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EASTER VII                          12th/13th May               World Communications Day 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Frances McClure 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Jimmy Butler 

Monday    10.00 am Funeral Mass for Sean Byrne 

Tuesday   
5.00 pm 

 No Mass 
Reception of Mary Delaney into church 

Wednesday  11.30 am  Funeral Mass for Mary Delaney 

Thursday SJ school  1.45 pm Sr. Catherine Cronin Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

 10.30 am Funeral Mass for Ellen O’Brien 

PENTECOST 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Alvara Lopez 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Priests, nuns & pastors 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, William 
Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Anne 
Robinson, Peter Marron, Mary Crotty. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £259.75. 
This weekend there is a second collection for Catholic Communications 
Next weekend their will be a Mission Appeal by the Comboni Missionaries (Verona Fathers) 
 
Ireland: Save the 8th On 25 May, Ireland will vote in a referendum whether to keep or repeal the 
8th Amendment to the Irish Constitution. The 8th Amendment is a prolife amendment which 
recognises the equal right to life of the mother and the unborn child. For more information go to 
www.ourfuture.ie  
 
RENEW OUR PARISH Now that we have renewed our Church Roof we need to renew our 
parish. Please start praying the Renewal Prayer everyday so that we can be open to what God is 
wants us to do and become in this Sacred Heart parish. 
 
RENEWAL TEAM We want to form a renewal team. There will be a get together of those who 
would like to be on the team after Mass next Sunday downstairs.  
 
THE ANNUAL SOLEMN NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP takes place at St. 
Francis of Assisi, Hunters Road, Handsworth from Monday 7th May to Wednesday 16th May. 
Weekday Services will take place at 9.15 am, 12 noon, 6.30 pm, & 8 pm. During this novena. 
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Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Humanae Vitae  PUBLIC LECTURE Humanae Vitae - 50 
years on: Towards a Deeper Understanding Insights from the work of the commission to study 
the history of the drafting of the encyclical. Rev. Prof. Gilfredo Marengo on Saturday 19th May 
2018 at 7.30 pm 
 
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS LIVERPOOL 2018 7-9 September  Adoremus will be a unique 
opportunity for the Church to gather and reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist and particularly 
to explore the place of Eucharistic Adoration. This is to help us all to love the Eucharistic Lord 
more profoundly and help all of us spend time in prayer before the blessed sacrament. 
 
ENGLISH PRAYER TIME You are specially invited to come to the prayer time in the Presbytery 
on a Monday night 8 -10 pm. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible.  
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE Get your friends to donate on line by going to 
our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving page. We are using "Mydonate" 
and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what you give and you can Gift Aid it too 
if you are a taxpayer.  
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
 
Sacred Heart School Community Lunch Club meets on Tuesdays in school term.  It is 
intended for members of the community, especially for those living alone, who would welcome 
the opportunity to meet with others for a tasty cooked lunch and a social activity. Lunch is served 
at 12.00 pm, and usually consists of a cooked main course and dessert.  Members are asked to 
pay just £4.00 towards the costs of the food. Please call the school on 0121 356 4721 for more 
details or to book a place. 
 

First reading   Acts 1:15-17,20-26 
 

One day Peter stood up to speak to the brothers – there were about a hundred and twenty 
persons in the congregation: ‘Brothers, the passage of scripture had to be fulfilled in which the 
Holy Spirit, speaking through David, foretells the fate of Judas, who offered himself as a guide to 
the men who arrested Jesus – after having been one of our number and actually sharing this 
ministry of ours. Now in the Book of Psalms it says: 
Let someone else take his office. 
‘We must therefore choose someone who has been with us the whole time that the Lord Jesus 
was travelling round with us, someone who was with us right from the time when John was 
baptising until the day when he was taken up from us – and he can act with us as a witness to 
his resurrection.’ 
Having nominated two candidates, Joseph known as Barsabbas, whose surname was Justus, 
and Matthias, they prayed, ‘Lord, you can read everyone’s heart; show us therefore which of 
these two you have chosen to take over this ministry and apostolate, which Judas abandoned to 
go to his proper place.’ They then drew lots for them, and as the lot fell to Matthias, he was listed 
as one of the twelve apostles. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 102(103):1-2,11-12,19-20 
 

The Lord has set his sway in heaven. 
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Second reading       1 John 4:11-16 
 

My dear people, 
since God has loved us so much, 
we too should love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; 
but as long as we love one another 
God will live in us 
and his love will be complete in us. 
We can know that we are living in him 
and he is living in us 
because he lets us share his Spirit. 
We ourselves saw and we testify 
that the Father sent his Son 
as saviour of the world. 
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in him, and he in God. 
We ourselves have known and put our faith in 
God’s love towards ourselves. 
God is love 
and anyone who lives in love lives in God, 
and God lives in him. 

 
Gospel Acclamation         Jn 14:18 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord; 
I will come back to you,  
and your hearts will be full of joy. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel      John 17:11-19 

 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, 
so that they may be one like us. 
While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. 
I have watched over them and not one is lost  
except the one who chose to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. 
But now I am coming to you and while still in the world I say these things 
to share my joy with them to the full. 
I passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, 
because they belong to the world no more than I belong to the world. 
I am not asking you to remove them from the world, 
but to protect them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. 
Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. 
As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, 
and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth.’ 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Reflection 
 
On the seventh Sunday of Easter, we always read from the seventeenth chapter of John's 
Gospel. This chapter of John's Gospel comes at the conclusion of Jesus' farewell discourse 
delivered to the disciples at the Last Supper. This entire chapter is a prayer by Jesus, 
commending himself to the Father and expressing his care and concern for his disciples. At the 
end of this prayer, Jesus and his disciples depart for the garden, and Jesus is arrested. Several 
important themes appear in this prayer. First, Jesus' prayer reaffirms the complete union 
between himself and the Father. Throughout John's Gospel, Jesus has been presented as the 
one who preexisted with the Father and as the one sent by the Father to do his work on earth. In 
today's reading, we hear Jesus include all his disciples in this union with the Father. We are 
reminded that Christ is the source of Christian unity. Through Christ, we are united with one 
another and with God Our Father. In this prayer, Jesus describes part of his mission in the 
language of protection. He has protected those who were given to him by the Father. In this we 
hear echoes of the dualism that is reflected throughout John's Gospel. Beginning with the 
opening chapter, the Evangelist John has presented Jesus' mission on earth in the context of a 
cosmic struggle between good and evil, represented by light and darkness. In Jesus' presence, 
his disciples have been protected from Satan. Now that Jesus is returning to the Father, he prays 
that his disciples will continue to be protected from the evil one. We can't help but note here the 
echoes of the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, the Lord's Prayer. 
We also see in this chapter the distinction found in John's Gospel between the world and the 
disciples. The disciples are in the world, but they do not belong to the world. Yet like Jesus, they 
are sent into the world for the world's salvation. As Jesus' teaching and ministry was a source of 
consternation for some, Jesus knows that the world may not accept his disciples with open arms. 
Again, we hear echoes of John's theme that salvation is worked out through the cosmic battle 
between light and darkness. The world, according to John, prefers the darkness. Yet the light will 
not be overcome by the darkness. Reading this prayer of Jesus during the Easter Season, 
through the lens of his Resurrection, we know that the light of Christ has overcome the darkness 
of sin and death in our world. In the opening line of this prayer, we hear Jesus pray that his 
disciples will be kept in the name that he was given by God. We know that the salvation is given 
to us in the name of Jesus, and that his name—“God saves”—announces his mission on our 
behalf. 

 
 


