. It is not always easy to 
remember this in the midst of turmoil or anxiety, and we often try to resolve everything 
ourselves.  We don’t necessarily think clearly under stress, nor do we always have a full picture 
of the situation.  Acknowledging that we cannot resolve a difficult situation, and inviting the Holy 
Spirit into it is an act of faith in Jesus’ assurance that the Spirit will always be with us. This step 
does require us to cease trying to manage matters ourselves, and instead to listen and watch 
before acting. The Holy Spirit’s solutions are often quite different from ours. 
The Spirit of truth is not only a problem-solver in our lives. Receiving the commandments is the 
first step in loving Jesus. Only if we acknowledge their existence and their relevance can we take 
the second step of trying honestly to keep them.  
It is the Spirit which leads us into this honesty and into this concrete expression of our love for 
Jesus, taking us deeper and deeper into the love which is the essence of the Trinity.  
Jesus first told the disciples that the “Spirit of truth” would be with them, and then he told them 
that this presence would be intimate and personal - “you know him, because he is with you, he is 
in you”.  
We have the gift of that same intimate presence. 

 
 



 
 

Parish News 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to yourself. 
 
AN EASTER MUSICAL. St. JOSEPH’S MUSIC GROUP will be singing an Easter Musical, “My 
Saviour’s Love” following the Mass on Saturday 27th May at St. Joseph’s Church. The Mass is at 
6.00 pm. The concert 7.00 pm. Followed by a BBQ at 8.00 pm. All welcome. Entrance free. 
 
SPECIAL PENTECOST VIGIL MASS on Saturday 3rd June at St. Joseph’s. Come at 5 pm and 
we shall have a time of preparation and practice, and praise and worship. Then the Vigil Liturgy 
will start at 6.00 pm. Like the Easter Vigil, there is a series of OT readings with psalms and 
collects and it prepares us for the Sunday Mass. 

 
 
Does anyone know anything about Patrick Kearney who lived at 148 Trinity Road? He died 
back in February and they haven't been able to trace any relatives. Please let Fr. Stephen 
know if you know anything about him. 
 
 
 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, 
disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it. This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year. For confidential information about or to 
register for the programme commencing with a residential weekend in Birmingham on 9th-11th 
June, 2017, the email info@retrouvaille.org.uk ; call or text 0788 729 6983  or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk   
 
8th NATIONAL DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM. On Saturday 3rd June. See 
poster for details. 
 
CELEBRATE This year there will be a CELEBRATE BIRMINGHAM, a Catholic Charismatic 
weekend Conference. It will be on the weekend 1st /2nd July at Oscott College. The speakers will 
be Charles Whitehead, Fr. Paul Keane and Maria Rodrigues. Go to 
www.celebrateconference.org for further details and booking details or take a leaflet from the 
back of church. 
 
REBOOT On Monday 17 July 2017, from 6.30pm-9pm, St Catherine of Siena Church, Bristol 
Street Birmingham will be hosting Reboot, including music by the Mercy Tour. Reboot is provided 
by Chris Stefanick who is an internationally acclaimed speaker and author from the USA. Chris 
presents fun, inspiring and practical experience of applying the beauty and genius of the heart of 
the Gospel to every aspect of your life. From prayer and spirituality, to work, marriage, parenting, 
health and more. It would be wonderful for people from across the Archdiocese to attend this life-
changing event. Please contact Natalie Orefice (Advisor for Parish Evangelisation) for further 
details by email: parishevang@maryvale.ac.uk or telephone: 07718910585. 
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