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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           10th/11th February    World Day for the sick 
 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

People of the Parish 
Kath O’Connor 

Sunday  10.00 am   Gil Mailer 

Monday   9.30 am Sinead Banks 

Tuesday     No Mass 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
Day of Fast & 
Abstinence  

9.30 am 
 

6.30 pm 

 
1.30 pm 

John Sunderland Mass in Sacred Heart school 
Arne Grosås    Mass in St. Joseph’s school 
Chris O’Connor 

Thursday  10.00 am 
7.00 pm 

 Mary Doyle’s intentions 
Reception of Ann Stapleton into Church 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

11.30 am 
 

 
11.45 am 

Funeral Mass for Ann Stapleton 
Eucharistic Service 

 
LENT 1                                      17th/18th February 2018 
 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Pat Wall 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Anne Marie Bernadette Sarr 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, William 
Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Jim 
McGuire, Anne Robinson. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £267.93 
The LIFE collection came to £226.14 
 
ASH WENESDAY is this week, on 14th February. It starts Lent and is a day of Fast & Abstinence. Masses 
will be at: 
9.30 am in Sacred Heart School 
1.30 pm in St. Joseph's School 
6.30 pm in Sacred Heart Church 
You are most warmly welcome to attend Mass in either school.  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will take place following the Sunday morning Mass during Lent 
 
THE RITE OF ELECTION for those being baptised at Easter is at 3.00 pm at St. Chad’s next Sunday. Only 
the candidates and their sponsors may attend because of limited space, but please pray for them. 
 
THE CAFOD LENT FAST DAY is on Friday 23rd February. The Government has agreed to double what is 
given this year, so please be generous. 
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First reading Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, 
a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or 
to one of the priests who are his sons. 
‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is suffering from 
leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair 
disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean.” As long as the disease lasts 
he must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart: he must live outside the camp.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 31(32):1-2,5,11 
 
You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill me with the joy of salvation. 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never 
do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I try to be 
helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my own advantage but for the advantage of 
everybody else, so that they may be saved. Take me for your model, as I take Christ. 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 1:40-45 
 
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ 
Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he 
said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him 
away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show yourself to the 
priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ 
The man went away, but then started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so 
that Jesus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where 
nobody lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Reflection 
 
In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus performed 
in Galilee. The Gospel begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a disfiguring, 
infectious skin disease that has been surrounded by many social and religious taboos throughout 
history. In 1873, the cause of leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, was identified. We now 
know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial infection. Although it is infectious, modern medical 
studies have shown that transmission is more difficult than previously thought. Since the 1940s, 
medical treatments have been available, and the patient no longer needs to be isolated once 
long-term treatment has begun. 
In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behaviour of those with leprosy 
and other skin diseases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the 
priests, and if leprosy was identified, the person was declared unclean. People with leprosy lived 
in isolation from the community. They were instructed to rip their clothes and to announce their 
presence with loud cries when moving in the community. If the sores of leprosy healed, the Law 
of Moses provided a purification rite that permitted the person to return to the community. 
In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for 
healing. In doing so, the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person 
who was clean. His request to Jesus can be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. The 
confidence of the leper in Jesus' ability to heal him is evident in the words of his request. But his 
words can also be read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how far Jesus was willing to extend 
himself in order to heal someone. While healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also violated 
established social norms. This is an important sign of the depth of Jesus' compassion for the 
man and an important statement about Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses. 
Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break completely with the Law of Moses. He 
instructed the man not to tell anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the priests 
as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The first instruction sounds nearly impossible to honour. 
Certainly, the man would want to share the good news of his healing, and his quick improvement 
would require an explanation. The second instruction honours the Law of Moses. 
Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There 
are several possible explanations for this. There might have been concern about the 
repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, 
Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's narrative, however, leads to the conclusion that Jesus' 
movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured man spread the 
word about Jesus' healing power. Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people sought him 
out in search of his healing.   

 
HELP NEEDED Could you help with the counting of the money after Mass on Sundays? Would 
you like to be a reader at Mass on either Saturday or Sunday? Please see Fr. Stephen if you are 
interested in either of these. 
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donation to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens. The sessions will finish at 5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. All 
welcome. Just ring the bell. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible. At present they 
are doing the “Great Adventure”. 
 

http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


SYNOD ON YOUTH The Church is preparing for the Synod in October when the main focus will 
be on Youth. To prepare for this there are a series of events in our Diocese. There will be 
something called ENGAGE “voices coming together” at Oscott College on Saturday 24th 
March 10 am – 4 pm for those aged 16-29. Email synod@kyt.org.uk to book your place. For 
more information go to www.synod18.org  
 
AMORIS LAETITIA - WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 takes place in August this year in 
Ireland and the Pope will be present. We all know that families are in crisis in our Western world. 
Please start praying for this meeting. Look at the website www.worldmeeting2018.ie  
 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE starts again on Ash Wednesday 14th February and continues through Lent. 
Throughout the world there are 750,000 volunteers in 741 cities in 47 nations with 5,251 local 
campaigns. We know of 13,998 babies saved through these campaigns, 170 abortion workers 
quitting and 94 Abortion Centres closed. Well done and keep praying. Archbishop Bernard 
Longley will be there on Ash Wednesday at 3.00 pm so please come at that time if you can. 
40 DAYS THE KICK-OFF EVENT this Sunday 11th Feb, 2pm, in the Upper Cloister room of 
the Birmingham Oratory. Ex UK-abortion worker Noel Pattern will be sharing his testimony of why 
he stopped working in the abortion industry in this country and became pro-life. We also have 
Clare McCullough, founder of the Good Counsel Network speaking about how effective pro-
life witness is love in action. 
 
THE GUILD OF ST. STEPHEN SERVERS MASS is next Saturday 17th February at St. Chad’s at 
12 noon. Perhaps parents of servers could take their children to this special occasion for servers 
 
THE BIRMINGHAM LOURDES REUNION You are invited to a Solemn Mass with anointing of 
the sick at the Oratory in Hagley Road on Saturday 24th February at 11 am. There is a buffet 
lunch afterwards for the sick and their carers. Please contact Andrew Grant on 01886 832368 or 
07976 982742 if sick & carers want to stay for the lunch. 
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
RAINBOW COMMUNITY CHOIR invites you to come and participate in community/gospel 
singing every Thursday at 2.00 pm starting 25th January at the West Indian Chaplaincy, 
Bayswater Road, Birmingham B20 3AE. 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a 
fun way. Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop 
Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. 
https://strangenotions.com/  Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 

Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club meets on Tuesdays in school term.  It is 
intended for members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome 
the opportunity to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served 
at 12.00 pm, and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to 
pay just £4.00 towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more 
details or to book a place. 
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