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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           13th/14th January       Peace Sunday 
 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Sis Lively 
Pat Wall 

Sunday  11.00 am   People of Parish/Peggy Breen & Elaine McGlyn 

Monday (school)  9.30 am Sick grandson  Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday   No Mass 

Thursday   No Mass 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

  
11.45 am 

No Mass 
Eucharistic Service 

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           20th/21st January 
 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of parish 
Anne Marie Mooney 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Raymond Moore 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael 
O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat 
Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Jim McGuire. 
 
May Walker’s funeral will be on Friday 2nd February at 11.30 am. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £285.56. 
 
This Sunday we welcome His Grace, Archbishop Bernard Longley to celebrate the Mass in 
thanksgiving for our new roof. The Mass is at 11.00 am. Afterwards there will be refreshments, 
exhibition and musical entertainments in Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens, B20 3AE. 
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First reading 1 Samuel 3:3-10,19 
 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord, where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you 
called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again 
the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you 
called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no 
knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. Once again 
the Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called 
me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, 
‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done 
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’ Samuel 
grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 39(40):2,4,7-10 
 

Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20 
 

The body is not meant for fornication: it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who 
raised the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up too. You know, surely, that your 
bodies are members making up the body of Christ; but anyone who is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit with him. Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but 
to fornicate is to sin against his own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you since you receive him from God. You are not your own property; you have been 
bought and paid for. That is why you should use your body for the glory of God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel John 1:35-42 
 
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which 
means Teacher –’where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where 
he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about the tenth hour. One of these two 
who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother of 
Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the  
Messiah’ – which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and 
said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 

 
 
 



Reflection 
 

Although the liturgical season of Ordinary Time begins this week, today’s reading continues with 
the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, which concludes the Christmas season. Today’s 
reading from the Gospel according to John immediately follows John the Baptist's testimony 
about Jesus and his identification of Jesus as the Lamb of God. Having been baptized by John, 
Jesus begins to gather followers. The first followers sought out Jesus because of the testimony 
and witness of John the Baptist. 
We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses for Jesus—the Lamb of God. We hear it 
weekly at the fraction rite during Mass. For those who heard John the Baptist, however, this title 
recalled key themes from the Old Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb offered as a sacrifice 
when God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the event that is commemorated by the 
Jewish Passover celebration. The designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s description of the 
suffering servant of Israel. In using this name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion 
and death and the new interpretation of Passover that will begin with Jesus’ Last Supper. 
We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’ first followers were gathered. The first two, Andrew and 
another man, were followers of John the Baptist. After hearing John’s testimony, they became 
followers of Jesus. During their time with Jesus, the details of which are not specified, Andrew 
and the other follower came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Andrew then brings his 
brother, Simon, to Jesus. Immediately, Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling him Peter, which 
means “rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is reported in all four of the Gospels. 
In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, and Jesus, we see an example of the usual 
pattern for first-century Jewish rabbinical schools. Jews sought out rabbis and established 
themselves as disciples of a particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been unique in that he 
sought out individuals, inviting them to be his followers. In the passage that follows, John’s 
Gospel tells us how Jesus took the initiative in calling Philip and Nathanael. 
Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” This is a telling question, 
and one that we might often ask of ourselves. John the Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity, the 
Lamb of God, using the framework of the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, and the other first 
disciples were looking for the Messiah, whom they also came to know as the Son of God. What 
do we look for and what do we find in Jesus? 

 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donations to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. 
For further details, please visit the Sehion UK website at www.sehionuk.org 
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THE OCTAVE OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY begins on Thursday 18th January. 
 
AMORIS LAETITIA - WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 takes place in August this year in 
Ireland and the Pope will be present. We all know that families are in crisis in our Western world. 
Please start praying for this meeting. There are a few very beautiful prayer tryptic cards available 
at the back. Take one quickly before they all go. Also look at the website 
www.worldmeeting2018.ie  
 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE Aston Churches Together are organising an ecumenical Service next 
Sunday 21st January at the Holte Suite at 10.30 am – 12.30 pm. You are invited to attend, but 
remember you will need to attend the Catholic Mass as well. 
 
SILENT MOVIE NIGHT at St. Barnabas Erdington on Saturday 27th January at 7.30 pm with 
accompaniment by Vincent Byrne on the piano. Tickets at the door £7 and £3.50 concessions. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a 
fun way. Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop 
Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. 
https://strangenotions.com/  Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
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