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27th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME                 6th/7th October 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday Michaelmas 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Derek Davis 
Shari Brown’s intention 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  People of Parish 

Monday  9.30 am  

Tuesday  6.30 pm  Newman Assoc Retreat evening 

Wednesday (school)  9.30 am  Neil McKillen Mass in St. Joseph’s school 

Thursday (school) 9.30 am  Recovery Mass in Sacred Heart school 

Friday Day of 
Abstinence  

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
 

11.45 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Ashtun Adolphos Bailey 
Eucharistic Service 

28th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME                 13th/14th October     Prisons’ Week 

Day Aston Nechells  

Saturday 12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Greta Slivinski 
People of Parish 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Prisoners 

 
Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, William Parish, Michael 
O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Anne Robinson, Maura Greene, John Mullen, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat 
Davis. 
 
The collection last weekend came to £300.75 
The Fiver a month collection came to £222.64 
This weekend we have the CAFOD Harvest Fast Day collection. 
 
ADOREMUS The Eucharistic Congress took place in Liverpool 7-9th September. All the talks, the 
Mass and Adoration can all be seen on the internet. The talks are well worth listening to. Go to 
www.catholicnews.org.uk  
 
SICK LIST If you or someone you know wishes to be on the sick list which is on the newsletter 
and hence on the website, then get a form from Sheila McKernan or Fr. Stephen and when 
signed return it to them. 
 

THE RENEWAL TEAM will meet this Sunday after Mass. Please can members make sure they 
are present at that meeting so that we can begin to move forward with plans. Others are 
welcome to join. 
 
CELEBRATION DAY Celebrating our involvement in World Meeting of Families, Youth Synod 
and Adoremus plus a celebration of the canonisation of Bl. Oscar Romero and Bl. Pope John VI 
alongside five others. At Cardinal Wiseman School Potters Green Road, Coventry CV2 2AJ 
BOOKING Tickets are free, but please book to secure your place: 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Event/diocesancelebration-day Or call 0121 230 6286 if you are 
unable to use online 
 
RETREAT EVENING on the Feast of Blessed John Henry Newman, Tuesday 9th October at 
Sacred Heart Church in the Undercroft 6.30 pm – 9.30 pm. led by Fr. Stephen Pimlott. This is a 
Newman Association event, but you are all encouraged to attend. 
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FEAST OF BLESSED JOHN HENRY NEWMAN at the Oratory. First Vespers on Monday 8th 
October at 6.30 pm. On Tuesday 9th October, Low Mass at 7.30 am & 12.30 pm. Solemn 
Pontifical High Mass at 7.30 pm. 
 
A FREE CATHOLIC APP FOR YOUR PHONE www.godcalls.co.uk Also the EWTN app is very 
good and Catholic Mega app. They are all free. 
 
RENEW OUR PARISH Now that we have renewed our Church Roof we need to renew our 
parish. Please pray the Renewal Prayer everyday so that we can be open to what God wants us 
to do and become in this Sacred Heart parish. 
 
DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? The new RCIA group meets on Thursdays at 6.30 
pm in the Presbytery at Sacred Heart. Those who are already Catholics are also very welcome. 
 
40 Days for Life started last Wednesday. Two people will be praying outside the Abortion 
Centre in Arthur Road, Edgbaston from 8 am – 8 pm every day for 40 days. Can you help? If so 
phone Isabel on 07773 501721. You won’t be left on your own and will be put with someone 
experienced. 
 
There are cards at the back for you to send to your MP to urge him to vote against the abortion 
Ten Minute Rule Bill on 23rd October 2018. Please take one and send it off. 
 
ENGLISH PRAYER TIME You are specially invited to come to the prayer time in Sacred Heart 
Presbytery on Monday nights 8 -10 pm. when everything will be in English. You can check that it 
is happening by phoning Sr. Meena on 07957342742. 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION There is normally exposition in the Presbytery every day 10 am – 5 pm and 
8 pm – midnight. To check phone Sr. Meena on 07957342742. 
 
THE KINGDOM WARRIORS meet on Tuesdays at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church, Nechells 
Parkway. This a group for young adults (18+) and involves the study of the Bible.  
 
SACRED HEART CLUB An agent has been appointed to appoint new tenants. Many people 
appear to be interested in it and we should soon have a short list for us to examine. 
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) 
meet other single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. For further information 
visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. 
 
