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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           27th/28th January    Racial Justice Sunday 
 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Johnnie McManus 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am   Maureen Flynn 

Monday   9.30 am Pat Wall 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am Mary Ann   Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday   
6.00 pm 

9.00 am Funeral Mass for Sinead Banks 
Reception of May Walker into church 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 
Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple 

11.30 am 
 
 

6.30 pm 

 
 
11.45 am 

Funeral Mass for May Walker 
 
Eucharistic Service 
Maureen Flynn 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           3rd/4th February     
 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Michael O’Connor 
Mary Baines & family 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of parish 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie 
Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Jim McGuire. 
 
CANDLEMAS This Friday is the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, one of the greatest feats of 
the year. Mass will be in the evening at 6.30 pm. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £262.26. 
This weekend we shall have our January Fiver a month collection. 
Next weekend there is a Pro-Life second collection for LIFE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


First reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 
Moses said to the people: ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from 
among yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you yourselves 
asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you 
said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the 
Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for them 
from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell them all I command 
him. The man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, shall be held 
answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have not 
commanded him to say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9 
 

O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’ 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
 

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s 
affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to bother about the 
world’s affairs and devote himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an 
unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry 
about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, has to worry about 
the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say this only to help you, not to 
put a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that everything is as it should be, and that 
you give your undivided attention to the Lord. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 
to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 1:21-28 
 

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the sabbath came he went to 
the synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on them because, 
unlike the scribes, he taught them with authority. 
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit and it shouted, 
‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean 
spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so 
astonished that they started asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ 
they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean spirits and they obey 
him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean 
countryside. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Reflection 
 
Today’s Gospel continues our reading from Mark and describes what some believe was likely to 
have been a typical day in Jesus’ ministry. Jesus and the disciples that chose to follow him in last 
week’s Gospel arrive at Capernaum, a small village on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus teaches in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath. Mark reports that the people respond to Jesus’ teaching with 
astonishment, noting Jesus’ authority and contrasting it with the scribes’. Early in Mark’s Gospel 
we already find evidence of the tension that will manifest itself fully in Jerusalem. 
After Jesus’ preaching, an even more astonishing thing happens. A man possessed with an 
unclean spirit calls out to Jesus. As we see in this example and throughout Mark’s Gospel, the 
spirits and demons seem to know Jesus and are often fearful of him. In fact, they seem to 
understand Jesus’ identity better than his disciples. As we will read again and again in Mark’s 
Gospel, Jesus orders the spirit to be quiet and drives the unclean spirit out of the man. Jesus’ 
ability to heal those possessed by demons is an indication of his power over evil. 
In the prescientific age of Jesus’ time, all illnesses were understood to be manifestations of evil 
and sinfulness. Our modern understanding of illness is very different. Possession by unclean 
spirits may have been a way to describe what we might call mental illness today. It may have 
even been a way of describing certain kinds of physical conditions. There is evidence that there 
were many kinds of exorcists and healers in first-century Palestine. Jesus appears to be like 
these healers, but he heals with unique authority and connects his healing activities with the 
words of his preaching. 
We are missing the point that Mark is trying to make in this Gospel, however, if we try to explain 
away the healing work of Jesus. The crowds see in Jesus’ cure of the possessed man further 
affirmation of his authority. Jesus’ power to heal gives greater credence to his teaching. Jesus 
impresses the crowds through his words, which are manifested with power in his deeds. Mark’s 
Gospel tells us that because of the authority with which he healed, Jesus’ fame spread 
throughout all of Galilee. 

 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donations to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues on each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. All 
welcome. Just ring the bell. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible. At present they 
are doing the “Great Adventure”. 
 
SYNOD ON YOUTH The Church is preparing for the Synod in October when the main focus will 
be on Youth. To prepare for this there are a series of events in our Diocese. There will be 
something called ENGAGE “voices coming together” at Oscott College on Saturday 24th 
March 10 am – 4 pm for those aged 16-29. Email synod@kyt.org.uk to book your place. For 
more information go to www.synod18.org  
 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY  This Sunday 2 – 4 pm at the Banqueting Suite in the Council 
House in Birmingham. Doors open at 1 pm. The theme this year is “The power of words”. This 
day recalls the various genocides which have taken place in recent history. We pray that we may 
be vigilant so things like these do not happen again. All welcome, whatever religion. 
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AMORIS LAETITIA - WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 takes place in August this year in 
Ireland and the Pope will be present. We all know that families are in crisis in our Western world. 
Please start praying for this meeting. Look at the website www.worldmeeting2018.ie  
 
SILENT MOVIE NIGHT at St. Barnabas Erdington this Saturday 27th January at 7.30 pm with 
accompaniment by Vincent Byrne on the piano. Tickets at the door £7 and £3.50 concessions. 
 
ROOF APPEAL Motown and Soul Fundraiser Night With DJ Paul Kelly Friday 2nd of February 
2018 8pm ‘till 12am At THE CROWN 1069 Tyburn Road, Erdington B24 0TH Tickets: £5 For 
more info: Mark Van Beeumen on 07974904793 Kate Crehan on 07514 438066. 
 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE starts again on Ash Wednesday 14th February and continues through Lent. 
Throughout the world there are 750,000 volunteers in 741 cities in 47 nations with 5,251 local 
campaigns. We know of 13,998 babies saved through these campaigns, 170 abortion workers 
quitting and 94 Abortion Centres closed. Well done and keep praying. 
 
THE KICK-OFF EVENT on Sunday 11th Feb, 2pm, in the Upper Cloister room of 
the Birmingham Oratory. Ex UK-abortion worker Noel Pattern will be sharing his testimony of why 
he stopped working in the abortion industry in this country and became pro-life. We also have 
Clare McCullough, founder of the Good Counsel Network speaking about how effective pro-
life witness is love in action. 
 
THE GUILD OF St. STEPHEN SERVERS MASS is on Saturday 17th February at St. Chad’s at 
12 noon. Perhaps parents of servers could take their children to this special occasion for servers 
 
THE BIRMINGHAM LOURDES REUNION You are invited to a Solemn Mass with anointing of 
the sick at the Oratory in Hagley Road on Saturday 24th February at 11 am. There is a buffet 
lunch afterwards for the sick and their carers. Please contact Andrew Grant on 01886 832368 or 
07976 982742 if sick & carers want to stay for the lunch. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
RAINBOW COMMUNITY CHOIR invites you to come and participate in community/gospel 
singing every Thursday at 2.00 pm starting 25th January at the West Indian Chaplaincy, 
Bayswater Road, Birmingham B20 3AE. 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a 
fun way. Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop 
Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. 
https://strangenotions.com/  Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 

JOB VACANCIES - RN Nurse Weekend Nights,  RN Nurse days, Care Assistant Nights Bank 
Shifts, Care Assistant Weekends at St. Joseph's Home in Harborne. Please contact Kay Munns 
at the HR Office on 0121 427 2486 for more information. 
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