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EASTER 6                                                                                                                17th May 2020 

Thursday this week (21st May) is ASCENSION DAY. It is a Holy Day of Obligation, but under 

these circumstances we are dispensed from attending Mass, but we should “attend” Mass 

on-line, as we do currently on Sundays, 

  

Dear Parishioners, 

Even if there are slight changes to the lockdown, there is still no end in sight and particularly as to 
when the churches might open again. Cardinal Nichols talks about their conversations with a 
religiously ignorant government on Radio 4. Go to https://www.cbcew.org.uk/cardinal-on-safely-re-
opening-churches-for-private-prayer/ Citizengo is getting up a petition to the government about 
reopening churches. Go to https://www.citizengo.org/en-gb if you wish to sign it. 

I have been looking back on the last couple of months reflecting of some of the significant things 
that have been happening to me during the lockdown. 

1. As we went into lockdown I was doing the “33 Days to Morning Glory – a do-it-yourself 

Retreat in preparation for Marian Consecration”. There were copies of this at the back of 

the Church. They all went so I can only suppose that some of you were also doing this. It 

looked at Marian consecration as taught by four great saints, St. Louis de Montfort, St. 

Maximilian Kolbe, St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. John Paul II. Mary Immaculate becomes 

as it were the spouse of the Holy Spirit who overshadows her and causes her to conceive. 

Mary is in full accord with the Holy Spirit and not only has Jesus in her womb, but also is a 

Temple of the Holy Spirit. In consecration to her she allows us into every part of her being 

and also we allow her into every part of our being so that she can show us how to have 

pure hearts so that Jesus may remain with us and the Holy Spirit fill us. This retreat was 

leading up to the rededication of England as the dowry of Mary, but the retreat can be done 

at any time. 

2. The lockdown has allowed us to take stock of our lives and to think more clearly about the 

purpose and direction of our lives. The catechism teaches us that the goal of our lives is the 

“beatific vision”, to see God. The constant washing of our hands has given us frequent 

occasions throughout the day to pray for clean hands and a pure heart so that we may 

“see” God. The 5 keys to be unbound which I have mentioned several times brings us to 

that free filial relationship with our Heavenly Father, his most beautiful love for us. 

3. I have been rereading Joseph Ratzinger’s book on the passion, death and resurrection 

called Jesus of Nazareth. The former Pope is probably one of the greatest teachers of all 

time. On the road to Emmaus Jesus explained to the disciples all the passages of scripture 

about himself. This is what Pope Benedict does for us and it is amazing in what 

extraordinary detail at so many levels, the one sent by God, fulfils the scriptures. It makes it 

clear that the Catholic religion is no man made religion, but truly the work and the revelation 

of God. 

4. I hope many of you took part in the “Theology of the Body” on-line Conference last 

weekend. This teaching of St. John Paul II is truly amazing and has transformed so may 
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people’s lives and so many marriages. The teaching was given in weekly Angelus 

addresses which JPII gave over his first three years as Supreme Pontiff and is now 

published in a fat tome. Christopher West, who organised this Conference, has been one of 

the major exponents of this teaching and I know has published, not only a full and detailed 

account of this teaching, but also a simple introduction which I would commend to you. His 

teaching centres on love as “self-giving”. We see the love of God in Jesus as he gives 

himself totally on the cross. We, as embodied persons with all our desires, respond to that 

love as we give ourselves to others. Marriage, with which the Bible begins and ends, is one 

of the central themes of the Bible. Jesus is the Divine Bridegroom who gives himself to his 

Virgin Bride, the Church. This is a very great mystery which enlightens our understanding of 

marriage and the relationships between the sexes. The giving, loving of marriage must be 

free, faithful and fruitful. One couple talked of their discovery of this teaching and how they 

made the decision to give up using artificial contraception as the best thing they ever did, 

opening their relationship to grow in a free, faithful and fruitful way. Not only does his 

teaching enlighten marriage, but also the celibate vocation and helps people experiencing 

same sex attraction or gender confusion.  

As the lockdown gradually eases, we shall be in rather more confused times. We need to continue 
to be careful to social distance and wash our hands frequently etc., but we also need to put our 
trust in God and not allow irrational fears to magnify. Let us pray that through tis pandemic God’s 
name may be glorified and many people come to faith. 

God bless you all 

Fr. Stephen 

The Kingdom Warriors have started a skype Bible Study Group which meets on line on Mondays 
at 5.30 p.m. If you would like to join it, please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. 

Please pray for the souls of Bishop Leo McCartie, Fr. David Duggan, Mary McMurrough, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Mick O’Connor, Pat Hayes & Mary Greaney recently departed and for their relatives and 
friends . 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 

with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, William Parish, Julie Gallagher, Anne 

Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Andy 

Walsh, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

 

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  
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BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the Corona virus 

pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 0795 7342742.  

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17   1 Peter 3:15-18   John 

14:15-21) Listen to Jesus within ourselves and within our partner  

Jesus is in me and in you! In marriage we are especially called to honour that presence in our 

spouse every day. There may be times when we hurt each other or take each other for granted, 

leading to feelings of jealousy and resentment, often to arguments. At times like this the call is for 

forgiveness, for healing, for affirmation. 
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