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ADVENT III  16th/17th December                      Gaudete Sunday 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Annie Rooney & Teresa Kehoe 
Ann Marie Bernadette Sarr 

Sunday  10.00 am   Bridie Corcoram  

Monday  9.30 am May Hurley 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am Jane Shakespeare Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  
3.00 pm 

Bridie Murphy Mass in Sacred Heart school 
Reception of Pat Wall into church 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

 10.00 am Funeral Mass for Pat Wall 

 
ADVENT IV  23rd/24th December                       

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Derek Davis 
Deceased of O’Neill family 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

CHRISTMAS EVE 7.30 pm 7.30 pm Irene Nelson  /  Deceased of Wall & 
Redmond families 

CHRISTMAS DAY 10.00 am  Betty O’Connor 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael 
O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat 
Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £170.12 
The second collection for the Poor Parishes came to £176.85 
 
According to custom, the Christmas collections are a personal gift to the Parish Priest. 
 
CONFESSIONS BEFORE CHRISTMAS. 
There will be local Penance Services as follows: 
Monday 18th December  Christ the King, Kingstanding `at 7.00 pm. 
Tuesday 19th December Erdington Abbey at 7.30 pm. 
Tuesday 19th December St. Nicholas, Boldmere at 7.00 pm. 
 
MISSIO BOXES If you have a Mission box, please bring it to Church and hand it in so that all the 
money for 2017 can be sent off asap. 
 
THE DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES FOR 2018 have arrived and are on sale at £2.75. 
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First reading Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; 
to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison;  
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me in the garments of 
salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. 
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up, 
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm Luke 1:46-50,53-54 
 
My soul rejoices in my God. 
 

Second reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because this is what 
God expects you to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of 
prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything – hold on to what is good and avoid every 
form of evil. May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and may you all be kept safe and 
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and 
he will not fail you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel John 1:6-8,19-28 
 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am 
not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ 
He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those 
who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: 
a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him, ‘Why 
are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I 
baptise with water; but there stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after 
me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the 
Jordan, where John was baptising. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 
This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on the person and mission of John the 
Baptist. The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the prologue to John’s Gospel with 
a report about John the Baptist. As in Mark’s Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no birth 
narrative. Instead, John’s Gospel begins with a theological reflection that has come to be called 
the “prologue.” This prologue places the story of Jesus in its cosmological framework. It speaks 
of Jesus’ existence with God since the beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is presented 
as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the culmination of the Word, the light that is coming 
into the world’s darkness. Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John the 
Baptist. We learn about the attention that John the Baptist received from the Jewish authorities. 
Messengers from the Jewish priests, the Levites and the Pharisees question John about his 
identity and the meaning of the baptisms that he is performing. John’s Gospel uses these 
questions to establish the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist. John the Baptist is 
not the Messiah, nor is he Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s denials, we hear echoes of the kind of 
messianic expectations that were common in first-century Palestine. The only affirmative 
response that John the Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. Upon answering the 
next question, John announces that the saviour they seek is already among them, but as yet 
unrecognised. John’s response highlights for us an important Advent theme: Jesus has already 
come into the world as our saviour. During Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize 
Jesus’ presence in our midst. Advent also reminds us that Jesus will come again to fulfill the 
promise of salvation. We pray that we will continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great 
day. The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word which 
means “rejoice,” is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass. This theme is echoed in 
today’s second reading from the first Letter to the Thessalonians. It is a reminder that Advent is a 
season of joy because our salvation is already at hand. 

 

What’s going on in the Diocese 
ABLAZE 2018, 6 JANUARY 2018 A concert for young people, Ablaze 2018, organised by the 
Sehion Ministries, will take place on Saturday 6 January 2018 from 12-5pm at the Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW. The focus of this gathering is to 
share the Gospel through music and includes live worship, theatrical performances and personal 
testimonies of faith. For more information or to purchase a ticket please email: 
ablazemusicconcert@gmail.com or register directly at: www.sehionuk.org/retreatregistration. 
 
CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are leaflets about it 
at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or visit 
www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
Tabor House - Birmingham's only permanent night shelter is looking for volunteers. Could you 
help as a Hospitality Volunteer, Shift Leader or Volunteer Mentor? If interested, please contact 
Mairead Shaw 07387 418318 or Laura Jovicich 07387 418319 or 
email laurajovicich@fatherhudsons.org.uk" 
 
A Lifeline for Marriages Is your marriage stressed, unloving, cold? Do you want to improve your 
communication? Have you separated, divorced, or are you thinking of doing so?  Do you want to 
try again? The Retrouvaille programme may be just what you need! Next programme 
commences with a weekend 16th – 18th March 2018 Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire  
For Further information  Contact Frances and Michael Tel or Text 0788 7296983. or Julie and 
Gearoid Tel or Text 0797 3380443 Email; info@ retrouvaille.org.uk  Or visit website : 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk . 
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CHRISTMAS MASSES Christmas this year falls on a Monday, so Christmas Eve is the 4th 
Sunday of Advent. There will be the normal Masses for Advent IV. Fr. Mark has agreed to say 
Mass on Christmas Eve at Sacred Heart. 
 

7.30 pm Vigil Mass at Sacred Heart 
7.30 pm Vigil Mass at St. Joseph's 

Christmas Day 
10.00 am Mass of the Day at Sacred Heart 

Parish News 

DO YOU WANT TO SUPPORT OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND THE RIGHT OF 
CATHOLICS TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO THEM? In 2016, the Government promised to lift 
the 50% cap on faith admissions for new religious schools in England saying the cap was unfair 
to the Catholic community. The Conservative party even included a commitment to remove the 
cap in its manifesto. Our bishops would like as many Catholics as possible to contact the 
Secretary of State for Education urging her not to break the Government’s promise. 
You can write to the Secretary of State (copying in your local MP) by clicking on this 
link: http://catholicnews.org.uk/cap  You will also find this link on our parish website. 
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in Sacred 
Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a fun way. 
Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop Robert 
Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. https://strangenotions.com/  
Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR COMPLETION OF ROOF REPAIRS 
The Archbishop will be coming to Sacred Heart for a Special Mass on  

Sunday 14th January at 11.00 am. The Mass will be followed by a meal, exhibitions and 
entertainment in the Sacred Heart School. 

Please mark this off in your diary. 
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