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CORPUS CHRISTI    17th/18th June       Day for Life 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
Lucie’s family 

Sunday  10.00 am  McDonnell family 

Monday   No Mass 

Tuesday  9.30 am David McKane 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am Michael Sherlock 

Thursday Feast of Ss. 
John Fisher & Thomas 
More 

10.00 am  Michael Forbes 

Friday SOLEMNITY OF 
THE SACRED HEART 
 

10.00 am 
 
 

7.30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
11.45 am 

James McLaughlin 
Exposition will take place for vocations 
from the end of the 1st Mass until 7.30 pm 
Theresa Fowler 
Eucharistic Service 

12th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    24th /25th June 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday Solemnity 
of St. John Baptist 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Peggy Pollard 
Andrew & Magda & family 

SUNDAY  10.00 am 
7.00 pm 

 Brian Smith 
Reception of Annie Kennedy into Church 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, 
Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Irene Nelson. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £331.47 
This weekend there will be the Day for Life second collection. 
Next weekend we shall have our June Fiver a month collection. 
 
Raise the Roof Raffle 27th May No: 38 – Marie Armstrong 
      10th June No: 46 – Bridie Grey 
      11th June No: 24 –Marie Greene 
 
We offer our prayers for all the children who made their First Communion last Sunday that they 
may be filed with grace and fervour all the days of their lives, and for their families. 
 
CORPUS CHRISTI The Mass on Sunday will be followed by a Procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament around the outside of the Church, weather permitting. 
 
DAY FOR LIFE This Sunday is also the Day for Life which is the day in the Church’s year 
dedicated to raising awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every stage and in 
every condition. The Church teaches that life is to be nurtured from conception to natural death.  
The proceeds of the Day for Life collection to be held in parishes in England and Wales assists 
the work of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre and other life-related activities supported by the 
Church. Please take a Day for Life card available at the back of the Church. 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
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The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is celebrated on Friday 23rd June. On that day 
there will be 2 Masses at 10 am and at 7.30 pm. It is our day of prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament for vocations, so exposition will take place in Church from after the 10 am Mass 
until before the 7.30 pm Mass. Please come to Church to pray during that day. 
 

First reading Deuteronomy 8:2-3,14-16 
 

Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how the Lord your God led you for forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble you, to test you and know your inmost heart – whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. He humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he fed you with manna which 
neither you nor your fathers had known, to make you understand that man does not live on bread 
alone but that man lives on everything that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
‘Do not become proud of heart. Do not forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery: who guided you through this vast and dreadful wilderness, 
a land of fiery serpents, scorpions, thirst; who in this waterless place brought you water from the 
hardest rock; who in this wilderness fed you with manna that your fathers had not known.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 147:12-15,19-20 
 

O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
 

The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread that we 
break is a communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one loaf means that, 
though there are many of us, we form a single body because we all have a share in this one loaf. 

 

 

Sequence 
 
Behold the bread of angels, sent 
For pilgrims in their banishment, 
The bread for God’s true children meant, 
That may not unto dogs be given: 
Oft in the olden types foreshowed; 
In Isaac on the altar bowed, 
And in the ancient paschal food, 
And in the manna sent from heaven. 
 
Come then, good shepherd, bread divine, 
Still show to us thy mercy sign; 
Oh, feed us still, still keep us thine; 
So may we see thy glories shine 
In fields of immortality; 
 
O thou, the wisest, mightiest, best, 
Our present food, our future rest, 
Come, make us each thy chosen guest, 
Co-heirs of thine, and comrades blest 
With saints whose dwelling is with thee. 
Amen. Alleluia. 
 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation    
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the living bread which has come down from heaven,  
says the Lord. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel   John 6:51-58 
 

Jesus said to the Jews: 
‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; 
and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ 
Then the Jews started arguing with one another: ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 
they said. Jesus replied: ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you will not have life in you. 
Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood 
has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the last day. 
For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 
He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me and I live in him. 
As I, who am sent by the living Father, 
myself draw life from the Father, 
so whoever eats me will draw life from me. 
This is the bread come down from heaven; 
not like the bread our ancestors ate: 
they are dead, 
but anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 

 

