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ADVENT II  9th/10th December                      Bible Sunday 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Madge Moore 
James & Annie Flood 

Sunday  10.00 am   Ann & Tom Kennedy 

Monday  
12.30 pm 

9.30 am Kay Healy 
Funeral Mass for Irene Nelson 

Tuesday (school)   9.30 am People of Parish 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday  
2.00 pm 

 No Mass 
Carol Service in Sacred Heart Church 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

10.00 am 
 

 
11.45 am 
2.00 pm 

Funeral Mass for Michael Joseph O’Connor 
Eucharistic Service 
Carol Service in St. Joseph’s Church 

 
ADVENT III  16th/17th December                       

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Annie Rooney & Teresa Kehoe 
Ann Marie Bernadette Sarr 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Bridie Corcoram 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, Teresa 
Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie 
Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £342.19 
The November Fiver a month came to £265.90. 
This weekend there is a second collection for the Poor Parishes. 
 
Raise the Roof Raffle 25th November No: 47 – Ileen Robins 
      2nd December No:49 – Margaret Kerr 
      3rd December  No:28 – P Fitzgerald 
 
CONFESSIONS BEFORE CHRISTMAS This Sunday following straight on from the Mass both 
Fr. Stephen & Fr. Mark will be available for Confessions. 
There will be local Penance Services as follows: 
Monday 18th December  Christ the King, Kingstanding `at 7.00 pm. 
Tuesday 19th December Erdington Abbey at 7.30 pm. 
Tuesday 19th December St. Nicholas, Boldmere at 7.00 pm. 
 
THIS SUNDAY IS BIBLE SUNDAY Our Catholic Bishops are very concerned that all Catholics 
should be familiar with the Bible and thirst after the Word of God. You can find resources to help 
you at http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Featured/Catholic-Bible-Sunday-2017/Welcome-the-
Word  
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MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR COMPLETION OF ROOF REPAIRS 
The Archbishop will be coming to Sacred Heart for a Special Mass on  

Sunday 14th January at 11.00 am. The Mass will be followed by a meal, exhibitions and 
entertainment in the Sacred Heart School. 

Please mark this off in your diary. 

 

First reading Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 
 
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. 
Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent) 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 
 

Second reading 2 Peter 3:8-14 
 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a 
thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his 
promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting 
nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall 
apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up. Since everything is coming to an end like 
this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day of God to 
come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are 
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness 
will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot 
or stain so that he will find you at peace. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Mark 1:1-8 
 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of 
the prophet Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your 
way. A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their 
way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John 
wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his 
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I 
am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he 
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

Reflection 

Today’s Gospel is taken from the beginning of Mark. Unlike Luke and Matthew, Mark does not 
include any details of Jesus’ birth. Instead Mark begins with the appearance of John the Baptist 
in the desert. On this the Second Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect upon the role of 
John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus and the salvation that he would bring to us. 
Mark’s description of the appearance of John the Baptist highlights John’s continuity with the 
Jewish prophetic tradition. Mark combines quotations from the Old Testament books of Malachi, 
Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark’s description of John as an ascetic, living in the desert, clothed in 
camel hair, and eating locusts and wild honey, is reminiscent of the description of the prophet 
Elijah found in Second Kings. The people of Judea and Jerusalem flock to him, listening to his 
message of repentance and forgiveness; they also come to him to be baptised. Mark’s Gospel is 
clear, however, that John the Baptist’s role is only to prepare the way for another who will come, 
one who is greater than John. Many scholars believe that the Gospels reflect the tension that 
likely existed between followers of John the Baptist and disciples of Jesus. Each of the four 
Evangelists report on John’s preaching and baptising, and they each emphasise the importance 
of Jesus’ baptism by John. The four Gospels also explain that John was sent to preach in 
preparation for another. In the Gospel of Luke, the question is raised as to whether John the 
Baptist was himself the Messiah. Just as in today’s Gospel, however, John speaks quite explicitly 
that the Messiah was to come after him. In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his 
baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John says that he has 
baptised with water, but that the one who is to come will baptise with the Holy Spirit. John’s 
baptism was not yet a Christian baptism, but a preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism through 
which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. John the Baptist is presented to 
us as a model during Advent. We, too, are called upon to prepare a way for the Lord. Like John 
the Baptist, we are messengers in service to one who is greater than we are. Our Baptism 
commissions us to call others to life as disciples of Jesus. 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are leaflets about it 
at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or visit 
www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk/


CHRISTMAS MASSES Christmas this year falls on a Monday, so Christmas Eve is the 4th 
Sunday of Advent. There will be the normal Masses for Advent IV. Fr. Mark has agreed to say 
Mass on Christmas Eve at Sacred Heart. 
 

7.30 pm Vigil Mass at Sacred Heart 
7.30 pm Vigil Mass at St. Joseph's 

Christmas Day 
10.00 am Mass of the Day at Sacred Heart 

 

Parish News 

DO YOU WANT TO SUPPORT OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND THE RIGHT OF 
CATHOLICS TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO THEM? In 2016, the Government promised to lift 
the 50% cap on faith admissions for new religious schools in England saying the cap was unfair 
to the Catholic community. The Conservative party even included a commitment to remove the 
cap in its manifesto. Our bishops would like as many Catholics as possible to contact the 
Secretary of State for Education urging her not to break the Government’s promise. 
You can write to the Secretary of State (copying in your local MP) by clicking on this 
link: http://catholicnews.org.uk/cap  You will also find this link on our parish website. 
 
You are also invited to a CAROL SERVICE at Sacred Heart Church on Thursday 14th December 
at 2.00 pm. All welcome. Also at St. Joseph’s Church on Friday 15th December at 2.00 pm. 
CAROL SINGING IN TESCO Come and join in next Saturday between 12 and 2 pm. 
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in Sacred 
Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a fun way. 
Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop Robert 
Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. https://strangenotions.com/  
Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
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