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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           3rd/4th February     
 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Michael O’Connor 
Mary Baines & family 

Sunday  10.00 am   People of parish 

Monday   9.30 am Anne-Marie Bernadette Sarr 

Tuesday (school)   9.30 am Geoff Hale  Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Wednesday    No Mass 

Thursday  10.00 am  Holy Souls 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

10.30 am 
 

 
11.45 am 

Funeral Mass for Christopher Moore 
Eucharistic Service 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           10th/11th February    World Day for the sick 
 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of the Parish 
Kath O’Connor 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Gil Mailer 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie 
Parish, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Jim McGuire. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £374.53 
The January Fiver a month collection came to £285.29 
This weekend there is a Pro-Life second collection for LIFE. 
 
Sr. FLORENCE We are sad to say good-bye to Sr. Florence who will be leaving the community 
in Little Oaks Road and moving to a new house which the daughters have opened in Bordesley 
Green near the Heartlands Hospital. She has been with us here for a long time and has been a 
much valued part of our church community. We wish her well in Bordesley Green and hope that 
we shall still see her from time to time. 
 
This Saturday is St. Blaise’s Day. If anyone wishes to have their throats blest, this will take 
place straight after Mass. 
 
ASH WENESDAY is on 14th February. It starts Lent and is a day of Fast & Abstinence. Masses will be at: 
9.30 am in Sacred Heart School 
1.30 pm in St. Joseph's School 
6.30 pm in Sacred Heart Church 
You are most warmly welcome to attend Mass in either school.  
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First reading Job 7:1-4,6-7 
 
Job began to speak: 
Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than pressed service,  
his time no better than hired drudgery? 
Like the slave, sighing for the shade, 
or the workman with no thought but his wages, 
months of delusion I have assigned to me, 
nothing for my own but nights of grief. 
Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ 
Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’ 
Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. 
Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have passed, 
and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 
Remember that my life is but a breath, 
and that my eyes will never again see joy. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 146(147):1-6 
 
Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted. 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23 
 

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; I should be 
punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I might have been paid for it, but 
as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been put into my hands. Do you know what my 
reward is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist on the 
rights which the gospel gives me. 
So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of everyone so as to win as 
many as I could. For the weak I made myself weak. I made myself all things to all men in order to 
save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the gospel, to have a share in its 
blessings. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 1:29-39 
 

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the house of Simon and 
Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her 
straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her and 
she began to wait on them. 
That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were possessed 
by devils. The whole town came crowding round the door, and he cured many who were 
suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out many devils, but he would not 
allow them to speak, because they knew who he was. 
In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place 
and prayed there. Simon and his companions set out in search of him, and when they found him 
they said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to the neighbouring 
country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all 
through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils. 



 

Reflection 
 
Today we continue to read from Mark’s Gospel, learning more about the ministry of Jesus. Jesus 
cured Simon’s mother-in-law, and she immediately began to serve Jesus and his disciples. Jesus 
also cured many others who were brought to him, healing their illnesses and driving out demons. 
As we will see throughout Mark’s Gospel, Jesus did not permit the demons to speak because 
they knew his identity and would have revealed it to those who were present. 
On the morning after this busy day, Jesus retreated in prayer, but was pursued by Simon and 
others who brought news that many people were looking for him. At this point in Mark’s Gospel, 
we begin to see a distinct role for the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples—they act as intermediaries 
between Jesus and the people. Jesus reports to his disciples that they need to leave Capernaum 
to preach in other places. 
Today’s Gospel completes a picture of Jesus’ ministry: preaching, curing the sick, driving out 
demons, and then moving on to continue this work in another place. Mark's Gospel tells us that 
Jesus did this throughout Galilee. 
Jesus’ compassion and healing of the sick is a sign of the Kingdom of God. The Church 
continues to extend Christ’s healing presence to others in its ministry to the sick. In the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the Church prays for spiritual and physical healing, 
forgiveness of sins, and comfort for those who are suffering from illness. 
In today’s Gospel we also notice the importance of prayer in Jesus’ daily life. Jesus rose early in 
the morning, removed himself from the crowds, and went to a deserted place to pray. When the 
disciples found him, he told them that it was time to move on. We believe that in his prayers 
Jesus found guidance and direction from God. We also bring our decision-making to God in 
prayer, asking for his guidance and direction in our lives. 

 
 
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donation to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. All 
welcome. Just ring the bell. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible. At present they 
are doing the “Great Adventure”. 
 
SYNOD ON YOUTH The Church is preparing for the Synod in October when the main focus will 
be on Youth. To prepare for this there are a series of events in our Diocese. There will be 
something called ENGAGE “voices coming together” at Oscott College on Saturday 24th 
March 10 am – 4 pm for those aged 16-29. Email synod@kyt.org.uk to book your place. For 
more information go to www.synod18.org  
 
AMORIS LAETITIA - WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 takes place in August this year in 
Ireland and the Pope will be present. We all know that families are in crisis in our Western world. 
Please start praying for this meeting. Look at the website www.worldmeeting2018.ie  
 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE starts again on Ash Wednesday 14th February and continues through Lent. 
Throughout the world there are 750,000 volunteers in 741 cities in 47 nations with 5,251 local 
campaigns. We know of 13,998 babies saved through these campaigns, 170 abortion workers 
quitting and 94 Abortion Centres closed. Well done and keep praying. 

http://www.loyolapress.com/prayer.htm
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THE KICK-OFF EVENT next Sunday 11th Feb, 2pm, in the Upper Cloister room of 
the Birmingham Oratory. Ex UK-abortion worker Noel Pattern will be sharing his testimony of why 
he stopped working in the abortion industry in this country and became pro-life. We also have 
Clare McCullough, founder of the Good Counsel Network speaking about how effective pro-
life witness is love in action. 
 
THE GUILD OF St. STEPHEN SERVERS MASS is on Saturday 17th February at St. Chad’s at 
12 noon. Perhaps parents of servers could take their children to this special occasion for servers 
 
THE BIRMINGHAM LOURDES REUNION You are invited to a Solemn Mass with anointing of 
the sick at the Oratory in Hagley Road on Saturday 24th February at 11 am. There is a buffet 
lunch afterwards for the sick and their carers. Please contact Andrew Grant on 01886 832368 or 
07976 982742 if sick & carers want to stay for the lunch. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
RAINBOW COMMUNITY CHOIR invites you to come and participate in community/gospel 
singing every Thursday at 2.00 pm starting 25th January at the West Indian Chaplaincy, 
Bayswater Road, Birmingham B20 3AE. 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a 
fun way. Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop 
Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. 
https://strangenotions.com/  Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Joe Mahoney who has died aged 27 years. Joe 
originated from Ireland but lived in Birmingham until he was adopted at the age of 9 years and 
came to live in Stoke, the parish of St. Teresa, Trent Vale. The adoptive mother has lost contact 
with Joe's birth mother but wants to let her know about Joe's death. She is hoping someone may 
know her and tell her about Joe. 
 
Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club will begin again on Tuesday 6th February.  It is 
intended for members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome 
the opportunity to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served 
at 12.00 pm, and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to 
pay just £4.00 towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more 
details or to book a place. 
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