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PENTECOST      19th/20th May 2018 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Alvara Lopez 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Priests, nuns & pastors 

Monday  Our Lady, 
Mother of the Church 

 9.30 am Breada Hourigan 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday   9.30 am 
 
 

4.30 pm 

Pat Goulding Mass in Church with school, 
procession of the Blessed Sacrament to 
school, exposition in school until 3.30 pm 
Exposition in Church until 6.30 pm. 

Thursday SH school 
Feast of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, High 
Priest 

9.30 am  Priests, nuns & pastors 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Ireland 
Eucharistic Service 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY                      26th /27th May 2018 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Linda Clark 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Sheila O’Reilly, Marion Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary 
Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, William 
Parish, Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Pat Hayes, Jimmy Armstrong, Anne 
Robinson, Peter Marron, Mary Crotty. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £231.25. 
Last weekend’s second collection for Catholic Communications came to £220.93 
This weekend we welcome Fr. Tiziano who will be making a mission appeal on behalf of 
Comboni Missionaries (Verona Fathers) 
 
TWO NEW FEASTS have been introduced this year both related to Pentecost. The Monday 
following Pentecost is now the memorial of Our Lady, Mother of the Church. The Thursday 
following Pentecost is now the feast of our Lord Jesus Christ, the High Priest. 
 
Ireland: Save the 8th On 25 May, Ireland will vote in a referendum whether to keep or repeal the 
8th Amendment to the Irish Constitution. The 8th Amendment is a prolife amendment which 
recognises the equal right to life of the mother and the unborn child. For more information go to 
www.ourfuture.ie  
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THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS at St. Joseph’s this year is on Wednesday this week. 
There will be Mass in Church at 9.30 am, followed by procession of the Blessed Sacrament to St. 
Joseph’s school and Exposition in school until 3.30 pm. Then Exposition in Church 4.30 pm – 
6.30 pm. 
 
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE SACRED HEART is on Friday 8th June. It will be the start of The 
Year for Priests. It is also our Day of Prayer for Vocations. There will be Mass at 10 am followed 
by Exposition in church until the evening Mass which will be at 7.30 pm. 
 
RENEW OUR PARISH Now that we have renewed our Church Roof we need to renew our 
parish. Please start praying the Renewal Prayer everyday so that we can be open to what God is 
wants us to do and become in this Sacred Heart parish. 
 
RENEWAL TEAM We want to form a renewal team. There will be a get together of those who 
would like to be on the team after Mass next Sunday downstairs.  
 
THE ANNUAL SOLEMN NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP takes place at St. 
Francis of Assisi, Hunters Road, Handsworth from Monday 7th May to Wednesday 16th May. 
Weekday Services will take place at 9.15 am, 12 noon, 6.30 pm, & 8 pm. During this novena. 
 
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Humanae Vitae  PUBLIC LECTURE this Saturday 
evening Humanae Vitae - 50 years on: Towards a Deeper Understanding Insights from the work 
of the commission to study the history of the drafting of the encyclical. Rev. Prof. Gilfredo 
Marengo on Saturday 19th May 2018 at 7.30 pm 
 
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS LIVERPOOL 2018 7-9 September  Adoremus will be a unique 
opportunity for the Church to gather and reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist and particularly 
to explore the place of Eucharistic Adoration. This is to help us all to love the Eucharistic Lord 
more profoundly and help all of us spend time in prayer before the blessed sacrament. It is still 
possible to book in for the Saturday (£50), but this must be done by 31st May, Go to the diocesan 
website for further info about this. A coach will be running from St. Francis, but bookings for this 
can be done later. 
 
ENGLISH PRAYER TIME You are specially invited to come to the prayer time in the Presbytery 
on Monday nights 8 -10 pm. when everything will be in English. 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION There is normally exposition in the Presbytery every day 10 am – 5 pm and 
8 pm – midnight. To check phone Sr. Meena on 07957342742. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible.  
 
DONATIONS TO THE ROOF APPEAL ON LINE Get your friends to donate on line by going to 
our website www.sacredheartaston.com  and going to the Giving page. We are using "Mydonate" 
and they don't take any commission so we get 100% of what you give and you can Gift Aid it too 
if you are a taxpayer.  
 
Second Saturday Convention - Every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am - 4pm at Bethel 
Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7JW (including a Rosary procession, Holy 
Mass, Confession, talks, spiritual sharing, testimonies, praise and worship and Eucharistic 
Adoration).  
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Reflection 
 
The season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost 
we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper room in 
Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the 
Acts of the Apostles, today’s first reading. The account in today’s Gospel, John 20:19-23, also 
recounts how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. Yet the event in John’s 
Gospel takes place on Easter Sunday. There is no need to try to reconcile these two accounts. It 
is so we know that after his death, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper, an 
Advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses throughout the world. 
In the context of the feast of Pentecost, John 20:19-23 reminds us about the integral connection 
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his 
disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue the work that he 
has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples and sends them to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. 
Jesus’ act of breathing the Holy Spirit upon the apostles mirrors God’s act of breathing life into 
Adam. In fact, both the Greek and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also be translated as “breath.” 
This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. The 
reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church’s sacramental life. In the Sacrament of 
Baptism, we are cleansed of sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of 
Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God through the forgiveness of sins. This 
reconciling presence is also to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be 
agents of peace and harmony among people. 

 

First reading   Acts 2:1-11 
 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what 
sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which 
they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these 
separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this 
sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. 
They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? 
How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews 
and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about 
the marvels of God.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 103(104):1,24,29-31,34 
 

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Second reading       1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 
 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but 
always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same 
God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person 
is for a good purpose.  
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these 
parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, 
Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

 



Sequence 
 
Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 
From the clear celestial height 
Thy pure beaming radiance give. 
Come, thou Father of the poor, 
Come with treasures which endure 
Come, thou light of all that live! 
Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest, 
Dost refreshing peace bestow 
Thou in toil art comfort sweet 
Pleasant coolness in the heat 
Solace in the midst of woe. 
Light immortal, light divine, 
Visit thou these hearts of thine, 
And our inmost being fill: 
If thou take thy grace away, 
Nothing pure in man will stay 
All his good is turned to ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew 
On our dryness pour thy dew 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 
Bend the stubborn heart and will 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill 
Guide the steps that go astray. 
Thou, on us who evermore 
Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 
Give us comfort when we die 
Give us life with thee on high 
Give us joys that never end. 
 

Gospel Acclamation          
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel      John 20:19-23 
 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw 
the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 

 

 


