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ADVENT SUNDAY                                                                                         29th November 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

At last we can open again for public Masses, though not this weekend, but starting the following 
one. We shall go back to the pattern we had before this latest lockdown. On Saturday 5th 
December Mass at Sacred Heart at 11 am, Mass at St. Joseph’s at 6.00 pm, then on Sunday 6th 
December Mass at Sacred Heart at 10 am. It is a shame that we cannot open for Advent Sunday. I 
have the Advent “Walk with me” booklets and calendars. The children at Sacred Heart School will 
be receiving them so you may have access through them. Otherwise you will need to pop round to 
me at St. Joseph’s to get one or some to give to others.  Over the weekend I shall put some in a 
plastic container on my doorstep. They are individually wrapped this year so it should not matter 
even if it rains. 

The scaffolding has been taken down and Sacred Heart Church should be back to normal by the 
weekend. There will then only be a small amount of work to be done in restoring some of the 
woodwork. Praise the Lord! 

We are in the process of getting quotations for the redecoration of the sanctuary areas at St. 
Joseph’s damaged by the lead theft some time ago. 

Advent is the time of year when we focus on the coming of Christ. We know that he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. We don’t know when that will be, but that we need always 
to be in a state of grace and ready. In our on-line Bible study last Monday (do join us) we read the 
account of the healing of the leper Naaman, the Commander of the Syrian army. (2 Kings 5) This 
passage prefigures the Christian life in an extraordinary way and has a lot to teach us. An Israelite 
slave girl is in the service of Naaman’s wife. She is very concerned about her mistress’s husband 
and witnesses to the God of Israel who can heal him. Naaman goes to the King of Israel with 
presents and a letter from the King of Syria asking to be healed. The King of Israel thinks his is 
trying to pick a quarrel, but Elisha says “send him to me”. When Naaman arrives at Elisha’s house, 
Elisha doesn’t even come out to meet him, but just sends him a note telling him to wash in the 
Jordan seven times. Naaman is furious. He expects to be treated with great honour and fuss. After 
all, he is a very important person. Naaman’s servants calm him down and say that if he was asked 
to do something difficult he would have done it. Why not do something simple. Naaman swallows 
his pride and washes himself seven times in the Jordan and is healed. He comes to Elisha 
overcome with thanksgiving and offers him gifts which Elisha does not accept. He then asks that 
he can have two mule loads of earth so that he can worship the Israelite God back home and be 
forgiven when he bows down with his Master in the Temple of Rimmon, the main Syrian god. 

What is going on here? In the scriptures lepers have to keep themselves separate from other 
people. They are cut off from their families and friends until such time as they are healed and their 
healing has been certified by the priests. So healing of lepers is not just the healing of a disease, 
but also the healing of relationships. Here we see Naaman not just healed of his leprosy but his 
restoration to a right relationship with the one God, who is the God of the Israelites. For this to 
happen Naaman has to learn humility and then enter in some way into the covenant that God has 
made with Abraham. All nations will be blest through him. Naaman now has a little bit of the 
promised land. We see it prefiguring the universal covenant that Jesus is going to make which can 
be entered into through repentance and believing and the waters of Baptism. Naaman washes 
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seven times. Seven in Hebrew shares the same root as the word to bless. Naaman is blest by God 
through his obedience to the word sent by Elisha. 

Finally compare the two servants, the Israelite servant girl who witnesses to the God of Israel 
although a slave in a foreign land and Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, whose heart is set on money and 
riches and inherits Naaman’s leprosy. His relationship with God is broken (cf. Judas Iscariot in the 
NT) Which are we going to be? Are we going to be ready in a state of grace when Christ returns? 

We are in great need for more helpers in running Sacred Heart Church, especially following 
the death of Julie who did so much for us. Could you help with any of the following, Sacristy 
laundry, Sacristan, Church cleaning, counting the collection, helping at funerals or being a steward 
during present restrictions? I would be pleased to hear from you. 

Please pray for Sonia Benjamin and John Ryan whose funerals are this coming week at Sacred 
Heart. Only those invited by the families may attend with a maximum limit of 30. 

God bless you all 

Fr Stephen Pimlott 

NEXT SUNDAY SECOND COLLECTION for Poor Parishes 

APF BOXES Please will you return your full Missio Red Boxes asap now. Bring them to Church 
when it opens. 

Bible Study Group continues to meet on Skype on Mondays at 7.00 p.m. If you would like to join 
it, please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. All are welcome. 

Colin Bloom, the Faith Engagement Adviser at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government, has been asked to lead a review into how best the government should 
engage with faith groups in England. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-
evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
The review is made up of 4 sections: 

• Are faith groups, places of worship and people of faith a force for good in society? 

• The extent which the government and its agencies has sufficient faith literacy and considers 

the partnership between faith groups and the State 

• Looks at some aspects where harm might be caused through religious and faith-based 

practices and a review in the government’s role in tackling them 

• Set of recommendations for the government to consider and respond to 

 They have asked for sources, reports, case studies, surveys as well as personal anecdotes to 
underpin any points made. 

Catholic are being encouraged to engage with is so that Catholics may have a prominent voice.  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqLAvxFsmpeJA
uen06HIiI0VUNk0zOUg1TUdBSzk0NE8wWlVWTEZEMUZCUS4u  
It may be of interest to parishioners, who wish to find out more about this, that Catholic Voices are 
hosting a webinar on December 2nd at 7pm. The event will be to explain the purpose of the review 
and there will be the opportunity to put questions to Colin Bloom (Government Faith Engagement 
Advisor), questions can be submitted before the day.  
https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/events/independent-faith-
review?fbclid=IwAR2YwoM2bp3c9al2GZMs2nCMExmywwu6aDiiRCCS-tw1Oeqt5e1f7n3qm4I  

Rachel’s Vineyard – Healing the trauma of abortion one weekend at a time Rachel's Vineyard 
has now got charity status. The team is very excited about this because we can now help more post-
abortive women and men who seek support after the trauma of abortion. The retreats are a safe 
place where those affected by abortion can grieve and seek the healing they need in a confidential 
and supportive setting. Our next retreat this year is 27th-29th November.  
We plan to have 4 retreats next year. For more information either call Rachel 07734 059 080, look 
at the website www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk or email Rachel Mackenzie: 
rachelmackenzie1@hotmail.co.uk Please pray for this ministry and support us in any way you can. 
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Here is an Advent talk by Fr. Andrew Robinson who is on the staff at Oscott College. 
https://youtu.be/BIWy09Tcmm8  

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, William Parish, Anne Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure, Phil 
Robinson, Mona Recci. 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 
with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

ON-LINE RETREATS FROM BELMONT ABBEY There are some interesting options here. God to 
https://www.belmontabbey.org.uk/online-retreats/register for more information and to register. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

https://magiscenter.com/  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk                    First Sunday in Advent  
(Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:33-37)      Thanking God for each other 
“Stay awake for you never know when the time will come…!” Today’s Gospel reminds us to 
remember that our lives together will not go on for ever. It is therefore so important to thank God 
every day for the wonderful gift that we are to each other, indeed one of the greatest gifts that the 
Father has given us. 

MARY’S MEALS We have incredible news! From today until 31 January 2021, public donations 

made to our Double The Love appeal will be doubled by the UK government, up to £2 million.   
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