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ADVENT III                                                                                          15th/16th December 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Annie Rooney & Tess Kehoe 
Fr. Petroc Howell 

SUNDAY  10.00 am 
4.30 pm 

 People of Parish 
CAROL SERVICE 

Monday  
2.00 pm 

9.30 am Marian Cowden 
School Carol Service in Church 

Tuesday    No Mass 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  
2.00 pm 

Sean & Sarah McGrillen & family   
SJ School Carol Service in Church 

Friday  
Day of Abstinence  
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mary Harbutt 
Eucharistic Service 

ADVENT IV                                                                                          22nd/23rd December 

Day Aston Nechells  

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Rachel Jackson 
Alice Redmond 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Mary Joyce 

Christmas Eve 
Vigil for Christmas 
 

 
 

7.30 pm 

9.30 am 
7.00 pm 

 

tba 
People of Parish 
Philomena Kennedy & family 

CHRISTMAS DAY 10.00 am  Patrick McCarron 

St. Stephen’s Day  11.00 am  Servers Mass 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, William Parish, Michael O’Reilly, 
Julie Gallagher, Anne Robinson, Maura Greene, John Mullen, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, 
Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Michael O’Connor, Andy Walsh. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £206.15 
Last weekend the Poor Parishes collection came to £206.95 
It is customary for the Christmas Collections to be a personal gift to the Parish Priest. 
 
SERVICES OF RECONCILIATION  

Parish Date Time 

St Margaret Mary’s Perry Common Thursday 19th December 7 pm 

St Nicholas  Boldmere Thursday 20th December 7 pm  

Holy Cross  Walmley No service  

Holy Trinity Sutton Coldfield   Monday, 17th December 7 pm 

Erdington Abbey  Tuesday December 18th  7.30 pm 

 

mailto:sacredheartaston@hotmail.com
http://www.sacredheartaston.com/


Fr. Stephen will also be available for Confessions after Mass on Sundays and Fridays 
leading up the Christmas in addition to the normal Saturday time at 11.45 am. 
St. Chad’s, St. Michael’s and the Oratory have a lot of Confessions times leading up to 
Christmas. See their websites for details. 
 
CAROL SERVICE AT SACRED HEART This year we shall be having a special Service of 
Lessons and Carols this Sunday 16th December at 4.30 pm. Please spread the news. 
 
SCHOOL CAROL SERVICES You are invited to attend the School Carol Services at either 
Church. 
 
St. Joseph’s Bazaar. This year the Bazaar is taking a different form. You are invited to 
attend the Christmas Assemblies at St. Joseph’s School on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday this week. At these there will be the Kitchen equipment sales plus raffles etc. in 
aid of the Church. Come along between 1 pm and 3.30 pm on any of these days 
 
CAROLS AROUND THE PUBS (Nechells) will take place on Friday evening. Carol singers 
needed. Please gather at the Methodist Church in Nechells Park Road at 7.15 pm 
 
THE RENEWAL TEAM will meet after Sunday Mass every Sunday. Do come along, if you 
would like to join the team. 
 
SICK LIST If you or someone you know wishes to be on the sick list which is on the 
newsletter and hence on the website, then get a form from Sheila McKernan or Fr. Stephen 
and when signed return it to them. 
 
The RCIA group will not meet on Thursday 20th or 27th December. 
 
ENGLISH PRAYER TIME You are specially invited to come to the prayer time in Sacred 
Heart Presbytery on Monday nights 8 -10 pm. (not Christmas Eve though) when everything 
will be in English. You can check that it is happening by phoning Sr. Meena on 
07957342742. 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION There is normally exposition in the Presbytery every day 10 am – 5 
pm and 8 pm – midnight. To check phone Sr. Meena on 07957342742. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, 
Nechells Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible.  
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) 
meet other single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. For further 
information visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. 
 
ORDER OF MALTA PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES Friday 3rd May – Thursday 9th May 
2019. The Order subsidises sick, disabled and older pilgrims. Please see notice in Church 
for details. 
 
THE NEW CATHOLIC DIRECTORIES for 2019 are available £3. 
 
Please will you send one of the SPUC cards which will be presented to the Prime Minister 
to ask her not to give parliamentary time to decriminalising abortion. 
 



Fr. HUDSON’S 115th Annual Fund Raising Ball 26th January. Tickets £40. See notice for 
further details or go to www.fatherhudsons.org.uk  
 
A Day for Practising Catholics Aspiring for Leadership Positions in Catholic Schools 
across the Archdiocese of Birmingham 8.30am – 3.30pm on Saturday 19th January 2019 
(no cost for this course) Don Bosco House, Coventry Road, Coleshill, B46 3EA. Please use 
this link to book a place on this course: http://w.pfrms.co/2lttp 
 
ASTON & NECHELLS FOOD BANK looking for volunteers. See notice on board in Church 
or go to www.astonnechells.foodbank.org.uk  
 

First reading Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 
Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 
daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has repealed your sentence; 
he has driven your enemies away. 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 
you have no more evil to fear. 
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 
Zion, have no fear, 
do not let your hands fall limp. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a victorious warrior. 
He will exult with joy over you, 
he will renew you by his love; 
he will dance with shouts of joy for you 
as on a day of festival. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  
 

Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Truly, God is my salvation, 
I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song, 
he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name. 
 

Sing a psalm to the Lord 
for he has done glorious deeds; 
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
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Second reading  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness. 
Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it 
with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 3:10-18 
 

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has two 
tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with something to eat must 
do the same.’ There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and these said to him, 
‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers 
asked him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No 
intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!’ 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he 
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he 
said to exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them. 

 

Reflection 
 
This Sunday's Gospel continues last week's focus on John the Baptist and his role in preparing the way for 
Christ. Recall that last week's reading described John's appearance in the desert and established his 
connection with the prophetic tradition of Israel. If we were to read Luke's Gospel continuously, we would 
learn about John the Baptist challenging the crowds who came to him and calling upon them to show 
evidence of their repentance. John tells his listeners that they cannot rely on their lineage as Israelites 
because children of Abraham can be raised up from stones. Repentance, rather, must be observable in one's 
actions. Here, Luke is continuing to set up two important themes of his Gospel message: the Christian faith is 
expressed in one's actions, and the call to salvation is extended to everyone, Jews and Gentiles. 
In today's Gospel reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist for specifics. What evidence of repentance is 
required? John replies by naming concrete actions: crowds should share their food and cloaks; tax collectors 
should be just; soldiers should act fairly. The concern for justice is a hallmark of Luke's Gospel. 
When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist might be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism and 
makes it clear that his ministry is in preparation for the Messiah. John the Baptist knows his place and role in 
God's plan of salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in accordance with their stations in life, 
John's teaching suggests that each person has a role to play in God's salvation. It is the great mystery of our 
salvation that God permits and even asks for human cooperation in his divine plans. 
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” This 
name is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass, which is also echoed in today's second reading 
from the Paul's letter to the Philippians. Some people mark this Sunday by lighting a pink candle instead of a 
purple one on their Advent wreath. It is a reminder that the Advent season is a season of joy because our 
salvation is already at hand. 


