
 

Website: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/RCBirmingham 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Archdiocese-of-Birmingham-166194176857632/ 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/birminghamarchdiocese 
 
 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued by: Faye Fawcett    Date: Thursday 4 January 2018 

 

Parish power ensures no more leaks at Birmingham church 

A Grade II listed Catholic church is just shy of its £477,366 fundraising target to see 

it restored to its former glory. 

The parishioners of Sacred Heart and St Margaret Mary in Aston, Birmingham, have 

been fundraising for roof repairs for several years. The work became even more 

urgent following a Quinquennial Inspection in 2015. 

Despite the mammoth task of fundraising for such a large sum, parishioners were 

determined to help raise the money needed for extensive roof and renovation work – 

and have just £32,000 left to go. 

As a result of such efforts a Mass of Thanksgiving will be held on Sunday 14 January 

at 11am to mark the momentous occasion. 

The main celebrant will be the Most Rev Bernard Longley, Archbishop of 

Birmingham, and the mass will be followed by a buffet reception, and exhibition, at 

the nearby Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School. 

The church, which was built in 1922, is of Italian design and its interior boasts an 

extraordinary lavish decorative scheme incorporating extensive mosaic work over 

the sanctuary.  

As a result of the inspection the church has undergone vital repairs to the roof (to 

help protect the mosaic) and ancillary areas, and also to pointing, the repair of 

windows and terracotta.  
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Parishioners, working with the Archdiocese Development Department, undertook the 

fundraising programme to ensure the church remains fit for purpose for many more 

years to come. 

Applications were submitted to various grant and trust bodies, resulting in: 

£110,000 from the Department of Media Culture and Sport Listed Places of Worship 

Roof Repair Fund 

£70,000 from the Gubay Foundation 

£10,000 from The Garfield Weston Foundation 

£5,000 from All Churches Trust 

£20,000 from The Archdiocese of Birmingham Poor Mission Fund 

£50,000 from Parish Funds and £114,000 from parish fundraising 

A vat reclaim has resulted in £66,505 leaving approximately £32,000 to be raised. 

Parish priest, Father Stephen Pimlott, said: “We look forward to welcoming all to our 

Mass of Thanksgiving, especially former parishioners and their families.  

“This is a wonderful opportunity to gather everyone together who has a connection to 

the church and see the improvements that have been made. 

“Our church is very much a hidden gem and we want to showcase all that is great 

about the building, and the people who worship here. 

“There will be a chance to make a donation to the renovation fund on the day, as 

fundraising is ongoing.   

“In the future we are also looking at undertaking repair on the mosaics and other 

areas of the church.” 

Steve Baylis, Head of Development, said: “Our hard work in building an effective 

team to secure funding for projects and helping parishes to maintain and improve the 

buildings that they worship in is bearing fruit.  

“This project is another excellent example of the work we are undertaking across the 
diocese to ensure our most historical buildings are kept in the best condition 
possible.” 
 
For further details of the mass, and if you would like to attend the buffet reception, 

please contact Father Stephen Pimlott on 0121 327 0235 or e-mail 

sacredheartaston@hotmail.com 
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