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ADVENT SUNDAY  2nd/3rd December                       

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Vincent Overy 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am   Peter Cleaver 

Monday (school)  9.30 am Anne Doyle Mass in St. Joseph’s School 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday  10.00 am Get better after cancer 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  Gretta Slivinski Mass in Sacred Heart 
school 

Friday Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of 
the BVM 

 
 
 

11.30 am 

9.30 am 
 

Sr. Pius  with the children from school. 
The Friday Prayer Group will meet after 
the Mass. 
People of Parish 

 
ADVENT II  9th/10th December                      Bible Sunday 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Madge Moore 
James & Annie Flood 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Ann & Tom Kennedy 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, Teresa 
Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie 
Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £431.26 
The second collection for the Kenelm Trust came to £320.23 
The November Fiver a month which was displaced from last weekend is this weekend. 
Next weekend there is a second collection for the Poor Parishes. 
 
Irene Nelson’s funeral will take place on Monday 11th December at 12.30 pm. May she rest in 
peace. 
 
FRIDAY this week is a Solemnity, and so is not a Day of Abstinence. You may eat meat! 
But make sure you come to Mass. 
 
CONFESSIONS BEFORE CHRISTMAS Next Sunday following straight on from the Mass both 
Fr. Stephen & Fr. Mark will be available for Confessions. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY IS BIBLE SUNDAY Our Catholic Bishops are very concerned that all Catholics 
should be familiar with the Bible and thirst after the Word of God. You can find resources to help 
you at http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Featured/Catholic-Bible-Sunday-2017/Welcome-the-
Word  
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MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR COMPLETION OF ROOF REPAIRS 
The Archbishop will be coming to Sacred Heart for a Special Mass on  

Sunday 14th January at 11.00 am. The Mass will be followed by a meal, exhibitions and 
entertainment in the Sacred Heart School. 

Please mark this off in your diary. 

 

First reading Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8 
 
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, ‘Our Redeemer’ is your ancient name. 
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you? 
Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your inheritance. 
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down! 
– at your Presence the mountains would melt. 
No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you act like this for those who trust him. 
You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in mind. 
You were angry when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against you. 
We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. 
We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind. 
No one invoked your name or roused himself to catch hold of you. 
For you hid your face from us and gave us up to the power of our sins. 
And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work of your hand. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 
 
Lord of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him 
that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the 
witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the 
gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep 
you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God 
by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 13:33-37 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the 
time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in 
charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, 
because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, 
dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Stay awake!’ 

 
 
 



Reflection 
 
Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks the start of a new liturgical year for the 
Church. Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s Gospel, the chapter that immediately 
precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion. Having been questioned repeatedly by the scribes 
and the Pharisees, Jesus is now questioned by his disciples—Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew—who want details about his prediction of the destruction of the Temple. Jesus answers 
with many warnings about the difficulties that the disciples will face. Today’s passage comes at 
the conclusion of Jesus’ warnings to his disciples. Jesus emphasises the need for watchfulness. 
The Son of Man will come without warning; only the Father knows the exact hour. The disciples 
must not be caught unprepared when this time comes. Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was 
written around the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. Mark’s 
audience consisted of Christians who were living in difficult social and political times, times of 
conflict. They were likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. In this difficult time, 
it helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of such difficulties. Early Christian communities took 
courage from Jesus’ warning to remain alert and watchful, and they found in his words a way to 
persevere through suffering. Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our 
preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. Advent is also about 
preparing ourselves for Christ’s return in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples and the 
faithful in Mark’s community, we must also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to God, 
through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows us to be ready for the coming of the 
Son of Man. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
The Art of Dying Well – November, the Month to Remember - www.artofdyingwell.org  
 Dying Well's Instagram memorial page, you can submit names/photos and or memories of 
people you have known who have died. We are inviting you to post, via the Art of Dying Well’s 
Instagram or Twitter platforms (@artofdyingwell), pictures or memories of your loved ones who 
are dying or who have already died. It is also a chance to remember those who you have not 
personally known, but who come to mind because they have no one else left to pray for them.  
By tagging @ArtofDyingWell with #RememberThem, the photos/names will then be shared with 
five convents and abbeys who will remember and pray for those featured. The Carmelites of 
Notting Hill speak about the #RememberThem initiative:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSbRNHEjOIM  
 
CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are leaflets about it 
at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or visit 
www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES Christmas this year falls on a Monday, so Christmas Eve is the 4th 
Sunday of Advent. There will be the normal Masses for Advent IV. Fr. Mark has agreed to say 
Mass on Christmas Eve at Sacred Heart. 
 

7.30 pm Vigil Mass at Sacred Heart 
7.30 pm Vigil Mass at St. Joseph's 

Christmas Day 
10.00 am Mass of the Day at Sacred Heart 
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Parish News 

CONGRATULATIONS to Lucien Nzabandora and George Wisoba of our Kingdom Warriors for 
the ward for receiving the Joseph Cardijn Award at a ceremony in Leicester Square in London 
last week and to the whole of the group. You can read about it and see pictures on 
millionminutes.org.  The Kingdom Warriors meet each Tuesday at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s 
Church in Nechells Parkway, B7 4JY and are studying The Great Adventure at present. 
 
DO YOU WANT TO SUPPORT OUR CATHOLC SCHOOLS AND THE RIGHT OF CATHOLICS 
TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO THEM? In 2016, the Government promised to lift the 50% cap 
on faith admissions for new religious schools in England saying the cap was unfair to the 
Catholic community. The Conservative party even included a commitment to remove the cap in 
its manifesto. Our bishops would like as many Catholics as possible to contact the Secretary of 
State for Education urging her not to break the Government’s promise. 
You can write to the Secretary of State (copying in your local MP) by clicking on this 
link: http://catholicnews.org.uk/cap  You will also find this link on our parish website. 
 
ADVENT WALK WITH ME is available. Please make sure you get a copy. 
 
St. JOSEPH’S CHURCH BAZAAR will take place this Friday 8th December 1.30 – 3.30 pm in St. 
Joseph’s school, Rocky Lane. They would love to see people from Sacred Heart supporting 
them. Please come along. You will be able to get lots of bargains especially Kitchen equipment. 
 
STATE OF THE ROOF REPAIRS The work is coming on well and most of it should be finished 
by the end of the week. They are held up by the terra cotta which is being made but may not be 
ready until the end of January. As soon as it is ready it will be installed and the last of the work 
finished off at the west end and the final scaffolding removed. It is unfortunate that the most 
obvious scaffolding and sheeting around the entrance to the Church will be the last to go. 
 
CAROL SERVICE in Aston Parish Church (Anglican) on Thursday this week at 1.45 pm. All 
welcome. 
You are also invited to a CAROL SERVICE at Sacred Heart Church on Thursday 14th December 
at 2.00 pm. All welcome. 
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in Sacred 
Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a fun way. 
Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop Robert 
Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. https://strangenotions.com/  
Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 
Sacred Heart School Infant Nativity – The Infant children will be performing the Nativity 
‘Hosanna Rock’ on Tuesday 5th December at 2.00 pm and Wednesday 6th December at 9.30 am. 
All are very welcome to attend. 
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