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SOLEMNITY OF St. PETER & St. PAUL                                                          28th June 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

I am pleased to say that at last we shall be opening for private prayer at Sacred Heart Church this 
Sunday from 10 am until 11 am. I have sent you details about this and the other current times of 
opening. Unfortunately we are not yet able to open at St. Joseph’s We are still in need of stewards 
under 70 there. It is probable that the following weekend we shall be able to have a Mass at 10 am 
at Sacred Heart, but I am still waiting to hear from the diocese about the rules and restrictions 
which will surround it. I shall send out another letter when I know more and put details on the 
website. 

This Sunday we are celebrating the Solemnity of Ss. Peter & Paul. Holy Days of Obligation which 
fall on a Saturday or Monday transfer to the Sunday, hence it being on Sunday this year.  

What did Jesus come to do? The answer to that is that he came to found the Catholic Church in 
fulfilment of the prophecies in the OT especially the promise to Abraham that all people would be 
blessed through him. It is founded on the faith of the apostles. The emphasis on “12” apostles 
makes it clear that Jesus is founding a “New Israel” entry to which is faith and baptism, not 
hereditary descent. It is “universal” open to all believers.  

As Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave his apostles a command. “Go baptise all nations in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teach them everything I have 
commanded you.” Jesus never wrote anything, he didn’t give them any books. Instead he gave 
them oral teaching that they were to hand on. We receive the teachings of Jesus through this 
tradition handed down to us through the centuries. 

One of the apostles is to have a position of leadership, to be the Prime Minister as it were of the 
“Kingdom”. Jesus choses Peter and says to him “You are Peter and on this rock it will build my 
Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I give you the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven: whatever you bind on earth will be considered bound in heaven: whatever 
you loose on earth will be considered loosed in heaven”. So we see Peter given that position 
which guarantees the unity of the church for which Jesus prayed. We find from the very earliest 
days of the church that people would go to Rome to pray at the tomb of Peter and check that what 
they were teaching was correct and they were not falling into error.  

As followers of Christ and members of his Catholic Church we live this tradition assisted in the life 
of grace by the sacraments of the Church which were given us by Christ, the inspired writings 
which we call the Bible and by the Catechism of the Catholic Church which puts into words that 
part of the tradition that can be put into words. Tradition is very much broader than words. It unites 
us with Christ and our fellow Christians in joy and peace which goes deeper than words or 
doctrines on their own can ever do. That is why we must never isolate the doctrines, dogmas or 
the scriptures or indeed the liturgy or our prayers from the living reality of our fellowship in the 
One, Holy, Catholic & Apostolic Church which Christ himself founded on the faith of the Apostles 
and the rock which is Peter. We seek to grow in grace day by day and becoming more and more 
Christ-like. This is a life long journey and we strive to be faithful until death. Indeed every time we 
pray the Hail Mary, we ask for her prayers both at this moment “now” and at the other most 
significant time of our lives, the hour of our death. 

God bless you all and many the prayers of our Lady and St. Peter and St. Paul keep you faithful. 
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Fr. Stephen Pimlott 

 
The Kingdom Warriors have started a skype Bible Study Group which meets on line on Mondays 
at 5.30 p.m. If you would like to join it, please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. All are welcome. 

Please pray for the souls of George Counihan recently departed and for their relatives and friends. 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 

with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, William Parish, Julie Gallagher, Anne 

Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Andy 

Walsh, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

https://magiscenter.com/  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the Corona virus 

pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 0795 7342742.  

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk    Saints Peter and Paul (Acts 12:1-11   2 

Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18   Matthew 16:13-19)                The power of love   

Peter, the denier, and Paul, the persecutor, both familiar with failure, were overwhelmed by the 

power of love and gave up their own lives. Let us rejoice in our calling to love as Jesus did, to lay 

down our lives for each other, willingly and gladly. Our lives might be the only Bible that some 

people will ever read.  
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