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LENT 4                                   10th/11th  March 2018 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm 
 

 
6.00 pm 

Kitty McManus 
Patricia Stokes 

Sunday  10.00 am 
After Stations 

  Irene Nelson 
Baptism of Macie Ogiorumua 

Monday   7.00 pm Confirmation by Bp Robert Byrne 

Tuesday (school)   9.30 am Mary Anne Downey’s ints. Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Wednesday    No Mass 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  Bridie Murphy  Mass in Sacred Heart school 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 
11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
McGurn family’s ints. 
Eucharistic Service 

LENT 5                                   17th/18th  March 2018 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Deceased of Delaney family 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Maureen Flynn 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter 
McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa 
Francis, Michael O’Connor, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, 
Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Jim McGuire, 
Anne Robinson, Peter Marron. 
 
Fr. Mark will be saying a Mass of St. Patrick in the Club at 
12 noon on Saturday 17th March. The 12.30 pm Mass in 
Church will be the Sunday Mass. 
The Solemnity of St. Joseph is on Monday 19th March. Mass 
will be in St. Joseph’s School at 9.30 am. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will take place following the 
Sunday morning Mass during Lent 
 
The collection last weekend came to £175.67 
The February Fiver a month collection came to £128.73 
 
This weekend we shall have the White Flower retiring collection for the Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC). SPUC is currently campaigning to stop the 
decriminalisation of abortion, which means taking abortion outside the law. This is the most 
dangerous threat to unborn children and their mothers in decades. Please be as generous as 
you can to help us defeat this latest attack on unborn babies and their mothers, and to stop 
abortion getting even worse in this country by decriminalisation. 
 
THE CONFIRMATION at St. Joseph’s takes place on Monday 12th March at 7.00 pm. Please 
pray for the candidates. 

THE PASCAL TRIDUUM 

The whole Triduum will be at Sacred 

Heart Church 

 

Maundy Thursday: 29 March 

7.30 pm Mass of the Last Supper 

followed by the Gethsemane watch 

until 10.30 pm. 

Good Friday:  30 March 

3.00 pm The Liturgy with veneration 

of the Cross 

Holy Saturday: 31 March 

8.30 pm The Paschal Vigil with 

baptisms, renewal of baptismal vows 

and first Mass of Easter 

Easter Day  1 April 

10 am at Sacred Heart 

12 noon at St. Joseph’s 
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THE SCRUTINIES On the 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays of Lent those preparing for their baptism at 
Easter undergo the scrutinies. This means that we shall be using the readings for Year A these 
weekends. 
 
HELP NEEDED Could you help with the counting of the money after Mass on Sundays? Would 
you like to be a reader at Mass on either Saturday or Sunday? Could you ring the bell? Please 
see Fr. Stephen if you are interested in any of these. 
 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS is a fellowship of, by and for addicts seeking recovery. It is run on 
similar lines to AA. For more information see http://www.centralukca.co.uk or email 
ca.pi.midlands@gmail.com or phone 07380 291080. 
 
St. PAUL’S CONVENT, Selly Park are advertising for a part-time Domestic Assistant. See notice 
on board. 
 

First reading 1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 
for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab 
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, 
‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him: God does not see as 
man sees: man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven 
sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked 
Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is 
out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down to 
eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and 
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 22(23) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Second reading Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects 
of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the 
Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but exposing them by 
contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak 
of; but anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: 
Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
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Gospel John 9:1-41 
 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his 
parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was born blind so that the works of God might be displayed 
in him. ‘As long as the day lasts I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 
the night will soon be here when no one can work. As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.’ Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, 
put this over the eyes of the blind man, and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a 
name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his 
sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the 
man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only 
looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do your 
eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes 
with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They 
asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered. They brought the man who had been blind to 
the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s 
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from 
God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ 
And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have 
you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the 
man. However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and had gained his 
sight, without first sending for his parents and asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you 
say was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know 
he is our son and we know he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that he can see now, 
or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this 
out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone who should 
acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’ 
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! For our part, we know 
that this man is a sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I 
was blind and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all 
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be 
his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing 
thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that God 
doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since 
the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born blind; if this 
man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you 
a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away. 
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus 
said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and 
worshipped him. 
Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that I have come into this world, so that those without sight may 
see and those with sight turn blind.’ Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, 
‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.’ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



40 DAYS FOR LIFE started again on Ash Wednesday and continues through Lent. A prayer vigil 
is being kept by the Marie Stopes Abortion centre in Arthur Road, Edgbaston form 8.00 am until 
8 pm every day for the 40 days of Lent. Can you help with this? Go to 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/  for more details. If going there is too 
difficult, then consider doing a Holy Hour each week in the Presbytery where exposition takes 
place most of the time. 
 
THE St. JOSEPH NOVENA starts this Saturday leading up to the Solemnity on Monday 19th 
March. 
 
DEMENTIA PRAYER WEEK runs form 12th March – 19th March. Please say a decade a day for 
those suffering from dementia and their carers. 
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE You can now make a donation to our roof 
appeal on line by going to our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving 
page. We are using "Mydonate" and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what 
you give and you can Gift Aid it too if you are a taxpayer.  
 
*BEING A CATHOLIC The course continues each week on Mondays at 4.00 pm in 
Sacred Heart School in Earlsbury Gardens, but not in school holidays The sessions will finish at 
5 pm. 

 
Bible Sharing Class - Every Tuesday here at 85 Prestbury Road from 8pm - 10pm. All 
welcome. Just ring the bell. 
 
*THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible. At present they 
are doing the “Great Adventure”. 
 
THE FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT Family Groups are parish friendship groups drawn from the 
Catholic community open to any parishioner irrespective of age or personal circumstances. They 
are made up of young, mature, single, widowed, married, separated and divorced parishioners 
who commit to spending time together once a month for low cost activities. Go to 
https://familygroupmovementenglandwales.blogspot.co.uk/ or email Fr. Stephen who will email 
more information. This sounds a really good and practical initiative. 
 
EUCHARIST & THE FAMILY There are special events going on around the diocese in 
preparation for the World Meeting of Families (21 -26 Aug) and the Eucharistic Pilgrimage & 
Congress (7-9 Sept) Our local one is at The Maryvale Institute on Saturday 24th March 10 am 
– 3.30 pm. Those of you who are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion or are readers or 
exercise any other special ministry are particularly encouraged to attend. Bring a packed lunch. 
Please book in by emailing fieldevang@maryvale.ac.uk or phone 0121 360 8118 or 07821 582 
096. 
 
SYNOD ON YOUTH The Church is preparing for the Synod in October when the main focus will 
be on Youth. To prepare for this there are a series of events in our Diocese. There will be 
something called ENGAGE “voices coming together” at Oscott College on Saturday 24th 
March 10 am – 4 pm for those aged 16-29. Email synod@kyt.org.uk to book your place. For 
more information go to www.synod18.org  
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
 
 

https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/birmingham-2/
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/
https://familygroupmovementenglandwales.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:fieldevang@maryvale.ac.uk
mailto:synod@kyt.org.uk
http://www.synod18.org/

