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28th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME       14th/15th October      

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Ann Mullen 
Tony O’Donoghue 

Sunday  10.00 am  
4.00 pm 
6.00 pm 

Julie Lemathy 
Reception of Kay Healey into church 
ECUMENICAL TAIZÉ PRAYER 

Monday Solemnity of St. 
Margaret Mary 

9.30 am 
 

7.30 pm 

 
11.30 am 

 

People of parish in Sacred Heart school 
Funeral Mass of Kay Healey 
Nole Stocks 

Tuesday   No Mass 

Wednesday  9.30 am Elaine & Peter McConville in St. Joseph’s 
school 

Thursday 10.00 am 
6.00 pm 

 Peter Cleaver 
Reception of Greta Slavinski 

Friday Day of abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10.30 am 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Funeral Mass of Greta Slavinski 
Eucharistic Service 

29th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME       21st/22nd October     MISSION SUNDAY 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Greta Slavinski 
Maureen Manning 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William 
Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Irene Nelson. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £307.29 
The CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY COLLECTION came to £490.97 and the CAFOD wall box to 
£221.07 
 

First reading Isaiah 25:6-10 
 
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food. On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. We exult and we rejoice that he has saved us. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 22(23) 
 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
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Second reading Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 
I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I have been through my initiation and now I 
am ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or plenty. There is 
nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives me strength. All the same, it was 
good of you to share with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ 
Jesus, as lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh and lived among us: 
to all who did accept him  
he gave power to become children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those 
who had been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent some more servants. “Tell those 
who have been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and fattened 
cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not 
interested: one went off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his servants, 
maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. He despatched his troops, destroyed 
those murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but 
as those who were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 
everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants went out on to the roads and collected 
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. When the king came in to look at the guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a 
wedding garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 
garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot 
and throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are 
called, but few are chosen.’ 

 

Reflection 
In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus offers an image of the kingdom of heaven using the symbol of a wedding 
banquet. In today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah and in today’s psalm, the Lord’s goodness is evident in the 
symbol of a feast of good food and wine. Jesus’ listeners would have been familiar with the image of a wedding feast 
as a symbol for God’s salvation. They would consider themselves to be the invited guests. Keeping this in mind 
helps us to understand the critique Jesus makes with this parable. The context for this parable is the growing tension 
between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders in Jerusalem. This has been the case for the past two Sundays and 
will continue to be true for the next several weeks. The parable Jesus tells is straightforward. The king dispatches 
his servants to invite the guests to the wedding feast that he is planning for his son. The listeners would have been 
surprised to learn that the first guests refused the invitation. Who would refuse the king’s invitation? A second 
dispatch of servants follows. Again to the listeners’ great surprise, some guests ignore the invitation. Some of the 
invited guests even go so far as to mistreat and kill the servants. The king invokes his retribution against these 
murderers by destroying them and burning their city. We might stop here for a moment. Why would some guests kill 
the servants sent to invite them to the king’s wedding feast? It might be possible that the king was a tyrant, 
evidenced by the destruction of the city of those who refused his invitation. But if we follow this idea, then the 
allegory seems to be about something other than the kingdom of heaven. It is more likely that the destruction of the 
city would have been a powerful image corresponding to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70, 
which would have been an important event for Matthew’s audience. With the invited guests now deemed unworthy 
to attend the king’s wedding feast, the servants are sent to invite whomever they can find. The guests arrive, but it 
appears that accepting the king’s invitation brings certain obligations. The guest who failed to dress in the 
appropriate wedding attire is cast out of the feast. We are reminded that while many are invited to the kingdom of 
heaven, not all are able to meet its requirements. God invites us to his feast, giving us his salvation. Yet he asks us 
to repent for our sins. Jesus’ message in the parable cautions against exclusive beliefs about the kingdom of 
heaven. The parable also teaches about humility. Those who assume that they are the invited guests may find that 
they have refused the invitation, and so others are invited in their place. To accept the invitation is also to accept its 
obligations. God wants our full conversion in complete acceptance of his mercy. 



