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24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                 13th September 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

The pandemic continues to create many uncertainties for us and is becoming more difficult to live 

with. It is often said that it will not end until we have a vaccine and are all immunised. However 

there is bad news on this front creating moral difficulties for us. Some of these vaccines are being 

developed using aborted human embryos which is highly immoral. You cannot use human beings 

as a means to an end like this. The much trumpeted “Oxford” vaccine is one of these. Clearly 

those who procured the abortion in the first place have committed a serious moral evil. Those who 

have used this foetal material to develop vaccines, those who have authorised their use, those 

who have manufactured and marketed them have cooperated in a formal way with a moral evil, 

but what about us when we are offered vaccination with such a vaccine? We are not formally 

cooperating with the evil. We just want to protect ourselves and the whole of society from the 

scourge of the Covid19. Can we allow ourselves to be immunised with such a vaccine?  

The Church’s teaching on this is that we need to ensure that we are vaccinated with a vaccine that 

has not been produced in this way. “There is a grave responsibility to use alternative vaccines and 

to make conscientious objection with regard to those which have moral problems”. Only in cases 

where they are no alternative acceptable vaccines might we be permitted to receive these 

vaccines, but we would need to make our objections clear as widely as possible – to medical 

authorities, to pharmaceutical companies, to politicians. Let us pray that the vaccines that are 

eventually authorised for use are ones made ethically. In the mean time we need to prepare 

ourselves for what might be a difficult battle, just when we don’t want it. May God give us strength. 

The 40 Days for Life Kick-off event is next Saturday 19th September in the Upper Cloister 

Room at the Oratory in the Hagley Road starting at 3 pm prompt. Dr. Eileen Reilly, a 

gynaecologist/obstetrician, will be talking on ‘The Abortion Pill Reversal – A Second Chance to 

Choose’. Under present conditions it has to start and finish promptly, just one hour. 

This Sunday’s Gospel is about the need to forgive our brother. It is something Jesus really 

emphasises. After teaching his disciples the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us” he goes on to draw out the importance of forgiving others. 

This Sunday’s parable about the man who owes his master 10,000 talents (the note in my Bible 

published in 1985 likens this to $60,000,000) and his master lets him off the debt and then he 

goes and tries to extort 100 denarii (less that $200) from a fellow servant makes the point very 

strongly. God forgives us such a great debt. We must forgive others. Lack of forgiveness in our 

lives and brooding resentments block our relationship with God and lock us into ourselves. It is 

because God forgives us a mighty debt, that we can forgive others even what seems to us 

unreasonable. When we do this we enter into the full generosity of God and our hearts become full 

of thanksgiving. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the greatest blessings we have as Catholics. Lockdown 

has prevented our access to it. I can hear some confessions before the Saturday Mass, socially 

distanced in the sacristy. Otherwise, don’t hesitate to phone me and make an appointment. 
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Monday is the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, an echo of Good Friday in the autumn. 

May God bless you all 

Fr. Stephen Pimlott 

This weekend there will be a second collection for Catholic Education Service 
Next Weekend there will be a second collection for the Catholic Evangelisation 
 
Masses now on Saturdays 
11 am at Sacred Heart 
6.00 pm at St. Joseph’s 
On Sundays  10.00 am at Sacred Heart 

I am able to hear some confessions before the Mass on Saturdays in the Sacristy maintaining 
social distancing. Otherwise you can make a special appointment. 

MASS INTENTIONS this weekend. Saturday 11 am   Pat Hayes 
Saturday 6 pm (St. Joseph’s)  People of Parish 
Sunday 10 am    Julie Gallagher’s intentions 

Fr. Stephen has now run out of Mass intentions. If you would like Mass said for a particular 
intention, please let Fr. Stephen know either by email or phone. You can give him the stipend 
later. Mass cards are available for purchase at church. See Fr. Stephen for these.   

40 DAYS FOR LIFE begins on Wednesday 23rd September. The Kick-off event will be on 
Saturday 19th September in the Upper Cloister Room at the Oratory in the Hagley Road starting 
at 3 pm prompt. Dr. Eileen Reilly, a gynaecologist/obstetrician, will be talking on ‘The Abortion Pill 
Reversal – A Second Chance to Choose’. 

St. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS invites you to an on-line Open Evening on Thursday 1st 
October. Go to www.onlineopenevening.co.uk/stpauls  

FREE GUIDE TO TEACHING CATHOLIC CHILDREN THROUGH SCRIPTURE Go to 
http://image.email.ascensionpress.com/lib/fe40157175640479731473/m/1/f80cd1f7-38ea-4348-a55a-

46d421ba5678.pdf?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ascension+Kids+Lead+Gen+-

+Sept+8&utm_term=http%3a%2f%2fimage.email.ascensionpress.com%2flib%2ffe40157175640479731473%2fm%2f1%2ff80cd

1f7-38ea-4348-a55a-46d421ba5678.pdf&utm_id=192243&sfmc_id=61330886  

LIFE is celebrating 50 years. Go to their Anniversary Tribute page to see what they have done 
over these last 50 years. https://lifecharity.us2.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=7163ab72f7f4ce55d87072c05&id=bb691e52f4&e=ef563ac41c  

BIRMINGHAM JUSTICE & PEACE ASSEMBLY 2020: THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY: 
LISTENING TO THE ‘CRY OF THE EARTH AND THE CRY OF THE POOR’. This year the 
Assembly will take place ONLINE, with one-hour sessions over three evenings at 7.30pm: Monday 
28 September, Wednesday 30 September, Friday 2 October and culminating with an Evening 
Prayer with the participation of Archbishop Bernard on Sunday 4 October at 7pm. 
Sessions include: Ecological Conversion – an ‘examination of conscience’ on our care for our 
common home;   Prepare the Future – building back better to address the climate emergency; and 
Local Government Responsibilities – planning for the West Midlands. For more information and to 
book go to https://bit.ly/JPassembly2020 or email bham.jandp@gmail.com 

Bible Study Group now meets on Skype on Mondays at 7.00 p.m. If you would like to join it, 
please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. It is a good time to join because we are just starting 
1 Kings. All are welcome. 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 

with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, William Parish, Julie Gallagher, Anne Robinson, Maura 

Greene, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Michael Brennan, Alex 

McClure, Phil Robinson. 
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CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

https://magiscenter.com/  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the Corona virus 

pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 0795 7342742.  

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk          Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Eccles 27:30-28:7  Rom 14:7-9  Matt 18: 21- 35)                   The call to forgive  

How can I love my spouse and bring life? We are called to set aside resentment, to listen gently to 

our beloved, seeking understanding.  In today’s gospel the servant who is forgiven refuses to 

forgive the man who owes him. God forgives us everything, but are we willing to let go of the hurts 

we have experienced via our spouse?  

Feasts and Memorials this week 

Monday    EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

Tuesday  Our Lady of Sorrows 

Wednesday   St Cornelius & St Cyprian 

Thursday   St. Robert Bellarmine 

Friday   Feria 

Saturday  St. Theodore of Canterbury (Tarsus) 
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