Reflection 
 
Bread is staple food for much of the world’s population. It is also a metaphor for the food that 
sustains the life of the human community. Being able to “put bread on the table” is the concern of 
every parent. Bread means life. Jesus’ claim to be “the living bread” is a unique expression 
paralleled by his earlier claim to be “living water”. It teases the reader with the possibility of 
multiple meanings. It refers at one level to food that gives life; at another, it is the gift of God’s 
life. As we reflect on the symbolism of bread, we attend also to the plight of those without bread. 
While there is sufficient “bread” to satisfy the hunger of everyone on the planet, over one billion 
people are desperately hungry, some seven million South Sudanese among them as the civil war 
in their country continues. Today’s gospel passage belongs within a section of John’s gospel 
generally called the Bread of Life Discourse. Some scholars suggest that the discourse as a 
whole is cast in the form of a synagogue homily. In this view, it is a rabbinic type exposition of 
Exodus 16:4 and Psalm 78:4-5 on the manna/bread that God rains from heaven. In John 6:51-
58, there are allusions to Eucharist as both meal and sacrifice. Jesus is the manna or bread from 
heaven. Life comes from eating his flesh/body. It also comes from drinking his blood. For the 
ancient Israelites, the life was in the blood. Blood poured out is life poured out. To drink the 
wine/blood is to participate in the life of Christ poured out. The bread and wine of our Eucharistic 
celebrations have become, in a very real though mysterious sense, the body and blood of Christ. 
This Sunday we take time to reflect on Eucharist, the mystery we celebrate from week to week. 
While we reflect on this mystery, we ground our faith in action designed to address the issue of 
global hunger and the circumstances that inhibit access to “bread” for all. The feast of the Body 
and Blood of Christ invites us to careful consumption of the world’s resources so that all God’s 
people and all God’s creatures might have life. 



 

Parish News 
 
THE FUNERAL OF ANNIE KENNEDY will take place on Monday 26th June at 11.00 am at 
Sacred Heart Church. May she rest in peace. 
 
THE PILGRIMAGE TO HEDNESFORD is on Sunday 2nd July. A coach will pick up at Sacred 
Heart Church at 1.45 pm. Fare £7. Please put you name on the list at the back of the Church if 
you wish to book a place. 
 
KINGDOM WARRIORS Young adults are invited to join our young adults group called the 
Kingdom Warriors. They meet each Tuesday at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church in Nechells 
Parkway, B7 4JY for Lectio Divina. At present they are studying St. Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to yourself. 
 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
ANNUAL NOVENA & PILGRIMAGE to the shrine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at the 
Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, B44 9AG. Mass, sermon and Novena each evening at  
8.00 pm Thursday 15th June – 23rd June. 
Pilgrimage afternoon on Sunday 25th June at 3.00 pm. Open air Mass and Procession of the 
Blessed sacrament.  
 
BRIGHTLIGHTS FESTIVAL for Catholic Young Adults (16-30) is taking place 23rd – 26th June at 
Alton Castle. For more information go to brightlights.org.uk or call 0300 075 0115 or find them on 
social media: T/FB/IG:BLFestival 
 
CELEBRATE This year there will be a CELEBRATE BIRMINGHAM, a Catholic Charismatic 
weekend Conference. It will be on the weekend 1st/2nd July at Oscott College. The speakers will 
be Charles Whitehead, Fr. Paul Keane and Maria Rodrigues. Go to 
www.celebrateconference.org for further details and booking details or take a leaflet from the 
back of church. 
 
REBOOT On Monday 17 July 2017, from 6.30pm-9pm, St Catherine of Siena Church, Bristol 
Street Birmingham will be hosting Reboot, including music by the Mercy Tour. Reboot is provided 
by Chris Stefanick who is an internationally acclaimed speaker and author from the USA. Chris 
presents fun, inspiring and practical experience of applying the beauty and genius of the heart of 
the Gospel to every aspect of your life. From prayer and spirituality, to work, marriage, parenting, 
health and more. It would be wonderful for people from across the Archdiocese to attend this life-
changing event. Please contact Natalie Orefice (Advisor for Parish Evangelisation) for further 
details by email: parishevang@maryvale.ac.uk or telephone: 07718910585. 
 
THE ANNUAL APF – MILL HILL MISSION MASS is on Sunday 23rd July at 11.00 am at St. 
Chad’s Cathedral. Our Archbishop will be the principal celebrant.  
 
FERTILITY CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are 
leaflets about it at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or 
visit www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
JOB VACANCIES - RN Nurses and Care Assistants with NVQ 2, both for permanent and Bank 
shifts at St. Joseph's Home in Harborne.  Please contact Mother Kathleen or Josie Conway HR 
Officer on 0121 427 2486  for more information. 
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