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EASTER 7                                                                                                                24th May 2020 

Next Sunday is Pentecost 

Dear Parishioners, 

We are seeing some sort of easing in restrictions and more activity around the place. However 
there is no opening of the Churches yet. I gather they hope to enter a first stage by the beginning 
of July, though it is likely to be with many restrictions. So we continue as best we can with lively 
prayer at home and, I hope a deepening of our understanding of our Catholic religion. 

I am so pleased that Ascension Day was put back into its proper place. On Ascension Day we 
celebrated the fact of Jesus ascending into heaven and then on this Sunday we reflect on its 
meaning. The Gospel on Ascension Day was the concluding verses of St. Matthew’s Gospel when 
Jesus gives his final instructions to his disciples. “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teach them to observe all 
the commands I gave you.” Jesus founded the Church with Sacraments and an aural Tradition 
which he commanded the apostles to hand on. He didn’t give them a book, but rather the 
sacraments and teaching to be handed on. The Bible (NT) was not written until 20-70 years later 
and not formed into the collection of inspired books which we call the New Testament until much 
later. Through baptism, we become united with Christ as members of His Body and so in union 
with the Church we are raised up to where Christ the Head has gone before. The Ascension 
completes the circle by which God saves us, taking our flesh and raising us up to the Divine life, 
something that can only happened through the forgiveness of our sins and His showing us the 
Divine Love through his complete self-offering on the Cross. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus tell his disciples to stay in Jerusalem and “wait there for what the 
Father has promised.” So this time between the Ascension and Pentecost is a special time of 
expectant prayer. I hope you are able to keep the novena which I have already sent you. 

The following Sunday will be Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the birthday of the 
Church. I pray that Pentecost this year, in spite of all the restrictions and hardships, will be a 
particularly powerful one for you and all your family. Perhaps we should pray rather specially at 
Pentecost this year for those children who were to have been confirmed on 19th March and was 
postponed at the last minute because of the coronavirus. 

The Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage would have been at this time. You are invited to an online 
Lourdes pilgrimage, starting Sunday 24 May with Archbishop Bernard’s opening Mass at 3pm live 
streamed from St Chad’s Cathedral. 
The week features daily Mass, liturgy and Rosary ‘processions’.   
Find the full programme on www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage . 

Friends of the Holy Land Christians in the Holy Land, who depend very heavily in adverse 
circumstances of the Pilgrimage market are having a very hard time at present. Archbishop 
Bernard has asked us if we could support them. A generous benefactor has agreed to match fund 
what is raised. www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/pentecost-challenge will direct you to the FHL 
website where more information is available.  You may also wish to view the news story on our 
diocesan website https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/fhl-launch-pentecost-challenge. 

I continue to offer the Mass each day and to pray for you  

God bless 
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Fr. Stephen Pimlott 

The Kingdom Warriors have started a skype Bible Study Group which meets on line on Mondays 
at 5.30 p.m. If you would like to join it, please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. 

Please pray for the souls of Bishop Leo McCartie, Fr. David Duggan, Mary McMurrough, Sheila 
O’Reilly, Mick O’Connor, Pat Hayes & Mary Greaney recently departed and for their relatives and 
friends . 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 

with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, William Parish, Julie Gallagher, Anne 

Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Andy 

Walsh, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

 

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the Corona virus 

pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 0795 7342742.  

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk   Filled with hope  

Ascension Day’s readings told us of the end and the beginning of something new and exciting in 

the life of the young Church. When we married, we were filled with both excitement and trepidation 

for our future together.  But like the disciples, the Spirit of the risen Lord has been with us since we 

became “Little Church” on our wedding  

day. 
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