Parish News 

SACRED HEART CHURCH WEBSITE Please mark this website and view it regularly.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC A course has started on the Catholic faith both for those adults who would 
like to become Catholics and to help those who are already Catholics to get a more adult 
understanding of the faith. It continues each week on Monday at 3.45 pm in Sacred Heart School 
in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. Please come and bring your friends. 
 
GIFT – A New Life in the Spirit course continues this Thursday at 1.00 pm in St. Joseph’s 
School.  
 
TAIZÉ PRAYER MEETING There will be an ecumenical Taizé Prayer meeting for people all over 
Birmingham on Sunday 15th October at 6.00 pm at St. Joseph’s Church. Please come and 
support this as we are the host parishes. 
 
OUR PATRONAL FESTIVAL is this Monday 16th October, the Solemnity of St. Margaret Mary. 
There will a Mass in Sacred Heart School at 9.30 am and a Mass in Church at 7.30 pm. 
(Unfortuately Fr. Mark is no longer able to celebrate this Mass on the 12th anniversary of his 
ordination.) 
 
Sehion UK ministry originates from Sehion Retreat Centre in Attapadi, Kerala. Under the 
direction of Fr. Soji Olikkal, it commenced in the UK in 2009. There are various different 
ministries conducted by Sehion that you can participate in such as: 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website churchpop.com. It 
contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a fun way. Something for all the family 
to enjoy. Wordonfire.org Bishop Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. 
Strangenotions.com  
 
KINGDOM WARRIORS Young adults are invited to join our young adults group called the 
Kingdom Warriors. They meet each Tuesday at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church in Nechells 
Parkway, B7 4JY for Lectio Divina. At present they are studying St. Matthew’s Gospel. 

 
Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club has begun again on Tuesdays.  It is intended for 
members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome the opportunity 
to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served at 12.00 pm, 
and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to pay just £4.00 
towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more details or to 
book a place. 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR COMPLETION OF ROOF REPAIRS 
The Archbishop will be coming to Sacred Heart for a Special Mass on Sunday 14th 
January at 11.00 am.  
Please mark this off in your diary.    More details later. 
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What’s going on in the Diocese 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE has started again on Wednesday 27th September until Sunday 5th 
November. During that time we are asked to pray outside the Abortion Clinic in Arthur Road, 
Edgbaston between 8 am and 8 pm. You can just turn up and join with others praying the rosary, 
but it is helpful to the organisers if you can book in a slot on the website 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham/  If you can’t get there how about 
spending an hour each week before the Blessed Sacrament at Sacred Heart. 

ASTON & NECHELLS FOOD BANK You can help the food bank by going to the John Lewis 
café at Grand Central and putting a green token in the pot marked “Trussell Trust”. If it gets 
enough “votes” in this way it will receive donations from John Lewis. 

AUTUMN QUIZ The Friends of Maryvale invite you to a Quiz on Saturday 21st October with Fish 
& Chips supper (bring your own drinks) at 7.00 pm. Tickets £6 from Orla 0121 360 8118. 

Join the Diocesan Youth Service for Bonfire Night, Sunday 5th November @Oscott College 
from 7-9pm. With music, professional firework display, bonfire & BBQ - a night not to be missed, 
open to youth groups, young adults & families. £10 per person - group & family discounts 
available. Contact: kristi.doughty@kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk or www.kyt.org.uk for more 
information. 

FERTILITY CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are 
leaflets about it at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or 
visit www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
Tabor House, Birmingham’s only permanent night shelter for homeless people, has now 
opened. Could you volunteer as a host or mentor? Contact Christy Acton on 01675 434064 to 
find out more. 

The WORLD MISSION SUNDAY campaign this year encourages us to help bring peace to 
South Sudan. The Holy Father invites all Catholics to contribute to a special collection for Missio, 
his official charity for overseas mission. Your support on World Mission Sunday will help brave 
missionaries in proclaiming the Gospel of peace in South Sudan and around the world. Please 
join in this special day that unites Catholics all over the world in prayer, celebration and care for 
the mission of the Church. You will be able to Gift Aid all donations by using envelopes provided 
by Missio. Thank you. 
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