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LENT 1                                      17th/18th February 2018 
 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Pat Wall 

Sunday  10.00 am   Anne Marie Bernadette Sarr 

Monday   9.30 am Sinead Banks 

Tuesday     No Mass 

Wednesday   9.30 am O’Neill family 

Thursday  10.00 am  Religious 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 
CAFOD Family Fast Day 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Bridie Murphy 
Eucharistic Service 

 
LENT 2                                      24th/25th February 2018 
 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Betty O’Connor 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Maura Lawrence 

 
 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, William 
Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Jim 
McGuire, Anne Robinson. 
 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will take place following the Sunday morning Mass during Lent 
 
THE RITE OF ELECTION for those being baptised at Easter is at 3.00 pm at St. Chad’s this Sunday. Only the 
candidates and their sponsors may attend because of limited space, but please pray for them. 
 
DAY OF FASTING & PRAYER FOR PEACE in the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, and all the 
world  The Pope has just announce that Friday this week is to be kept by us all as a day of fasting and 
prayer for peace. This Friday is also the CAFOD Family Fast Day so it dove tails quite nicely with that. 
THE CAFOD LENT FAST DAY is this Friday 23rd February. The Government has agreed to double what is 
given this year, so please be generously. 
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First reading Genesis 9:8-15 
 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your 
descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and 
every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I 
establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the 
flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again.’ 
God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living 
creature with you for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the 
Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow 
appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and every living 
creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all things 
of flesh.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9 
 

Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love for those who keep your covenant. 
 

Second reading 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to 
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went 
to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah was still building that ark which 
saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, and when God was still waiting patiently, that 
these spirits refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves you now, and 
which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right hand, 
now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 

Gospel Mark 1:12-15 
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was 
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him. 
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News 
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and 
believe the Good News.’ 

 

 
 



 

Reflection 
 
Lent comes around each year and presents us with its usual challenge to take stock of our lives, 
to see more clearly what is in our hearts, and to discover what might be calling us out of our 
comfort zones. It is a time to consider how we might respond to the pain of the world and of its 
inhabitants. It is a time for personal as well as group reflection, a time for entering into “the 
wilderness” and for grappling with the mysteries of life. It is a time of preparation for Easter when 
we will renew our baptismal vows and celebrate the greatest mysteries of our faith.  
The gospel reading invites us to reflect on Jesus’ forty-day experience in “the wilderness”. Jesus 
is said to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” and, like so many human beings before and since, is “led 
by the Spirit” into the wilderness of life to be “tested” there. [“Tested” is a more accurate 
translation of the original Greek term than is “tempted”]. Forty is a symbolic number in Israel’s 
story: the great flood lasts forty days and forty nights; Moses spends forty days and forty nights 
on the mountain of God; Israel wanders for forty years in the wilderness; King David reigns for 
forty years; the prophet Elijah travels forty days and forty nights in the wilderness on his way to 
the mountain of God.  
The wilderness of Judah, with its unique desert flora and fauna, its wadis and waterholes, is ever 
so real. At the same time it functions symbolically in the narrative. In Israel’s story, it is the place 
of testing for God’s people: “Remember the long way that your God has led you these forty years 
in the wilderness… testing you to know what was in your heart” (Deuteronomy 8:2). Jesus now 
passes the tests that Israel failed in the wilderness.  
Jesus is “with the wild beasts”. This terse statement recalls the prophet Isaiah’s vision of a future 
time of reconciliation and harmony when “the wolf will lie down with the lamb” (Isaiah 11:6-9). 
Jesus is presented as the one who ushers in that age of peace and healing of division. God’s 
agents care for him in his time of testing: “angels minister to him”. In this context, Jesus 
announces the coming of God’s empire or reign. His message is to “repent” or to “think beyond” 
in a way that might turn lives around in God’s direction, and to “believe the good news” that he is 
set to proclaim in word and action. At a time of growing divide between the mega-rich and the 
desperately poor, we might look back to our symbolic tradition and forward to ways of bringing 
good news to those mostly deeply affected by the inequities in our world. 

 
HELP NEEDED Could you help with the counting of the money after Mass on Sundays? Would 
you like to be a reader at Mass on either Saturday or Sunday? Please see Fr. Stephen if you are 
interested in either of these. 
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donation to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens, but not in school holidays. The sessions will finish at 
5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. All 
welcome. Just ring the bell. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible. At present they 
are doing the “Great Adventure”. 
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40 DAYS FOR LIFE started again on Ash Wednesday and continues through Lent. A prayer vigil 
is being kept by the Marie Stopes Abortion centre in Arthur Road, Edgbaston form 8.00 am until 
8 pm every day for the 40 days of Lent. Can you help with this? Go to 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/  for more details. If going there is too 
difficult, then consider doing a Holy Hour each week in the Presbytery where exposition takes 
place most of the time. 
 
SYNOD ON YOUTH The Church is preparing for the Synod in October when the main focus will 
be on Youth. To prepare for this there are a series of events in our Diocese. There will be 
something called ENGAGE “voices coming together” at Oscott College on Saturday 24th 
March 10 am – 4 pm for those aged 16-29. Email synod@kyt.org.uk to book your place. For 
more information go to www.synod18.org  
THE BIRMINGHAM LOURDES REUNION You are invited to a Solemn Mass with anointing of 
the sick at the Oratory in Hagley Road on Saturday 24th February at 11 am. There is a buffet 
lunch afterwards for the sick and their carers. Please contact Andrew Grant on 01886 832368 or 
07976 982742 if sick & carers want to stay for the lunch. 
 
AMORIS LAETITIA - WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 takes place in August this year in 
Ireland and the Pope will be present. We all know that families are in crisis in our Western world. 
Please start praying for this meeting. Look at the website www.worldmeeting2018.ie  
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
RAINBOW COMMUNITY CHOIR invites you to come and participate in community/gospel 
singing every Thursday at 2.00 pm starting 25th January at the West Indian Chaplaincy, 
Bayswater Road, Birmingham B20 3AE. 
 
SOME ONLINE RESOURCES: CHURCHPOP Have a look at the website 
https://churchpop.com/ . It contains all sorts of material of a Catholic nature set out in a 
fun way. Something for all the family to enjoy. Wordonfire. https://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop 
Robert Barron. Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com. Strangenotions. 
https://strangenotions.com/  Rational Evangelisation https://www.magiscenter.com/  
 

Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club meets on Tuesdays in school term.  It is 
intended for members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome 
the opportunity to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served 
at 12.00 pm, and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to 
pay just £4.00 towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more 
details or to book a place. 
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