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ASCENSION OF THE LORD     27th/28th  May       World Communications Day 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Patrick Goulding 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am  Mervyn & Nilu 26th wedding anniversary 

Monday  9.30 am Maureen McGee 

Tuesday     No Mass 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday   No Mass  

Friday  
Day of abstinence 
 

10.00 am 
 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed sacrament 
No Mass 
Eucharistic Service 

 
PENTECOST      3rd/4th June  

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
Extended Vigil Mass 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Peggy Pollard 
Michael Forbes    Come at 5.00 pm 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of parish 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, Annie Kennedy, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, 
William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Irene Nelson. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £312.54 
The May Fiver a Month collection came to £299.15. 
This Weekend, Ascension Day, we have a second collection for Catholic Communications 
 
There are copies of the 2016 Annual Accounts available at the back. Fr. Stephen will be pleased 
to answer any queries you may have. 
 
SACRED HEART ROOF The work on the roof is now scheduled to start on Monday 3rd July. It 
has been a little delayed by a hold up in the making of the tiles. 
 
Does anyone know anything about Patrick Kearney who lived at 148 Trinity Road? He died 
back in February and they haven't been able to trace any relatives. Please let Fr. Stephen 
know if you know anything about him. 
 
Please pray for Xamora Alexia Maria Daley-Greenaway who is being baptised this Sunday 
1.00pm at St. Joseph’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


First reading Acts 1:1-11 
 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by 
many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the 
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have heard me 
speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has 
decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and 
then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and 
indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 
were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they 
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have 
seen him go there.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 46(47):2-3,6-9 
 

God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 

Second reading  Ephesians 1:17-23 
 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes 
of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us 
believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to 
raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every 
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet and made him, as the 
ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the 
whole creation. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mt28:19,20 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go, make disciples of all the nations. 
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 28:16-20 
 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and 
spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know 
that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

 

 



Reflection 
 
Loss is an integral part of the human experience, and death is generally the most painful 
experience of loss. Today’s Feast of the Ascension invites us to face the experience of loss in a 
transformative way. In Ordinary Time, we celebrate the life and ministry of Jesus. Over the period 
of Lent and Easter, we have been remembering his death and resurrection. As we come towards 
the end of the Easter season, the liturgy draws us into another aspect of the Mystery, that of the 
presence of the Risen One even in his absence.  
While today’s gospel recounts Matthew’s story of Jesus’ final encounter with his disciples, it does 
not provide an account of Jesus’ “ascension” or return to God. For that, we must turn to the first 
reading, from the Acts of the Apostles. The story presupposes a pre-scientific, three-tiered 
understanding of the structure of the world. In this ancient view, God is in the heavens above and 
the prophet Jesus, like the prophet Elijah of old, is caught up into God’s presence. The Holy 
Spirit will “descend” upon God’s people and “clothe” them with power to bring the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. The vertical (up and down) movement is balanced by a horizontal movement: 
Jesus’ family and followers who grieve the loss of their loved one are told not to keep looking up 
to the heavens. They have work to do: strengthened by his blessing, they are to stay in the city 
for the present and be empowered by the Holy Spirit to continue the prophetic ministry of Jesus, 
to be witnesses to his death and resurrection. They have to face the fact that the physical loss of 
Jesus means a new and different sort of presence and that they have a role to play in making 
him present in their world.  
The gospel reading for today has Jesus on a mountain top where he commissions his male 
disciples to make disciples of all nations. He has already commissioned the women on the open 
road to announce the good news of the resurrection (Matthew 28:10). They are to be fearless in 
their mission. In Matthew’s final chapter, then, both men and women are commissioned to 
proclaim the gospel. There are other dimensions to their mission, namely to baptise in the name 
of the Triune God and to teach what Jesus has taught or “commanded” them. The confidence 
that they need and that we all need to engage in this mission is the assurance that the risen 
Jesus is with us to the end of time. The gospel has come full circle. In the first chapter of 
Matthew, an angel announces that the child to be born will be called Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
The last verse of the gospel invites us once more to ponder the wonder of that truth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to yourself. 
 
AN EASTER MUSICAL. St. JOSEPH’S MUSIC GROUP will be singing an Easter Musical, “My 
Saviour’s Love” following the Mass this Saturday evening 27th May at St. Joseph’s Church. The 
Mass is at 6.00 pm. The concert 7.00 pm. Followed by a BBQ at 8.00 pm. All welcome. Entrance 
free. 
 
SPECIAL PENTECOST VIGIL MASS on Saturday 3rd June at St. Joseph’s. Come at 5 pm and 
we shall have a time of preparation and practice, and praise and worship. Then the Vigil Liturgy 
will start at 6.00 pm. Like the Easter Vigil, there is a series of OT readings with psalms and 
collects and it prepares us for the Sunday Mass. 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, 
disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it. This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year. For confidential information about or to 
register for the programme commencing with a residential weekend in Birmingham on 9th-11th 
June, 2017, the email info@retrouvaille.org.uk ; call or text 0788 729 6983  or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk   
 
ANNUAL NOVENA & PILGRIMAGE to the shrine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at the 
Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, B44 9AG. Mass, sermon and Novena each evening at 8.00 
pm Thursday15th June – 23rd June. 
Pilgrimage afternoon on Sunday 25th June at 3.00 pm. Open air Mass and Procession of the 
Blessed sacrament.  
  
CELEBRATE This year there will be a CELEBRATE BIRMINGHAM, a Catholic Charismatic 
weekend Conference. It will be on the weekend 1st /2nd July at Oscott College. The speakers will 
be Charles Whitehead, Fr. Paul Keane and Maria Rodrigues. Go to 
www.celebrateconference.org for further details and booking details or take a leaflet from the 
back of church. 
 
REBOOT On Monday 17 July 2017, from 6.30pm-9pm, St Catherine of Siena Church, Bristol 
Street Birmingham will be hosting Reboot, including music by the Mercy Tour. Reboot is provided 
by Chris Stefanick who is an internationally acclaimed speaker and author from the USA. Chris 
presents fun, inspiring and practical experience of applying the beauty and genius of the heart of 
the Gospel to every aspect of your life. From prayer and spirituality, to work, marriage, parenting, 
health and more. It would be wonderful for people from across the Archdiocese to attend this life-
changing event. Please contact Natalie Orefice (Advisor for Parish Evangelisation) for further 
details by email: parishevang@maryvale.ac.uk or telephone: 07718910585. 
 
FERTILITY CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are 
leaflets about it at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or 
visit www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
GIFT AID ASSISTANT The Diocese is looking to recruit someone for this job. Applications need 
to be in by Friday 2nd June. See notice at back for details. 
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