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33rd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME       18th/19th November 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Gretta Slivinski 
Kay Healy 

Sunday  10.00 am   Marie Victoire Badjan 

Monday  9.30 am Kay Healy  

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am Sr. Pius’ intentions Mass in St. Joseph 
school 

Thursday (school)   9.30 am  People of Parish Mass in Sacred Heart 
school 

Friday Day of abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Pat Hayes 
Eucharistic Service 

 
CHRIST THE KING     15th/16th November                      National Youth Sunday 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Madge & Thomas Moore 
Mary Conlon 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Bridie Murphy 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, Teresa 
Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie 
Gallagher, Irene Nelson, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong. 
 
Maureen Flynn's funeral will be on Friday 1st December at 10 am 
 
Next weekend there is a second collection for the Kenelm Trust (Diocesan youth work) 
 
THE KENELM YOUTH TRUST is committed to providing life changing opportunities for young 
people, helping each person to reflect upon their life of faith and how they respond to the call of 
Jesus Christ in their lives. These include inspiring retreats at Alton Castle and Soli, BCYS 
supporting parish youth work; a wide range of youth events, summer camps, pilgrimages and the 
Lay Chaplaincy Coordinator – supporting Lay Chaplains working in our schools. The KYT was 
established by the Archdiocese of Birmingham to equip, resource, support and offer training for a 
wide variety of youth work that is undertaken across the diocese. Please support young people 
through the work of the Diocesan Youth Service in our second collection next weekend. 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR COMPLETION OF ROOF REPAIRS 
The Archbishop will be coming to Sacred Heart for a Special Mass on  

Sunday 14th January at 11.00 am. The Mass will be followed by a meal, exhibitions and 
entertainment in the Sacred Heart School. 

Please mark this off in your diary. 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


First reading Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31 
A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has 
confidence in her, from her he will derive no little profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all 
the days of her life. She is always busy with wool and with flax, she does her work with eager 
hands. She sets her hands to the distaff, her fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to 
the poor, she opens her arms to the needy. Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman 
who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, and let her 
works tell her praises at the city gates. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 127(128):1-5 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 

 

Second reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since 
you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when 
people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly 
as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade it. 
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, 
you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we 
should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Even if you have to die, says the Lord, 
keep faithful, and I will give you 
the crown of life. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like a man on his way 
abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. ‘The man 
who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The 
man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had received one 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. ‘Now a long time after, the 
master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who 
had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me 
with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with 
greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” ‘Next the man with the two talents came 
forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” 
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful 
in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” ‘Last 
came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, 
reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, 
and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his 
master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take 
the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will 
be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ 

 



Reflection 
 
This week’s Gospel speaks of how Jesus’ disciples are to conduct themselves as they await the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In the preceding passages and in last week’s Gospel, Jesus taught that 
there is no way to predict the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven. His disciples must, therefore, 
remain vigilant and ready to receive the Son of Man at any time. Jesus’ parable talks about 
Christian discipleship using economic metaphors. Before he leaves on a journey, the master 
entrusts to his servants a different number of talents, giving to each according to their abilities. A 
talent is a coin of great value. Upon the master’s return, he finds that the first and second 
servants have doubled their money, and both are rewarded. The third servant, however, has only 
preserved what was given to him because he was afraid to lose the money. He has risked 
nothing; he did not even deposit the money in a bank to earn interest. This servant is punished 
by the master, and his talent is given to the one who brought the greatest return. 
Read in light of last week’s parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids, this parable teaches that 
God’s judgment will be based on the service we render to God and to one another in accordance 
with the gifts that God has given to us. Our gifts, or talents, are given to us for the service of 
others. If we fail to use these gifts, God’s judgment on us will be severe. On the other hand, if we 
make use of these gifts in service to the Kingdom of Heaven, we will be rewarded and entrusted 
with even more responsibilities. This Gospel reminds us that Christian spirituality is not passive 
or inactive. Our life of prayer helps us to discern the gifts that have been given to us by God. This 
prayer and discernment ought to lead us to use our gifts in the service of God and our neighbour. 
God’s grace allows us to share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

 
 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
ADVENT RETREAT DAY at St. Mary’s Convent, 98 Hunters Road, B19 1EB on Saturday 2nd 
December from 10.00 am to 3.30pm.  
 
JOB VACANCIES - RN Nurse vacancies for permanent day and night shifts at St. Joseph's 
Home in Harborne.  Please contact Mother Kathleen or the HR Office on 0121 427 2486 for 
more information. 
 
CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are leaflets about it 
at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or visit 
www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
St. PAUL’S CONVENT are looking for a full-time General Maintenance Assistant, 40 hours a 
week. Rate of pay £8 -£9 an hour. See notice in church for further details. Contact 0121 415 
6100. 
 
BISHOPS’ JOINT STATEMENT ON ABORTION  Have you read it yet? It is very good. You can 
find it on www.catholicnews.org.uk search for ‘joint statement on abortion’. There is a short 
summary, but best to download the whole statement. It is only just over three sides. 
 

Maryvale Institute - annual public open lecture.at Maryvale Institute, The Redford Lecture on 
Monday 20th. November 7.30 pm -  Rev. Dr. Richard Conrad OP of Blackfriars, Oxford' Christ as 
the Father's Face' All are welcome. 
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/32nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection.htm
http://www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk/
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/


Parish News 

ADVENT WALK WITH ME will be available next weekend. Please make sure you get a copy. 
 
St. JOSEPH’S CHURCH BAZAAR will take place on Friday 8th December 1.30 – 3.30 pm in St. 
Joseph’s school, Rocky Lane. They would love to see people from Sacred Heart supporting 
them. 
 
CIVIC MASS on Sunday 26th November at St. Chad’s at 11 am. We need two people to 
represent our parish at this Mass. If you would like to be our representative, see Fr. Stephen 
about it this weekend. 
 
RED WEDNESDAY – STAND UP FOR FAITH AND FREEDOM, 22 NOVEMBER 2017 Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN) are asking parishes to join the ACN’s #RedWednesday campaign this 
year to Stand Up for Faith and Freedom in solidarity with Christians and others who are 
persecuted for their faith. On Wednesday 22nd November (Feast of St Cecilia), ACN is inviting 
UK Christians to wear an item of red clothing/red vestments and churches/secular buildings 
(where possible) to light up red to shine a light on the nature and scale of persecution today. St 
Chad’s Cathedral will be participating in this campaign. The prayers and the involvement of your 
parish will be a significant act of solidarity and witness – especially for Christians, who feel that 
the world is indifferent to their suffering. For more information and to pledge your personal 
support please go to www.acnuk.org/redwednesday. 
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on the Catholic faith both for those adults who would 
like to become Catholics and to help those who are already Catholics to get a more adult 
understanding of the faith each week on Mondays at 3.45 pm in Sacred Heart School in 
Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 
 
Sehion UK ministry originates from Sehion Retreat Centre in Attapadi, Kerala. Under the 
direction of Fr. Soji Olikkal, it commenced in the UK in 2009. There are various different 
ministries conducted by Sehion that you can participate in such as: 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a fun way. 
Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop Robert 
Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. https://strangenotions.com/  
Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 
KINGDOM WARRIORS Young adults are invited to join our young adults group called the 
Kingdom Warriors. They meet each Tuesday at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church in Nechells 
Parkway, B7 4JY for The Great Adventure. 
 
Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club has begun again on Tuesdays.  It is intended for 
members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome the opportunity 
to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served at 12.00 pm, 
and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to pay just £4.00 
towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more details or to 
book a place. 
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