Autumnal Concert  (including works by: Beethoven, Vaughan Williams, Gershwin, Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Castello, Schubert and many more!) Venue: St Barnabas Church, High Street 
Erdington Time: Saturday 13th October, 2018 @ 8pm Tickets: £7.50 (Concessions: £5) Box 
Office: 0121 306 4820 Email: jane@stbarnabaserdington.org.uk  
 
St. PAUL’S CONVENT in Selly Park are looking for a part-time Domestic Assistant. See notice 
on board. 
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First reading   Genesis 2:18-24 
 

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helpmate.’ So 
from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of heaven. These he 
brought to the man to see what he would call them; each one was to bear the name the man 
would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the wild 
beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord God made the man fall 
into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord 
God built the rib he had taken from the man into a woman, and brought her to the man. The man 
exclaimed: 
‘This at last is bone from my bones, 
and flesh from my flesh! 
This is to be called woman, 
for this was taken from man.’ 
This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become 
one body. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 127(128) 
 

May the Lord bless us all the days of our life. 
 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. 
 
Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
in a happy Jerusalem 
all the days of your life! 
May you see your children’s children. 
On Israel, peace! 
 

Second reading       Hebrews 2:9-11 
 
We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and is now crowned 
with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to experience 
death for all mankind. 
As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was appropriate that God, for 
whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should make perfect, through 
suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. For the one who sanctifies, and the 
ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers. 

 

Gospel Acclamation          
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Your word is truth, O Lord: 
consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 



Gospel      Mark 10:2-16 
 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the law for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ They were testing him. He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ ‘Moses 
allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, 
‘It was because you were so unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the 
beginning of creation God made them male and female. This is why a man must leave father and 
mother, and the two become one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one body. So 
then, what God has united, man must not divide.’ Back in the house the disciples questioned him 
again about this, and he said to them, ‘The man who divorces his wife and marries another is 
guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another she is 
guilty of adultery too.’ 
People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The disciples turned them 
away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to 
me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you 
solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ 
Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing. 

 

Reflection 
 

Today we continue to read from the Gospel according to Mark. For the past three Sundays, we 
have been hearing Mark’s reports of conversations between Jesus and his disciples. Recall that 
in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus uses these private moments to teach his disciples in greater detail about 
the Kingdom of God. Beginning with today’s Gospel, Jesus returns to Judea, Jewish territory, 
and resumes his public ministry. The first verse of chapter 10 of Mark’s Gospel tells us that 
crowds gathered around Jesus, and he taught them, as was his custom. Immediately, the 
Pharisees approach Jesus to test him. The Pharisees question Jesus about the lawfulness of 
divorce. Under specific conditions, divorce was an accepted practice among the Jewish people 
during the time of Jesus. It was regulated by the Law of Moses, as found in Deuteronomy 24:1-5. 
This law only permits that a husband may divorce his wife if he finds her to be indecent. This is 
the justification that the Pharisees reference when Jesus inquires about the commandment of 
Moses. In reply, Jesus quotes from the Book of Genesis and counters that God’s original 
intention was that men and women would become one flesh in marriage. Jesus describes the 
teaching of Moses as a concession made to God's original intention because of human 
stubbornness. In private, Jesus’ disciples question him further about this teaching on divorce. It 
is to his disciples that Jesus lays out the implications of his teaching by explaining that 
remarriage after divorce is adultery. Jesus’ teaching was more restrictive than the teaching of the 
Pharisees, which permitted remarriage. Jesus further distinguished his teaching from the cultural 
norms of his time by applying his words equally to men and women. Jewish culture permitted 
only that a husband may divorce his wife. Wives were not permitted to divorce their husband for 
any reason, including adultery. At first glance, the final part of today’s Gospel seems 
unconnected to the previous teaching about divorce. When read together, however, these 
passages present a strong picture of Jesus’ emphasis on the importance of family. God intended 
for women and men to be joined together in marriage. Among the purposes of marriage is the 
raising of children. By welcoming children and fostering their relationship with God, parents and 
families bear witness to the Kingdom of God. At the end of today’s Gospel, the people were 
bringing their children to Jesus, and again Jesus’ disciples show that they just don’t get it. Recall 
that in the Gospel for each of the past two Sundays, Jesus has taught his disciples the value and 
importance of these “little ones” in the Kingdom of God. Yet in today’s Gospel, the disciples try to 
prevent people from bringing their children to Jesus. Jesus reprimands his disciples and 
welcomes these children. Again Jesus offers these children as an example of the kind of 
complete trust and dependence upon God that ought to be the attitude of all believers. 
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